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PKEFACE. 



After telling Mrs Gaskell one day a story for the truth of which 
I could not vouch, she said, with her beautiful bright smile, " Now 
I'm going to believe that, whether it's true or not. It ought to be 
true." On looking through the Lambeth MS. 853, which Mr Stubbs 
kindly handed to me in Lambeth Palace Library, I could not help 
saying, " I'll print it all, whether it contains early versions or late ; 
it is a jolly little Manuscript " : — a chubby vellum quarto, written in 
a large, clear, upright hand, which looked at first sight fourteenth 
century, but which the Museum authorities whom I afterwards con- 
sulted put at about 1430 a.d. As nice a little volume as one would 
wish to handle ; a pleasing contrast to the shabby, scrubby, paper 
Percy folio of two hundred years later that I am now working 
at. Accordingly, the whole MS. is in type for the Society, 
and I hope members have no cause to regret it, for though earlier 
versions of some of the poems are no doubt in existence, — I have 
printed one at least sixty years older at pp. 106, 108, 110, 112, 
to show how the late text has changed 1 — yet the Lambeth MS. has 
given us the better text of The Complaint of Christ, in " Political, 
Religious, and Love Poems," (E.E.T.S., 1866,) a better text of " The 
Parliament of Devils " than that printed by Wynkyn de Worde, and 
the best texts yet printed of the far-famed Stout Puer ad Mensam, 
" How the Good Wife taught her Daughter," and " How the Wise 
Man taught his Son," Ac. : these, besides other poems of considerable 

' Two words at least of the earlier teit— »mqtin and vittmnle, " to reconcile " 
end ■" unreconciled, at enmitj," p. 108, 1. 37-38, were unknown to the late scribe, 
and were changed bj him to to/ten and uruoft. 
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beauty and interest in the present volume, and the other Texts I 
have lately edited, or am now editing, for the Society. The early 
Englishman, like the modern one, was a religious and superstitious 
person, aad as any one in 2360 a.d. should know of us, that in many 
educated (or deducated ') persons' minds now, baptism by an epis- 
copally-ordained clergyman is necessary to salvation, that a man's 
being drowned while boating on Sunday is a just judgment of God, 
whereas a similar death on Monday is a sad accident, with a hundred . 
other like notions * ; so we should know of our forefathers, if we would 
estimate them aright, what their religious belief and superstitious 
fancies were. Mary-worship, Parliament of Devils, Stations of Rome, 
St Gregory's Trental, and what not : let us have them all : all the non- 
sense, as well as the expressions of the pure, simple faith, that through 
life and death our men of old held to. And a survey of out early 
religious poetry will, I believe, — and so far as I may speak from some 
work at it,— result in a verdict favourable to the plain good sense 

1 We sadly want some word lite this deducate, dedication, ke., to denote the 
wilful down-leading into prejudice and unreason, in Politics at least, so prevalent in 
England and everywhere else, lo support unjust social arrangements and abuses 
because they exist, or are in ths interest of a powerful class, &e. Let anyone think 
of the amount of deducation attempted about the Repeal of the Corn Laws, the old 
and modern Reform Bills, the late American War, Ac, and then see how hard the 
deducators still are at their work ! 

1 "Dr Pusey has written another letter to the Timet, stating his opinion of 
absolution. Ho believes that Christ, conferring upon the Apostles the power to 
remit sins, intended to confer it also upon their ' successors.' He therefore holds 
that every successor has the power to remit the sins of penitent persons as fully as 
Christ himself could have done ; and so he affirms, on the authority of the Ordination 
Service, the Church of England also holds. In other words, Christ intended to 
leave the salvation of souls dependent on the will of such human beings as enn be 
proved to have been ordained by the ordained np through the ages to Himself. One 
single nnordained Bishop, say in the middle ages or the third century, would spoil 
the whole arrangement. Why does not Dr Pusey claim the power of working 
miracles given to the Apostles at the same time i The invisibility of the power is 
no greater obstacle in the one case than the other. If the sick did not get visibly 
better for the priest's touch, neither do the bad get visibly hotter for his absolution. 
After all, does the human race advance ? A Roman gentleman would have smiled 
at a superstition bo gross as that which Dr Pusey dignifies with the name of 
Christianity." 1866, Dec. 1, The Spectator, p. 1326, col. 1-2. Dr Pusey and his 
school may not admit the correctness of the statement above, " In other words." 
I only wish to register here the opinion of one of oar best edited weeklies on this 
point, and to note that however comical the view stated, and a thousand like ones, 
may seem to our man of 2360 A.D. they were equally so to many in 1S66 A.D. 



3y Google 



and practical going straight at the main point which Englishmen 
pride themselves on, whatever amount of philistiniam and humbug 
is mixed up with these qualities. The burden of the early Bongs (as 
I read them) is a prayer for forgiveness of sins, a desire to get out of 
the filth of the flesh, and rise, as well here as hereafter, into the 
purer and higher life which, to the believer, union with his 
Saviour implied and implies. 

Many of the poems in this volume seem to me very touching and 
beautiful, and I hope other readers will find them so too. The most 
interesting to me is the one I have entitled, from L 638 in it, p. 78, 
" The Mirror of the Periods of Man's Life, or Bids of the Virtues 
and Vices for the Soul of Man,"^ pp. 58-78. It sketches the tempt- 
ations of the well-off nun of the period — the MS. is ab. 1430 a.d. 
— from the time when he was new-born from his mother till, at a 
hundred years old, Overhope and "Wanhope (despair) would ruin him, 
but Good Hope and Good Faith bring him to trust in God's mercy. At 
twenty — which may be a misprint for fifteen, xx for it, — this is the 
choice presented to the young man. 

Quod resoun, " in age of .xx. jeer. 
Goo to oxenford, or lerne lawe." 
' Quod Inst, " harpe & giterne fen may y leere. 

And pickid staffe & buckelere, pere-wih to plaue, 
At fciuerne to make wommen myrie cheere, 

And wilde felawis to-gidere drawe, 
And be to bemond ' A good squyer 
Al nyjt til Je day do da we. 

1 For an explanation of this btmmd, I have asked in rain Mr Chappell, S 
Way, Mr Morris, Mr Skeat, Mr Wright, Ac., &c The only interpretation I 
suggest is drawn from a passage in Le Venery de Twety, Cotton MS. Veep. B. 
printed in Beliquia Antigua, vol. I., pp. HD-lfi*. At pp. 152-3 we read, oi 
hounds hunting the hare, " And if eny fynde of hym, where he hath ben, Rycher or 
Bemond, ye shall say, oyet a Bemond le vayllaunl, qui guide Iroveri le toward, on le 
court cote." The name Bemond might easily pass from the leading hound to the 
leader of a revel, or be used, by personification, for a fancied god of indulgence in 
women and wine, a sort of Bacchus. I think it certain that this bemond has nothing 
to do with the bemot (flat, k), and bsquarre (natural, the square b, Q) of the curious 
song on learning music in Rtiiquia Antiqua, vul. I., p. 292, or the bemy of the 
Burlesque, p. 83, vA. .last line. In our early music hooka B is ei, though in the 
earliest I have seen, no name is given to it. 
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Conscience's remonstrance that this will waste his friends' money 
and his own time and learning, is answered by 

" Good conscience, goo preehe to be poet, 

hi councel sauerib not my tost . . . 
Al my lust y wole ful-fille, 
I wole spare no womman." 
'- After the advice of Pride, Gluttony, Lechery, Wrath, Envy, 
Sloth, Covetouaness, and Avarice, to the young man, how to indulge 
his passions and lusts, comes Pride again with this bit of counsel as 
to dress : 

" Apparaile be propirli," quod Pride, 

" Loke pi pockettis passe be lengist gise ; 
Slatre pi clothis bo)>e schorte & side [ = wide] 
Passings all opera mennis siso." , 
And so the poem continues with allusions, more or less, to the manners 
of the times. The pockettis of the verses last quoted serve to fix the 
date of the composition of the poem, if they are (as I suppose them 
to be) what Camden in his Eemaines, p. 196, calls "poeketting 
sleeves." ' He says 

" Of the long poeketting sleeves in the time of Xing Henry the 
Fourth, Hocclive, a master of that age, sings, 

Now hath this land little need of broomes 
To sweep away the filth out of the street's. 
Sen side sleeves of pennilesse groomea 
Will it up licke, be it dry or weete." 
The woodcut of the Duke of Gloucester^] on p. 153 of Mr Pair-holt's 
Costume in England, copied from the Eoyal MS. 1 5 E 4 (fol. 1 4), in the 
British Museum, shows the long pocket sleeve admirably, and ' his 
crimson jacket furred with deep red is exceedingly short,' hut 
gathered in close folds behind. At p. 159 of Pah-holt is another 
woodcut of an attendant with the pocket sleeve, from the same Eoyal 
MS. 14 E 4. On fol. 133 of the same Eoyal MS. are three figures 
with the long pocket sleeves, and one of them has his sleeves tied 

1 Pockets begin to appear in women's dresses in Edward the Third's time, says 
Fairholt, and are shown in that king's daughter' a dress on the south side of his 
tomb in Westminster Abbe;, as copied in Fairholt, p. 100. 
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behind his back, just below the bottom of bis jacket The very 
wide and abort doublet seems not to have appeared till about 
1460, and not to have been slashed. The tighter plaited jacket 
of Edward the Fourth's reign, also contemporary with pocket sleeves, 
had " large sleeves, open at the sides to display the shirt beneath," as 
shown in the cut on pages 164 and 159 of Fairholt. This is the only 
slatring (supposing it means slashing) shown in the figures, unless the 
opening for the arm in the long pocket sleeve be meant by the words 
of the poem. But the slashing of garments was at least as early as 
Chaucer's ' so mochil pounsyng of chiseles to make holes, so moche 
daggyng of sheris' (Penones Tale, ed. Wright, p. 143, coL 2). 

The rere or late suppers noticed in L 374 of this Mirror poem are 
complained of by Boberd of Brunne in 1303. Handling Synne, p. 
226, 1. 7260-3. (See also the servants' 'rere sopors ' denounced, L 
7268-79.) 

Rere sopors yn prynyte, 

Wyp glotonye echone pey be ; 

And fyr is moche waste ynne, 

And gadryng of ouper synne. 
Doubtless Boberd was not the first preacher who inveighed against 
them. He also complains of the rich man lying long in bed on 



When he heryp a bel ryng 

To holy cberche men kallyng, 

pan may he not hys bedde lcte, 

But fan behouep hym lygge and awete, 

And take pe mery mornyng slepe. 

Handlyng Synne, p. 136, L 4258-62. 
For the last three Poems in this volume I am indebted to Mr W. 
Aldis Wright, who copied them from M8S. under his charge in the 
Library of the Trinity College, Cambridge. The first, Quindecim 
Signa ante diem Judirii, be desired to print on account of its 
variations from the other earlier versions of the Poem in the E.E. 
Poems I edited for the Philological Society (Transactions 1858, Pt. 
IL pp. 7-1 2), in Hanipole's Pricks of Conscience, the Metrical Homilies 
edited by Mr Small (in E. E. Poems as above, pp. 162-3), Ac The 
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second forms a companion to the Virgin's Complaint in our Political, 
Religious, and Love Poems, 1866, and the third is given for its 
historic interest, and its contrast to the temper in which the later 
chronicler wrote of Archbishop Scrope's death. 

Some of the poems bear traces of having been Southemized from 
a Northern original, as in using boon for bane, p. 25, 1. 108, las- 
tande na mare, L 115, wjAonde, p. 30, L 261, and Mr Perry has just 
sent me a version from the Northern Thornton MS. of the Sweetness of 
Jesus, pp. 8-11, here, pp. 83-6 of the Text edited by Mr Perry from 
the Thornton MS. that will appear with this one. I have only in con- 
clusion to return thanks to the Archbishop of Canterbury for the 
loan of his pretty little Manuscript, and to Mr Aldfe Wright for his 
help, always so willingly- given, notwithstanding the pressure of 
crowds of other work that would overwhelm an ordinary man. 

3 St George's Square, NVW. 
12th November, 1866. 



COEEIGENDA. 



P. 27, 1. 171. Hjhte) is no doubt a miswritin" of the MS. for lijknei, 
ckness. 
P. 61, 1. 96. Put " after dawe, 
P. 119, 1. 38. For dryve. read drjve, (comma for full stop). 
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1867, p. 64-8.) 

30. Listnib lordingis 
How the tm-se v 

taught hie Son 
(Babees Boke, &c, ; 

31. Thus oure gracious god 1 
The Complaint of \ '. 

Christ . ) 

(Political, Bel., and Love Poem), 
1866, p. 169-203.) 

32. In my jonge age \ 
J wiyte my silf myn j 

ovme woo . ) 

(here p. 35-9.) ' 
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KOTES. 

Pref. p. iv, I. 7- A just judgment of God. Compare Cotgrave's " fit 
lambt de die*. Soe doe the canting and blasphemous rogues of France tearme 
a cankered, gangrened, or desperately-sore leg. a.d. 1011. 

p. 35. I iciyte mytelf myn aiae xoo. Sir F. Madden, in bis Introduction 
to Syr Gaxat/ne, p. lxv, notes another raipy of this, " a Poem in ten eight-line 
stanzas, the burden of which is ' I wite mj self my tie owne wo, 1 on fol. 7 1 of 
MS. Rawlioson, G. 86, Bodleian Library. It begins 'In myyouthe fulle 
wylde I was.' " Another is printed from MS. Cotton. Calig. A II fol. 106, 
v* in Reliqvia Antique, v. 1, p. 197-300. It is in IS stanzas of 8, with two in- 
troductory lines : 

I may say, and SO may mo, 
I wyte mysylfe myne owene woo. 
p. 41. " The Ptu-lyament of Deuylles " was also " Enprynted In London 
In Poweia chyroheyarde By July an Notary. A. M. M.CCCCC. & xx " ; and 
Wynkyn de Worde's edition of 1509 was "reprinted by Nicol for R. Heber, 
Esq., as his contribution to the Rosburglie Club, but for private reasons, 
never issued to its members." Boha'i Loiendet. Colophon. " Thus endeth the 
pariyameni of deuylles. Enprynted by Wynkyn de word / prynter uuto the 
moost excellent pryncesse my lady the kynges moder. The yere of our lord* 
.M.CCCCC. & ix." 

p. 66. The Mirror. In Admiral Swinburne's incomplete copy of The nolle 
lyfe $■ nature) of man O/beilei / terpenfj/i/Jbielei $ Jtuiei y 1 be matte tnoven, 
by Laurens Aadrewe of y« towne of Calls, is a large out running across both 
pages (a iii b, a iv), of the Ten Ages of Man, in ten double compartments, 
boy and man in the ten stages at top, and the ten beasts he is likened to, 
underneath. Below are verses applying to each age. 

" Here after foloweth the ten ages of mankynde lykened be ten dyuers 
bestia as hare is eipresly shewed / and how the nature of mankynde dothe 

chauftge from ten tjme of a co . . . 

[Cat of] Ths X Ages. 
[Fro]M one vnto ,x. a chUde is he 
[Whyp]wge his toppe witi aporte & playa 
[Lep]yng as ye got* right merily. 
.... s his care bothe nyglit & day 
[At .xx. yere he is iocond an]d plesand 
t pryde 



■J At .xxx. yere he is named a man 
And syb to the bull of nature stronge 
Rcuenginge his right where euer he can 
with whome it be bothe short & longe 
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XVI 11 ■ NOTES. 

5T Nowe forty yere he is ywys 

Cosdicyond as a lyon in enery degre 

Which maketh hy« often wiUouten my? 

To lese his wysdom beleue ye me 
% At fifty yere then can. he glose 

Wily as the forein worde and dede 

That euer wjll wynne & neuer lose 

& eke of his seruyse he wyl haue mede 
H At threscore yere he dothe descende 

But oouetyse in him is roe ted than 

Euyn as the wolfe he doth amende* 

y woroeth the steps wlier euer he can 

At .Ixx, he is syb to the hownde 

y gnaweth y° bone so doth he his bait 

All sportes he castetb to the grawnde 

Lest therfore his sowle sholde smart 
D At fourscore yere witbouten fajlc 

He is disdayned with man and wyfe 

Syb to the Cat that ljcketh her tayle 

Euer be the fyre that is his ljfe 
•Jf At fourscore & x he is s . . . 

Scorned of man and child h[e is] 

From hytn is wisdom & strength gone 

Echone wyll his deth in b 
K At .C. yere dethe cowmes 

& maketh him as a gose y* i[sj ■ ■ ■ 

So plucke y* frendes ...*..... 

But he in erthe is a " 

p. 83. Tiit teorlde k but a vomit. A later copy of this Poem, with the 
burden " This world is but a wannytfi" was printed by Mr Halli well for the 
Warton Clnb in 1855, in Early Englitk MueellanUi, p. 0-18. » It has ten 
stanzas of eight lines each, and winds.up with an extra "In Domino confydO' 
Amen, dico vobis." 

p. 88. j&Jm vppoa wfw. In Mr Halli well's Early EnglUh MUeellaxiea 
from the Porkington MS., Warton Club, 1655, is a later and somewhat 
different version of this poem in twelve stanzas of six, and two intro- 
ductory stanzas of seven lines. Mr Halli well calls the Porkington one " the 
most complete copy known to exist." It seems a late recast of the old version. 
Mr Halliwell also notes, p. 91, " Other versions, varying considerably from 
each other, are preserved in MS. Seld. sup. 53; MS. Rawl. C. 307; MS. 
Rawl. Poet. 32 ; MS. Lambeth 853 (in this text) ; and In the Thornton MS. 
in Lincoln Cathedral (W. 379). Portions of it are occasionally found in- 
scribed on the walls of churches." 

p. 137. Note to p. 58. The inquirer as to climacterical years is referred 
to " A Succinct Phylosopbical Declaration of the nature of cly materical yeares 
occasioned by the death' of Qneene Elizabeth " in MS. Sioane 2117, fol 231. 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS FOR THE 
SOCIETTS TEXTS. 



24. HTMNS TO THE VIRGIN AND CHRIST. 



Oxford, 1792), to], i. p. 363, there is mention made of (he citizens at Oifoni 
being deprived of 'tlieir usual and daily sports in Beaumont.' Wood quotes 
in the same paragraph some lines of llobert of Gloucester (Hearne's ed. p. 040), 
among which are these : 

' The ^ates, tho he was iwend, were alle vp ibrcgt 
Rone, bote Smiths gate, ao that naa undo nonit. 
The clerkes adde ther-thoru muche solas ilore, 
To pleye toward Bcumotmd, anuid hii were ther-uore.' 
From which I gather that ' b&mend ' is ' Beumound ' or Beaumont, n suburb of 
Oxford,' where I think Henry L had a palace and whither evidently tho 
citizens and students resorted for amusement. 1 This seems to me to be con- 
firmed by the contrast between the advice given by ' resouu ' and that given by 
* lust' The former says, ' Goo to oxenford, or lerne lawe.' The latter, ' be to 
bmiwnd a. good squyer t ' " The making a man a aquyer to a place need occasion 
no difficulty, as a loose Cambridge man might be called ' a devotee of Barn- 
well.* (3 Nov. 1869. See Mr Wright's longer comment in Notti and Qvcriet, 
11 Dec. 1860.) 

1 Cp. R. Cilottei'i ' k anththe. thniu Bsnmond, to liara nolle it [tho gat*] ben/D. MO. 

- JMWtmH Ktrcet Instill a street in Oiford, lomi waj out, near tftjCJjjjttjaq Preai. _ 



Page 127, 1.21, for cord rtad cors; 1. 22, for fuly thi MB. read* July. 

Page 132, col. 1. Btfie is 'feel mistrust for;' see Leffitr, Lajitr, in 
Cotgrave.— W. W. S. 

Page 137, col. 2. ftcre. — To-jeere is a compound word, meaning tilt ytar, 
soon ; see To-ytar in HalliweU: and I think with North Countrymen it is 
usual to say — You won't do it t'year (the year, this year) = You won't 
do it in a hurry. I'm convinced I've heard this phrase in some peasant's 
talk.— W. W. S. 
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H pits is % Virgin, <%isi, & 



Stair, Cunmabras. 

A BOKO OP GREAT BWEETHEBS PROM CUBIST TO HIB 
DAINTIEST CAM.) 

(Lambeth MS. 853, ah. a.d. 1430, page 1.) 

QUrge mea sponsa, awek; in sijt, 

** And se fi eone fou jafe souke so scheene; 

Jjou schalt abide w'ti ])i babe so brijt, 

4 And in my glorie be callide a queene. 
Thi mammillis, moder, Ail weel y nieene, 
Y bad to my meete fiat y myjt not mys ; 
Aboue alle creaturis, my modei dene, 

8 Yeni, coronaberis. 

Come, cleaner fan crista!, to my cage ; 

Columba mea, y fee calle, 

And se f i sone fat in seruage 
12 For mannis soule was made a fralle. 

In fii palijs so principal 

I pleyde priuyli wif oute mya ; 

Myn hij cage, moder, haue f on scbal ; 
16 Veni, coronaberis. 
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VENI, COUONADERIH. 

J: or macula, moder, was neuere in fee ; 

Filia syon, fou art fe flour ; 

Ful sweteli achalt fou aitte bi me, 

20 And bere a crowne witA me in tour, 
II And alls my seintis to fin honour 
Schal honours fee, moder, in my blis, 
Jjafc blesrid bodi fat bare me in bowwr, 

24 Veni, coronaberis. 

Iota pulcra fou art to my plesynge, 
My moder, princes of paradys, 
Of fee a watoV ful well gan sprynge 

28 but schal ajen alio my rijtis rise ; 
IT ))e welle of mercy in foe, moder, lijs 
To bringe fi bleasid bodi to blis ; 
And my seintis schulen do fee service, 

32 Veni, coronaberis. 

Veni, electa mea, meekeli chosen, 

Holi moder & maiden queene, 

On sege to sit to semeli bi him an hij, 

36 Jji sone and eek fi cbilda 
T Here, moder, wif me to dwelle, 
With- fi swete babe fat sittif in blis, 
))ere in ioie & blis fat schal neuere mys, 

40 Veni, coronaberis. 

Veni, electa mea, my moder awete, 
Whanne fou bad me, babe, be ful stille, 
Ful gondii owe lippis fan gan mete, 

44 With brijt braunchis as blosmee on hille. 
Tj Fanua dlstillans it wento with wille, 
Oute of oure lippis whanne we dido kis, 
(wrtbre, moder, now ful stille, 

48 Veni, coronaberis. 
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VENI, COB0NABSB1S. 

Veni de Ubano, bou loneli in launche, * 

Pat lappid me loneli w»'tA liking song, w] 

pirn Bchalt abide with a blessid braunche, 
52 pat so semeli of pi bodi eprong. 
If Ego, flos campi, ])i flour, was eolde, h 

)pat on calueti to f>c« cried y-wye : n 

Moder, pou wooat pis is as y wolde ; 
. 56 Veni, coronaberis. 

Jfulcra vt luna, |>ou berist pe lamme, t 

As pe sunne pat schinep clere, 

Veni in ortam raeum, Jwu daintiest damme, ™ 

60 To smelle my apicis ' fat bsre ben in fere. 

My palijs is pijt for bi pleasure, K 

Ful of brijt branrachis & blosmes of blis ; JJ 

Come now, moder, to pi darling dere ! ° 

64 Veni, coronaberis. « 

Quid est iata so vertuose * 

pat is cuerw lastyng for hii mekenes 1 •" 

Aurora consurgens graciouse, 

68 So benigne a ladi, of such brijtnos, 
% bin is pe colour of kinde clennes, 

Rcgina celi pat neuere dide mys ; £ 

pua endip po song of greet sweettnes, ° 

72 Veni, coronaberis. ■ 

[Quia Amort Languea, or " In a tabernacle of a tour," and its 
continuation " In a valey of J)is restlea myndo," printed in Politi- 
cal, Seligiom, and love Amu, pp. 143-150, follow here. Then 
" Ihesu, bi swetnes," p. 8, and " Ihesus bat Bprong, p. 12, of this 
volume.] 

1 Compare " Awake, north wind, and come, thou south ; 
blow upon mj garden, that the spices thereof may flow ont. " Let 
my beloved corns into hie garden, and eat his pleasant fruits." 
Solomorii Song, ch. ir. 16. " My beloved is gone down into his 
garden, to the bed* of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather 
lilies." ri. 2. 
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the Son of God! 



ffwa] 



fail, lltss* Sbq! 

[Lambeth MS. 853, a& 1430 a.d., jw^e 24.] 
The heavy Clarendon letters mark the Ted of tile MS. 

HEil be Sou, marie, be modir of orat, 

Heil be blessidist bat euere bare child ! 

Heil bat conceyuedist al wif list 
4 ]3e gone of god bobo meeke & mylde 1 
K Heil maide sweete bat neuere was filid ! 

Hoil wolle and witt of al wijsdome ! 

Heil bou flour ! heil fairest in feeld ! 
8 Ane regina celoram 1 

Hoil comeli queene, coumfort of care ! 
Heil blessid lady bothe fair & brijt ! 
Heil be saluour of al eore ! 
13 Heil be laumpe of lemys lijt ! 



h»ii, mother of ^[ Heil boa bleseid beerde in whom [crist] was pi jt ! 

Heil ioie of man bothe al and sum .' 

Heil pinacle in heuene an hijt, 
ti*king ****. 16 Hater regis angelorumf 

S»'bndfir r f,n ' Heil crowned queens, fairest of alle! 

S^u^ST 11 Heil bat alle oure blis in bradde ! 

women in child- T 

i»4«»u. Heil bat alle wommen on doon calle 

20 in temynge whanne bei ben hard bietadde ! 
ah Htm*, dun \ Heil bou bat alle feendia dreddo, 

thj eon wim And schulen do til be day of doome ! 

Thou Bwraror "Wi'tA maidens mylk bi sone bou fedde, 

virgjiu. 24 q maria, flos virginum. 
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HA II, BLESSED MART ! 

Heil fairest p at cue™ god foond, 

Whicbe chees pee to bis owne bour ! 

Heil f e lanteme fat is ay lijthond ! 
28 To pee sclmlen loute bope riche & pcore. 
If Heil spice swettist of sauoui ! 

Heil pat al oure ioye of come ! 

Heil of alle wommen frayt & flour ! 
32 Velud 1 roia vel liliom, 

Heil bo pou goodli ground of grace ! 
Heil blessid sterre upon pe see 1 
Heil of coumfortis in euery caas ! 

36 T| Heil pe cheeueet of charitee I 
Heil welle of witt and of merci ! 
Heil pat bare ih&tu, goddia sone I 
Heil tabernacle of pe trynyte 1 

40 Funde piecei ad fllium. 

Heil be pou virgyne of virgins ! 

Heil blessid modii ! heil blessid may 1 

Heil norische of eweete ilieaus ! 
44 Heil cheefest of chastite, forsope to say 1 
K Lady, kepe vs so in oure last day 

J)at we may come to pi kingdom ! 

For me & alle ertsten pou pray, 
48 Fro taints fldelium. Amen. 



,, Go ogle 



[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 A.D.,fot. 26. Partly 

written without breaks.] 

H.Kil be pou marie, cnstia moder dere, 
pat art queene of heuere, fail and s weetc of chere, 
P&t art stem of lieuen schinynge lirijt & clere ! 
4 Helpe me, lady ' ful of myjt, & heere my praiere 
Aumuk 

Heil blessid marie, mylde queene of heuen ! 
Blessid be pi name, ful good it is to nempne : 
8 To pee, lady, y make my moone ; I praie pee 
heere my ateuen, 
And let me neuere die in noon of fe aynnie 
seuene. 

Ane maris. 

Hn\ be pou marie fat art flour of alle, 
12 As roose in eerbir so reed ! 

To pee, ladi, y clepe and calls, 
To Jwe y make my beed ; 

J)ou be in stide & in atalle 
16 Whanne y schal drawe to deed, 

And lete me neuere falle 



Aue maris, 

20 Heil be pou, marie, pat tdj sittist in troone ! 

T biseche pee, swete lady, graunte me my 
boone, 
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Ibe*uto lone Adrede, &mylijfe toameende goone, uamaiajiu 
And bring me to fat blia bat neuere aclial be , vsr kiu^Ti 
doone. 
24 Ana maris. 

J£eil be ben marie, glorious* model iies.de ! fini at m»i 

Meeknes & honeste, wi'tA abetynence, me sonde, om i nq go 
With chaetite & oharite into my lyues eende, '"""■ 
28 And bat boruj bi proier, lady, I mote to heuen 
blis weendo ! 

Anemaria. 



[Oraiia Magutri Richardi dc Cattrt, p. 15, below, (allows here.] 
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IJjents to & {prist. 



No ««rtlil7 ](m 
delights Ilka 
Thins, 



[ft*. IB.] 



%\t Btotttws of $m$. 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 A.^jx^e 14.] 

Illom, fi swetnes, who-eo myjte it ae, 
And Jwrof haue a cleere knowyngo, 
Al erfeli loue bittir suhuldo be 

4 Saue fin a-loone witAout leesinge. 
I praie feu, lord, fat lore locrc me, 
Aftir f i low; to haue longynge, 
And sadli to sette myn bcrte on fee, 

8 In fi loue to haue most liking. 

So likinge loue in erf o noon is ; 

In soule who-so coude him sof eli se, 

Kim to loue were mykil blis, 

12 For king of loue callid is lie. 

D Witii trae loue, y wolde f is, 

So faste to him bounde be, 

Jwt myne herte were holli hia 
16 So fat no fing likid me but he. 

IF y for kyudenes schulde loue my kyn, 

Jjan me fenkif in my foujte 

Bi hyndeli skile y Bcbulde bigynne 

20 At him fat haf me maade of nou;t 
^ His lijknea be sette my soule with-inne, 
And al fis world for me haf wroujt, 
As fadir he fondid my loue to wynne, 

24 For to heuene he haf me broujt, 
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THE SWEETNESS OP JE8D8. 

Ofi moder of him, y make now mynde, 

Jwt bifore my birjje to me toke hede, 

And sipen witft baptym waischip fat kynde 

28 Jjat foidide was poruj adams dede. 

K With noble mete be norischip oure kynde, 
For with his fleisch he doop na fede, 
A bettere fode may no man fynde, 

32 To lastynge lijf It wole us ledo. 

O'ire broper & sustir he is bi skile, 
For he so aside, & lend lis fiat lore 
))at who so wroujte his fadris wills 

36 Briperen & eustren to him pei wore. 
If Mi kinde also he took fer-tille, 
Ful truli truste y him perfore 
fc)a.t he wole nenere lete me spUle, 

40 But wip his mercy aalue my sore. 

Xne loue of him passip, certis, 

Al orpeli loue pat may ben here ; 

God & man, my spouse he is, 
44 Weel oujte y, wrecehe, to loue him dere, 
f Bope heuen and erpe holli is his, 

He is lord of greet powere, 

Callid he is pe kyng of blis, 
48 His loue me longip for to leere. 

A ftir his loue me penkip long 
For he hap myne ful dere y-bou$te ; 
Whanne y was wente fro him wi'tA wrong, 

52 From heuen to erpe he me soujto. 
J Mi wreccbid kynde for me he fongo, 
And al his nobley he sette as noujt, 
Pouert. he suffride, & pcynes stronge, 

66 A;en to blis or he me broujte. 



Hill the brolhw 
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10 THE SWEETNESS OF JESUS. 

Loif JS*™ ] Wkwme y was p ml, to make me fre, 

broagtitHimU) Mi loue fro heuene to erbe him ledde, 

mi (m tiut He My loue aloone haue wolde he, 

pledged Hl» urn, 

60 For Jierfore lie leide his Ljf to wedde. 

K Wi[t my foo he faujte for me, 

Wonndid he was, and bittirii bledde, 
mi ibad Hn H* 8 preciouse blood ful greet plente 

pnctouebiood. 6i Fid pifanioueli for me was schedde. 

mi iidM wan Hi*- sidis bloo arid Modi were 

ptarSl 5*7"* J> a * sumtyme were fill brijt of bke ; 

•"*■ His herte was peraid wij> a spore, 

68 Hise mli woundis were ru)>e to so. 

K Mi rawisum forsojie he paied fere, 

h> give Hie lift And jaf his hjf for gilt of me, 

tor », guiu. Hi? deef 8chulde bo to me ful dere, 

72 And perse myn herte for pure pitee. 

Hfbaarttboiiid For pitee myn herte schulde broke on two, 

bre** wlUl m ' To his kyndenea if y took hede ; 

tor i wu ouh Encheson y was of al his woo, 

nf.ii m. *w. ?6 Hfl euffiide ful harde for my mis-dede. 

[p^, is.] K Jo lastyng lijf Jwt y schulde go, 

■niftnd denth, Ee stride deafi in his manhede ; 

And whanne his wille was to lyue also, 

»ndroie»g»in, 80 Ajen he roos Jioraj his godhede. 

»mi went to T° heuew he wente witA myche blis 

tMnn - Whawne he ouercoms his bataile, 

ne protect! me His baner ful brode displaied is 

frim my foe*, g^ "WTiawne so my fo wole me asaaile. 

J Weel oujte y, wrecche, to ben his, 
the fritBd tint He is fat freend Jtat neuere wole faile • 

™J&£L, No Jnng desiri > he J»* ^ 

•a* 1 "- 88 But true loue a*en for his trauaile. 
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THE SWEETNESS OP JESUS. 11 

Xhufl wolde my spouse for me fijt, '"^d** ™ 

And for me was wound i d sore, »n<i <u«i. 
For my loue his deef was di,t ; 

92 What loue myjte he kife moreT 

f To jelde his loue haue y no myjte mmotrew 

But loue him hertili f erfore, H1 * *** bnt 

And worche weel witA werkis rijt „ ly obtJ Hlm 

96 bat he haf lerid me witA loueli lore. eommuia* 

W'f loueli lore his werkis to fille, [pj^ »j 

Weel oujte y, wrecche, if y were kynde, I "»w» •>*•& 

Uyjt & day to worche his wille, 
100 And euera haue fat lord in mynde. 

]f But goostli foos greuen me ills, but mj IM nd 

And my freel fleisoh makif me hlinde ; 

Jj'jrfore hie mercy y toke me tills, i ay to hi. men*. 
104 For betere bote can y noon fynde, 

Betere bote is noon to me »hwi i. my bwt 

ban to his mercy trail me take le '" s y ' 
bat wt'tA his fleisch haf made me free, 

108 And me, wrecche, his childe wole make. 

Tf I praie fat lord for his pitee hlltit k,^, 

bat he for symne me not forsake, ™ ^J^ ^ 

But jeue me grace fro sy»ne to flee, Th "* 

112 And him to loue let me neuere slake. 

Ihem, for fe swetnee fat in fee is, j^,,,^ 

Haue mynde of me whare y hens wende, l ™*™" 
WitA stidfast trufe my wittis fou wis, mte]]thi 

116 And, lord, fou scheelAe me from fe feende ! aiUono! 
K For f i mercy forjene me my mys, p^, ni] 

bat wickid werk my soule neuere achende, *" Th r t 

' * , . iHd ma Into bUa, 

And lede me, lord, in-to f i blis, «« to dweii 
120 WttA fee to wone witAoute eenda Amen. 
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§e ms tamfort, Crist limits! 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ab, 1400 a.t>., page 20.] 

iHesae Jat sprong of iesse roote, 
Aa us hajj prechid Ji prophete, 
Flour and fruyt bofe softe and Bote, 
4 To mamma souls of sauour sweets ; 
Them. ! Jou broujtist man to boote 
Whanne gabriel gan marie greete, 
To felle oure foomen vndir foote, 
8 In bit fou si$ a semeli sets : 
If A mayden waa pi modir meete, 
Of whom Jjou took fleiscb for us ; 
As je may bojie my balis beete, 
12 So bo my eoumfort, crist iheaus. 

Ihesu, fou art wjjsdom of witt 

Of pi fadir ful of myjt ! 

Mannys soule, to saue it, 
16 In poore aparaile Jou were pijt. 
1 Ihesu ! J>ou were in cradil knyt, 

In wede wrappid bojw day & nyjt, 

In bethleem born, aa Jie gospel writt, 
20 Wi'tA aungelis song and heuene lijt. 

Earn y-bom of a beerde brijt, 

Ful curteis was pi comeli cus ; 

Jjoruj uertu of fiat sweete sijte, 
24 So be my eoumfort, crist ihema. 

lheau, fiat were of jeeris jong, 
Fair and frescb of bide and hue, 
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BE MY COUMFORT, CRIST IHE8U8 ! 

Whanne f ou were in f raldom frong, 
28 And turmentid viti many a iewe, 
T Whanne blood and watir were out wrong, 

For beetinge was fi bodi blewe ; 

As a clot of clay f ou were for-clonge, 
32 So deed in f rouj fanne men fee f rewe. 
If But grace of f i grane grew ■ 

J)ou rooa up quik coumfort to us. 

For bir loue )>at pis councel knewe, 
36 So be my coumfort, crist ihe#us. 

Ihera, soof fast god and man, 

Two kindis knyt in oon peraono, 

Jje wondir werk fat f ou bigan 

40 Jjon hast fulfil] id in fleisch & hone. 

% Out of f is world wijtli fou wan, 

Liftynge up p i silf a-loone ; 

For myjtili Jiou rooa, & ran 
44 Streijt vnto fi fadir in trone. 
If Now dare man make no more moone ; 

For maw it is ftou wroujte fua, 

And god wif man is maade at oone, 
48 So be my coumfort, crist ihesus. 

% Ihesu crist, holi and hende, 
)}at beerde was bleasid pat bare fee, 
Aftir hir whanne Jiou gan sende, 
52 In beuene blia wif fee to bee. 

^ Out of p ia worlde whanne ache wende, 
Bof e bodi & eoule were aett in see 
Hijer fan ony of aungelis kinde, 
56 In troone a-foro f e trynyte. 
H J)ere may f e sone his modir ee 
In heuene an hi) to helpen us ; 
J)ou peerleas princes, praie for me ! 
60 And bo my coumfort, crist iheaus. 



But quick)/ Thou 
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BE MY COUMFORT, CRIST IHE8US ! 

Ibe*u, my Bouereyne sauyour, 

Almyjti god, Jiere ben no moo : 

Crist, pou be my gouemour, 
64 Jji fcib lete me not fallen fro. 
^ Ihesu, my ioye and my socoure ' 

In my body and soule also, 

God, pou be my strengiet fode, 

68 And wisso Jjou me whan me is wo. 

% Lord, foil makist freend of foo, 

Lete me not lyue in langour Jras, 

But ae my sorowe, & eeie now ' bo,' 
72 And be my coumfort, crist ihesus. 

Ibeso, to fee y crie and greedc ; 

Prince of pees, to bee y praye ; 

J)ou woldist bleede for mannia nede, 
76 And suftre manye a feerdful fray. 
U ]?ou me fede in al my drede 

Wib pacience now and ay 

Mi lijf to lede in word & dede 
80 As is moost plesannt to bi pay, 

% And to deie weel wbanne it ia my day. 

Ihoro, fat deied on tree fot us, 

Lete me not be [je feendis pray, 
84 But be my coumfort, crtat ibe^us ! AmkK". 



[The two Hymna to the Virgin, " Hell be boo, Marie," printed 
on pages 4-7 of this Text, follow bete.] 
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iitfeailr to €uixt'$ frajtf to |mbs. 



[Lambeth MS. 853, 06. 1430 A.D., »«sre 28, written 
without breaks.] 

Oniio magutri Biohardi de ca*tre, qum ipie ponit 

IHcku, lord, fat madiat mo, 

And wip J)i blessid blood hast boujt, 
Forjeue fat y haue greued pee 
4 Wt'tA worde, wttA wil, And eek wttA poujt 

If Iheau, in whom in al my trust, 
])at doied upon pa roode tree, 
Wi'tAdrawe myn herte from fleischli lust, 
8 And from al wordli vanyte ! 

Tf Incvu, for pi wonndis smerte 
On feet & on pin bondis two, 
Make me meeke & low of herte, 
12 And pee to loue as y schulde do ! 

K Iham, for pi bitter wounde 

))at wente to pin herte roote, 
For symne pat hap myn herte bouwde, 
16 Jji blessid bloode mote be my bote. 

% And ihera crist, to pee y calle 
pat art god ful of myjt ;- 
Kepe ma cleene, pat y ne falle 
20 In deedli synne neiper be day ne nyjt. 
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RICHARD DB OASTRE'b PRATER TO JE8U& 

% Ihesu, graunte me myne askings, 
Perfite pacience in. my disese, 
And neuere mote y do fat f ing 
24 J)at echulde fee in ony wise dieplese. 

% Ihesu fat art o«re heuenli king, 

Soofefast god, & man also, 

?eue me grace of good eendinge, 

28 And hem fat Y am holden vnto. 

5 Ihesu, for f e deedly teeris 

Jjat f on scheeddist for my gilt, 
Here & Bpede my praiers, 
32 And spare me fat y be not spilt. 

If Ihesu, for them y pe biaeche 
J)at wraff en fee in ony wise, 
WVtA-holde from hem fin hond of wreche, 
?6 And lete hem lyue in f i seruice. 

If Ihesu, mooat coumfort for to se 
Of fi seintis euerychoone, 
Coumfort hem fat careful been, 
40 And helpe hew fat ben woo bigoon 



hnvtgrtaredrbsB. 



U Ihesu, keepe hem fat been goode, 

And ameende hem fat han greued fee, 
And sonde hem fruytis of erf eli fode 
44 As ech man nedif in his degree. 



U Ihesu, fat art wi'tft-outen lees 
Abnyjti god in trynyte, 
CeesHe f ese wenis, & sende us pees 
48 "Wif lastinge loue & chaxitee. 

Ihesu, fat art fe goostli stoon. 

Of al holi chirchc in myddil erf e, 
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nicHARD be castrb's prater TO JESUS. 17 

Brines bi fooldis & flockia in oon. Bring xhj nwin 

° ' mafoldiinoDe; 

52 And rule hem rijtli with oon hirde. 

t Ihesu, for ' bi blessidful Hood, P W» M -] 

" ^ r ^ Ind bring In Wl« 

Bringe, if bou wolt, po soulis to Wis •" »ho o»™ *« 

For * whom y haue had ony good, p ? m im 
5G And spare fiat J>ei han do a-mys. Amen. 



[" Who-60 wilncji," printed on pp. 11-12 of Tfci Bairn Soot, 
See., follows here, on p. 30 of the MS.] 
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§o Herri bifort \\i lagtnunt. 



[Lambeth MS. 583, ab. 1430 4.D., page 54, written 
without breaks.] 

There is no creature 1 but oon, 

Maker of euery creature, 
God a-looiMi, & euer more oon, 
4 And pre in oon alway to endure, 
% To )>at lord we make owre moone 
To whom al coumfort is, & cute, 
To f> inke how rreel we ben echoon. 
8 In pis world is hard auenture : 
% Who-so Jierof is moost ensure, 

Sunnest schal he be sohamed and schent. 
Or pou pe world wttA fier pure, 
12 Do merci bifore J>i iugement. 

.Lord, do mercy or fiat pou deeme, 

Lest pou dampne fiat pou hast wroujt : 
What ioie were it a feend to qweme, 
16 To jeue him fiat Jjou hast dere boujt 
K Out of f)i sijt if Jwu us fleme, 

We ben dampned rijt as noujt ; 

fji pasaioure make us br^t & schene 

20 In wil, in worde, in dede & poujt ! 

it the are of • creature,' and 
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DO MERCI lilFORE THI IDQEIfEKT. 19 

T For whi, synne ha) us boruj soujt ; 

Jjer-fore ameende Jiou owre on tent Anml m 

To be doom or we bee brouit ! EfT!! *" f ™f 

* ' Thj Judgment. 

24 Do mercy bifore bi iugement. 

We axe bi mercy, Jon heuenli king, weSm^ 

For bou art lord of eel. degre ; "****■ 

Of erbe bou madiat oare bigynnynge, j,,™ „,),,» u 

38 And aftir wttft spirit enspirid us free. ^^.fipwt 

•|f Wib trees and gras bou jaf us growinge, ta "* 

Wib beestis, feelinge hjf haue we, nt.ing m »nu«nt 

And wttft aumgils we haue vndirstondinge, mat^^SE,' 

32 And berbi we schulden know bee. wiihangd*. 
))ou baddist bat alle schulde multiple, 

But we ben fids & negligent : w , m tliMli M 

For we may not hide us from bin ije, J5JJ* "** f ™ 

36 Do mere! bifore bi iugement, h™ ""i ™ 

"ou baddist us axe merci,& weschuldenhaue; nun Mint m 

It doob us coumfort on bee to callc, ™ 

J)ou hast ordeined man to saue, 

iO For bi merci pasaib bi werkis alia 

U J^i herte blood for lis bou jaue, Thou gtrat 

])ou madist us free where we were pralle : biood tor u i 

Lete neuere be feend oure soulis craue 

44 bat waischen was in bin holi welle ! 

P Pugs MJ 
Tf Oure neisch is freel, it makib us falle, our a™h i. im s 

Wib grace ' we risen & scholen repents ; m™ iiovh^j 

And in hope of bee we schal : 

48 Haue merei to-fore thi iugement 

We axe mercy bi rijtwijsnes, 
For bi biheest is al oure rijt, 
And of bi greet kind en cs 
32 bou hast mercy to us bihijt. 



hiTa Mercy or 
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20 DO HERCI BIFOBB THI IUGEMENT, 

•J We ne be but erfe watirlees, 

J)at to springe vertu hap no myjt ; 
Jjis worldis likeroee bittimes 
56 Bireuep us discrecioure & oure eijt. 
Th. worn, tn. ^- jj e feeu^ j, e fleiach, pe worlds, wip us ay fijt ; 

iievuflght wiiii jj U a be W6 taken in turmerat j 

h>v<> M.nij , Jjerfore, lord, or pi doom be dljt, 

jwtaUot. 60 Do merci bifore pi iugement. 

■d'o^aST*'" Wif s y nne we naD defoulid oure k* 1 " 16 . 

»iii •!■> i And kinde may we not eschewe ; 

To wrappe pee, god, we ben vnkinde ; 
wBirenninw. 64 Jjou kindeli king, we ben vntrewe ! 

•f Ajena pis can no clerk skile fynde ; 
Graeiose god, upon ns rewe ; 
nemambm not Take not owre trespase in to mynde, 

[Pag. wo 68 But in Jii doom lete merci sue ! 

we cannot «»p« «|f For pouj we wolden from fee remewe, 

In ech place pou art present ; 
Or we were born, lord, p<ra us knewe ; 
H>T,m<nyoii ?2 Do merci bifore pi iuggemewt 

Lora, wt commit Ijord ! oure soule, oure spirit, owre lijf, 

ouriifctoThMi Into ^ jj^k lord] we bitake ; 

Oat of temptacioun and strijf, 
k«p n> niRbt and 78 Lord, kepe us whejwr we slepe or wake, 
jwo, drive «fl" Ihwu, for pi woundis fyue, 

And for pi modir sake, 

tho de^l from n. J* f MIld awft y froTO ^ J** 1 d*! 118 

when we di» , g Q "Wnawne deep wi'tA us maistrie schal make, 

on^u!" «J And BufEre him not oure soule away to take 

For whiche on roode pou were torent ; 
h.™ Kerej Ajens pi doom we tremble & quake ; 

84 Do merci tofore pi iugement ! 

God, pou deeme us rijtwijsli, 

Medele pou merci -with esecusioun, 
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DO HERCI BIFOEB THI IUGEMENT. 

For we han forfetid wrongfulli ; 
88 Take hede to oure contricioim ! 
Tf We jeeldo ub aynful 4; sory 

By ■ Knowliche & eonfeasioun ; 
J)i paeakran & J>i mercy 
92 We take to oure entensioure. 
IT Bileeue is oure aaluacioun, 

Wi'tft keping of )>i comaurcdement. 
God, putte pin holi passioura 
96 Bitwixe ua & p i iugement ! Amen. 



[" Ai j gsn wandre," printed below, follow* here.] 
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% jje f 0tc flf Itsns. 



{Pages 90-102, written without breaks.) 

T Oue ia lijf J>at lastij> ay 

Jjere it is in crist made feet, 
Wharane wele ne wo it slake may, 
4 as wrtten han men wisest 
If J)b nyjt it turnej) in-to day, 
Traueile it turoeji in to rest : 
If fou wolt do as y J>ee say, 
8 pou schalt J»a-nne be with pe best. 

If Lone is a Jioujt wi'tft gret desijr, 
And also of a fair loouyrage ; 
Louc y likne in-to a fier 
12 J)at slakeen may for no fi»g. 
*[ Loue clensij) us of oure eynne, 
loue oare blis scbal briwge, 
Loue po kingis horte may wynna, 
16 loue of ioie euwe may synge. 

pe socour of loue is liftid hie, 

For into heuene it ran ; 
Me penkij) in herte fat it is slije, 

20 pat makijj Jits peple boj>o pale & wan. 
^f pB beed of blis it goiji ful nyj, — 
I telle 30U it as y can, — 
Jjerof us Jjenkip J>e wey to drie, 
24 For euere loue couplij) god to man. 
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THE LOVE OF JESDB. 23 

^[ Loue is hetter fan fe cole lo« bkotur 

To hem fat of it is fayn & frike, """ "^ ; 

J)e flawme of loue, who myjte it fole, 
28 If it were euermore lijke : 

If Loue us helif , & makif in qwart, H <*««™ m. -a 

And liftif us up in-to heueue-richo, 
And loue rauischif crist in-to oure hcrte, 
52 I woot nowhere no loue it is lijke. 

^[ Leeme to loue if fou wolt lyue ***» *° Lo " 

Whanne fou aehalt hens fare ; 
Al f i f oujt to him fou jeue 
36 fat may fee kepe from care ; 

f Loke fou fin herte feo him not twynne a^ w?t^ 

J»uj fou wandre eue/y where, mra - 

So fou may weelde him witA-inne, 
40 And loue him. hertili euermore. 

Ihesu, fat me loue hast lende, if*& «■] 

In-to f i loue fou me bringe, to tv Love 

Take to fee al myn entente 
44 Jjat fou be to me myre jernmge, 
^f And fat synne from me awei were went, nW| ,lnin * ! ' ™ 

-4«[i loue come myn owne coueitynge, 
)jat my soule hadde herd &.hent 
48 J)e aonge of fi sweete louynge. ibjiorin*" 

Tf J3i loue ia to us euerelaatynge ThjLov»iiui 

Fro fat tyme fat we may it verrili fele, 
Jjerinne make we euere brennynge, 
52 bat no fing may it uerrili keele. 
If Mi f onjt, take it into fin hand, into m? d«ii 

And stable fou it ilke a dele, 
. Jjat y be no fing hildande tint i mi n< 

56 To lone uerrili fe worldis wele. 
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THE LOVE OF JESUS. 

% If y loue ony erjieli fing 
))at paief to my wille, 
And sette my ioie in foulo likinge, 
60 Whanne it may come me tylle 
X may drcdc at my departynge 

pat it wole be attir & ille. 

For alls my welf ia "ben wepinge 

64 whanne peyne my soule wolde spit 

U )3e ioie fiat men heere seen 
la fnl likinge vnto Jw ijee ; 
pat now ia fair, freische, and grene, 
68 And anoon aftir is welkid awey : 
^[ Jjia is fe world, alle men moure seen, 
And wole be vnto domysday, 
Ful greet traueile, & myche tene ; 
72 To flee fat ia ful hard in fay. 

1 If fou lene yael in el f i foujt, 

And hate f e filthe of synne, 
And jeue to him fat f eo dore boujt, 
76 J)at he weelde fee witA-inne, 
*[ Al f i soule f i lord haf soujt, 

And ferof he wolde not mynne ; 
J3us schalt fou to blia be broujt, 
80 And wonye heuene wif-ynne. 

J For-'sofe J»e kinde of loue ia fis, — 

J>ere it is truaty and trewe, — 

To atoonde euere in atabibies, 

84 And chaunge neuere for no newe. 

U ])at wi;t fat fat loue may finds, 

Or euere in herte it knewe, 

Fro care it turncf fat kinde : 

88 Such a mirfe fyndif to fewe. 
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THE LOTS OP JESUS. 

K For-pi, loue pou as y pee rede ; 

Crist is trewe loue, as y pe telle ; 
Wip aungilis take pou |ii stide ; 
12 })»t ioie loke Jon not felle. 
K In erjie hate 1 pou no maner qweed, 
But loke pat pi loue may dwells, 
For loue is more stronger pan deed, 
>6 Loue is more harder pan telle. 



print] 

Let Ihy T-nve be 

HU. 

It la artmgu then 



H Loue is li-jt, £ a birpun fyne J 

Loue gladip bope jonge and oolde ; 
Loue is wipout ony pyne, 
100 As louers han me toolde. 

fl Loue is gooatli deli- s ciouse as wyn 
Jjat makip men bope big & bolde ; 
To pat loue y sehal me so faste tyne, 
104 J)at y ire herte it euermore holde. 



^f Loue is pe swettiste ping 

fwt heere in erpe men may han ; 

Loue is goddis owne derlinge ; 

108 Loue byndip bope blood & baan. 

fl In loue, perfore, be owre likinge ; 

I knowe no betere won ; 

For me oonli, & my louynge, 

112 Loue makip bope but oon. 



darling. 

Let our delight be 



«[ But al neischli loue sehal fare 
As doop pe flouris of may, 
And echal be lastande na mare 
116 But as it were an howr of a day ; 
% And sorewen aftir pat ful sare 

Hit lust, her pride, & al her play, 
Whanne pei areti cast in care, 
120 In-to pyne pat lastip ay. 
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2G THE LOVE OF JESUS. 

*[ Wharene hor bodies ire po fen liggere, 
[p»e« ».] banne schulen her soulis be in drede, 

Whwimenrli* 

Bg.i.1, And np a;en as men schulen risen, 

124 And answers for her mys dede. 
» Umj htn dn- ^|" If pei be seen fan in synne, 

"" ""* And now heere per liif pei ledde, 

tiiey ihiu lie la b&n scbulen poi ligge belle wip-inne, 

'""'" 128 And detkenes haue to mode. 

Woh nun ihnii ^[ Biche men her hondis sohal wrynge, 

Su. ' And ber wield d werkes abie 

In flawmes of fier bitterli brennynge, 
132 Wijj care and sorewe schamefastli. 

But Lot* *b& 1T H J" 011 wolt loue i f m '"V f ou a y D g e 

Uwnjwill ting rj. Q ^j j ori j Cl ^ a j. ^ me j 0( jj e . 

be loue of him ouercomep al ping ; 
136 In loue lyue we & die. 

j»u,8™ofQoin Ihera I god-is sone pou art, 

lord of moost hij magiste, 
»i Love mio Sende ve/rili loue in to myn berte 

"'[^.OT-j 140 Oonly ' to eoueite fee ! 

If Eeue me likinge of pis world, 
Bam; lot*! Mi loue fat pou may be ; 

Take myre herte in-to pi ward, 
144 And sette pou me in stabilte ! 

jam. nuddm-i »j[ Ihesu ! pou, pe maidens sone, 

bat with pi blood me bou jte, 
pibdw mj hoi birle my eoule witA pi spore anoon, 

^^' 1 48 Jjnt myche loue in mere bast wroujt, 
*]f Me longip pou lede me into pi sijt, 
And fastne pere in pee my poujt ; 
Mike my heart in pi awetiies make myn herte list. 

light in Thy * ' 

■wwhi«. 152 bat al my woo wexetonoujt. 
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THH LOVB OP JB8U8. 

IT ihesu, my god & my loueli king ! 
Forsake pou not my deaijr ; 
Mi pou^t make to be meekinge ; 
156 I hate bope pride & ire. 
IT Jji wil is al my deairynge ; 

Of loue kyndele fou pe fier, 

Jjat y Wt'tA pi aweete louynge 

160 Wip auwgila take myn hire. 

f Wounde pou myn herte wip-irene, 
And weelde me at pi wille ; 
Of blia pat neuere achal blynne, 
1 64 J)ou fastne me pat y not spilla 

Of grace my pou^t pou fills, 
Anil make me cleene of synne 
1 68 Jjat y may come pee tills. 

H lhesn ! putte ra-to myn herte 
J?o memorie of pi pyne ! 
In lijknea, and eek in qwiirtc, 
.172 J)i lone be euere myne ! 
Mi ioie ia al of pee ; 

My soule, take it as pine ; 
Mi loue euere wexinge be, 
176 So pat y neuere dwywne. 

Tf My loue is euere i» sijinge 
While y dwelle in pis way ; 
Mi loue is is pee longynge, 
* 180 Jjat bindip me nijt & day 
% Tille y come vnto my king, 
)>ere y wone m'tA him may, 
And ae his fair achynynge 
184 lu lijf pat lastip ay. 



kindle within nu 
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* Longings is in me so lent 

For lone, pat y ne can lete ; 
Christ hu Hmt His loue he haf> me now sent 

hi* hi. Luvs. lg8 J) a t enery bale may bete ; 

K Si)>ea pat myn herte was brent 
In cristis lone so sweets, 
All w» hu left Al woo fro me awci is went 

192 And we neuere ajen scbnlen mete, 

i tit ud ting. ^f I sitte and synge of lone longynge 

P Pip w.j Jjat in my ' brsst is now bred. 

J™, mjji'j, Ilipjra, my king and my ioiynge ! 

196 Whi ne were y to fee led 1 

T Ful weel y woot in al my jemynge, 
In al ioie, y schulde be fed. 
bring m* to Thy Iheini ! me brynge to pi woniynge, 

*"' 200 For pe blood pat pou hast bleed. 

itmti wu hung ^f Demed be was on a crosse to hengj 

Jjs fair anngelis foods ; 

lwnrgid, Wip Bcourgis pei gan bun sore awing 

204 Wbanne fat he bounden stoode ; 

If His brist was bloo in betyng, 

Not spilt was his blood ; 

u.dorwwi.ith J* P ora cr0WIie d H king 

u ' onl '- 208 J)at doon was on pe roods. 

whit* >u hi> White was his nakid breest, 

is™ Pouuwi & ree, i bu hloodi side, 

JJtJIj* """^ Wan was his face fairest, 

wan hi. f**. 212 Hiss wonndis depe & wide. 

If J)e iewia wolde not pan rests 

To pyne him mors in pat tide ; 
down hi. blood ^ fle S11 fin<ie fat was wisest, 

didgiw. 216 His blood to lete doun glide. 
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^[ Blyndid were hiae faire yjen, 

And al hia fleisch bloodi for-bete j «»* ■» l « ,lta 

Hise ' louesum lijf fat alle men sije[re], [i p«» moj 

220 Ful myldeli he out gaa lete. to "" "*- 

If Deed & lijf bigunne to stn'uen LU , „„ lUln> 

Whefer myjt be maister fere ; 
Liif was slayn, & rooe a-jen j iiutmMigminto 

224 In-to blis ful fair may we fare, 
^f He fat fee boujt haue al fi foujt, 
And lede lie it in to hia looro ; 
Jeue al fin herte to crist in qwarto, ctirLt^ 1 *"" " 

228 And so to loue him euermorc. 

If I sije, y sobbe, bof e day & nyjt, i >*gti ud nd tor 

Foroon fat is so fair of hue ; 
bere is no fing myn herte may li^t nothing mhi 

232 But bla loue fat is so true. 

If Who bo hadde him in his sijte, h» nian on 

Or in his herte him knewe, 
His moornynge acbulde turne into ioiebrijt, tarn mourning 

236 Hia longynge into glewe. latoi ' t ' 

Tf In mirf e lyuef be nyjt & day Hb who |ova) 

J)at louef fat aweete cbilde ; tfm, 
Wraf fe wolde from him awey, 
240 Were he neuere ao wielde. 

^[ It is ihesu, foraof e to aay, ^^ lw j 

Of alle meetist & myelde ; mooko* «nd 

He fat in herte Mm louef fat day, Sn S'twewid 

244 From yuel be wole him achielde. bma '""■ 

If Of ihe*u fanne mooat liat me spake, or j»m i mwt 

Jjat may of al my bale be bote ; •&•**• 
Me f inkef myn herte wole al to-breke 
248 Whanne y f inke on fat soote. 
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30 TEE LOVE OF JESUS. 

% In lone laujt he haf my foujt, 
fw h. hu caught J)at y schal neuere for-Iete ; 

my ""' m '"' Ful dere me finkcp he hap mo bonjt, 

252 "Wif bloodi heed, hondis, & fcete. 

Pur Lave my IT ^" or ' 011e m y n h 61 ** w °l e tO-berste 

'h** i " l ctait. Whawne y pat fair loue biholde ; 

Lone is ful fair fere it is fest, 
256 pat neuere wole be coolde. 
% Loue us reuef fe nyjtis rest ; 
In grace it makif us boolde ; 
Love is the i»w Of alio werkis loue is p e beeste, 

DflUwDrl * 260 Asholimen me haf tolde. 

If Ko wondir if y sijhande be, 
think on j«iu And sif era in woo al bi-sett - 

nailed on tho Ihesu was uailid upon fo tree ; 

c "" t - 264 Jhe, al bloody for-beet 

fl" To tdwke on him is greet pitee, 
To se how tenderli he gret ; 
!?■«« ins.] Jjifl haf he suffride, man, for fee, 

mffnrtng tor num. 268 If flit fou wolt f i synnes leett. 

If )«re is no lijf in erfe may telle 

Chrlit'i Lm Of f 18 loue f e awetiiSS : 

J)at stidefastli in loue can dwelle, 
272 His ioie is euere eendelees. 
God keep him T God schielde pat he schulde to helle, 

who Lom, fr™ j^. of loue longi^ge tan j^t ceease, 

Or euere hise enemyes sohulde him qwelle, 
276 Or fat he so his loue scholde lese. 

imus » the Lon % Ihftfu is pe loue fat lastif ay , 

To him is oure longiwge. 
Ihesu p e nyjt tunic]) to day, 
280 And derknes in-to day spryng. 



3y Google 



THE LOVE OF JESUS. 



T Ihesu ! finte on us now and ay, i—a. think on 
For fee we holde oure kyng ! 

Them, jeue us grace fat weel may, ^0?™^ 

284 To lone fe with oute eendynge! — A-M-E-N. ta»««™-. *b 



[" The good wijf," printed in Tht B 
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St tojjat mt foti Saffrite fur Taxt Safe. 

[Po(?e« 117 — 120, w/t'tten without breake.] 

TJOthe jonge & oolde, whefir je be, 

in cristis name good cheer $e make, 
and lifti]> up 3oars hertis, & se 
4 What oure lord suifride for owre sake, 
as meeke as ony lombe was he, 

ensaumple of him weel mowe we take, 
4; to suflre also in owre degre, 
8 & in his seruice eaere to wake. 



i. romke And ^ <"*"» freendis forsake us heere 

* 0dnk so fat we he left al aloone, 

,, Jinks on ih&swa Jwt boujt ns dere, 

12 & to him make we al cure moone ; 
If For of pat lord weel may we leere 

What wrong he suffride among hiae foon ; 
■ ««i bot Whanne hise diaciplis fledden for feer, 

16 J3er hood no mo but marie & iohne. 

wbt If ony wrong to us be wroujt, 

11 "■ Be it ire word eijfw in dede, 

v help at Be of good hope jit ire hi J>oujt 

[PW iibj 20 How god may us helpe alle at neede, 

And Jiinks we how iheaws cn'at us boujt, 

& for oure syrenis hise blood wolde hlede ; 
for his owne gilt was it noujt, 
for he dide aeuere aynful dede. 



Chr lit hu bought 
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BE WHAT OURE LORD BCFFRIDE FOR OURB SAKE. 

If If wickid men do us defame, »™ 

f inke how crist was boujt & aolde ; 
to suffre for him is no schame, In m 

28 but him to serue loke we be boold. 
And if mere hurte us in oi/re name, 

We must forjeue, bof e jonge & olde, ™i 1 

For fan j we suffre my che blame, He ■ 

32 crist suffride moore a f ousand foold. 

And of pouert fouj we wolde playne, if po 

for fat we wauten worldli good, 
Jjinke we cm ihesu, Jiat lord souereyn, turn 

36 how pore he heng upon fe roode, cm* 

T And how he atryued not ageyn, 

but euere was meeke £ mylde of mood. mwi 

to folewe fat lord we achulden be fayn, p iu 

40 in what degre fat euere we stood. 

& fouj we haue sorowe on ech side, l(» 

& al aboute wrong & woo, 
Jit suffre meekeli, & a-bide, JJJ^ 

44 And finke on ihesu fat suffride also, J ™S 

and how he was in ful greet drede, 

Tnto hise peynis wharene he sehulde go ; 
he suffride moore in hise manhede W h 

48 J)an euere dide mare, or euere schal do. Ul * n 

^f J»uj we wj'tft wrong to deef be broujt, ** 

jit auffraunce is a sikir way 
For f e loue of ihera fat us dere boujt j* i 

52 & deide for us on good friday ; 
Wherfore as f inkif in oure f oujt 

Jiat we owre lord sehulde please & pay, uj 

And we to sette fiis world at noujt, 
56 And auffre we wickid mere to say. 

In ihesu mat was meekenes mooat, chri 

And f erfore he fe maistrte hadde, nvei 
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BE WHAT OURE LORD BUFFRIDE FOR OCBS BAKE. 

t» A7id boond pe feend for al his boost 

60 Jxrt he was neuw-e so sore adradde. 
5 Al ajens his wil & al his ooet 

Adam & eue -with him he ladde, 
j,^ And many moo out of J>at cooat 

64 fat weren in pi-iaoun ful hard kistadde. 

And if Jjou in ihesu haue dolito, 
j3ou; al po world do fso assaile, 
' ■' Do aftir Jiis, A pou schalt wite 

i 68 pat meekenes ' Wole fee moost availe ; 

For who fat suffrip heere dispite, 
And meekeli a-liidib in pat b&taile, 
*■ it wole turne hem to greet profite 

72 & eendlees ioie for her tranaile. 

i T If ony man do to us a mys, 

Or wole in ony wise to us offertde, 
• for po loue of ihesu haue mynde on J>is, 

76 & loto meekenes Jii mood ameende 
wip ihesu crist, as oon of his, 

And anfrre meekeli what god wole sends, 
Jjanne schal we be with him in blis 
80 pat cue-re schal lasto wipoutera eende. A-M-E-N. 



[" How mankind* doo£ bigynne," pp. & 

follows here.] 
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I toijjie mB silf mp atone Sttof. 



[Lambeth MS. 853, ab, 1430 A.D., jxk/b 226-33.] 

XN my jonge age ful wielde y was, 
Mi silf fat tyme cowde y not knowe, 

Y wolde haue my wil in Query place, 
4 And pat hap now broujt me fal I owe. 

pinke, ihesu, how y am pin owe ! 
For me weere pi sidis bof>e pale & bloo ! 
To chastise me pou doist it, y trowe ; 
8 Y wiyte my silf myne owne woo ! 

% I made couenaunt, true to be, 
Firste whanne y baptisid was ; 

Y took to pe world, & wente from fee, 
12 Y folewide pe feend al in his traas ; 

From wiappe and emiye wolde y not pas; 
Coaeitise and anarise y nsid also, 
Mi fleische hadde his wille, alas ! 
16 Y wiyte my silf myn owne woo ! 

% Now y woot y was fill wielde, 
In pat my wil passid my witt ; 

Y was ful sturdy, & pou ful myelde ; 
20 Ihesu, lord, y knowe weel it 

Of pi blis y were fill qwytt 
If y hadde aftir pat y haue do ; 
But to pi merci y trust© jitt, 
24 Y wiyte my silf myn owne woo ! 
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36 I W1TB MY SILF MYN OWKB WOO. 

i wm proud MKi % I was hij of herte and stowte, 

™ tr "* B ™ t ' And in my clofing wondre gay ; 

I lokide men schulde vn-to me lowte 
28 Where-ao fat y wente bi fe wey. 
crbui mi T for Faire wommen, and good aray, 

women mi dre»- ^ jjjyjj en tent y took f er-to ; 

A^en f i techinge euere y aeide nay ; 
32 I wite my ailf myn owne woo ! 

itn^rioh*. 1 I trustide more to worldIi S ood 

not "^ Jjan to god fat it me sente ; 

Weelf e made me hij of mood ; 
36 Lnst and liiyng me oner wente. 
indiiuckMno- To gete good y wolde not atente, 

tMnKWgrt y ne rou3te how y come j^to . 

To f e poore y neifer 3af ne lente ; 
40 Y wiyte my ailf myn owne woo ! 

[p.geMs.1 If Lord, y hadde no drede of fee ; 

1 -n^l^" d Mi grace wente away ferfore ; 

bonbon But, lord, as fou boujtiat me, 

44 So lete me neuere be for-lore. 

.uffeied'.t for mo. For me P 0U aa -^ Te ^ al ' P 6 ^ 63 S0K ' 

Jjou art my freend, and y Jti foo ; 
h.™ men, <« Mercy, lord ! y wole no more ; 

=»' 48 Y wiyte my ailf myn owne wo ! 

■n> f «.rti 1 t ung . f per ben .iij. poyntia of myacheef 

nin&mu. ^ ^ con f us i oun to many a man, 

Which fat worchen to her aoulia greet greef ; 
S2 Y schal hem reheraen aa y can. 
i. The d-i™ or Poore men proud, fat litil han, 

utoiu&^X?' J5ei wolen be a-raied aa riche men goo ; 

J»i hindren hem ailf & of ir fan, 
56 And mowe wiyte hem silf her owne woo. 

ii. n» »«*. T A riche man, feef, ie anothir, 

ou*,„.:» of rich ^ of go^itise wo Ie not alake ; 
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I W1TE MY SILF HTN OWNE WC 

If he with wrong bigile his brofir, 
60 Heuene blis he schal forsake ; 

Eil'ore god, for peefte it is take, 

Al Jiat with wrong he wynne(i so ; 

But if he here a-meendis make ' 
64 he schal wiyte hint silf his owne woo. 

1 An oolde man lecchow, f e fridde it is, 
For bis complexioure woxi}> coolde ; 
It bringeji )>e soule to peyne from blis, 

68 It stinckep on god so manye foolde. 
Theise ,iij. fat y haue of toold 
Ben pleasingu to pe feend oure foo ; 
Hem to use, who is so boold, 

72 May wiyte him silf his owne woo. 



btjting othm, 
[Plg«K9.) 



Then three plant 



If Manye defautis god may fynde 

la vs fiat echulde hise seruauntia be ; 

He schewitA us loue, & we vnkinde, 
76 Certis Jib more to blame be wee. 

Suttime stareii broode & mourc not se, 

Synne is pe cause it fariji soo ; 

Suche dreden not god, y seie to pee, 
80 And may wiyte hem silf her owne woo. 

If In iy. pingis y dare wee] sayn 

god schulde be worscbipide oner al ping ; 
do rijtwijsnes with merci witA al fi mayn ; 

84 J)e fridde is cleennesse in lyoynge : 
To bischopis & curatis pat han kepinge, 
it is her charge, & to lordis also. 
and if Jiei contrarie god-is biddinge, 

88 Jjei may wiyte hem silf her owne woo. 




If wrong is an lu.3 seete fere rijt schulde be, wrong ii 

merci for mys deede is putt away ; rtwi* >» 
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18 I WITE MY SILF MYN OWNE WOO. 

flrfury drives leteherie hah made clennesse to flee, 

92 Loue may not abide nyght ne day. 
Jjus jie feend, y dare weel say, 
fan, ainemi, or wole make (jure freend oitre moost foo : 

^L J r°^ lf man ) amende fee whills pou may, 

indent. gg Q r ^ytg J,J gilf j,i n owne woo . 

n™* tn iron- If It is no wondir Jiouj y be woo 

£ d ™ h ^ JjJ^ myn owne wil while y wole sewe, 

£ my lordis bidding wole not doo : 
100 y am f ill fals, but he is trewe, 
[Page ssi j And jit he fyndip me with al ping newe, 

wn the deva. And y eerue fie feend, and go him froo; 

But if y amende, it echal me rewe, 
104 And may wiyte my silf my» owne woo. 

If In J>re degrees (le world kept is, 
■riaiti, fcn^hta, WitA preestis, knyjtis, and laborere, 

°mi aii -X- if And which of hem pat doon amya, 

he, do wrong, 10g j wi scnll i ell it abie wondir deer. 

Bi good ensaumplis pe preestis sehuld lere 
|>e vnleerned how pei schulden doo : 
na bume thorn- jf net won! & werk coorde not in fere, 

istreu. 112 J)ei mowe wite hem silf her owne woo. 

ordB ahonid If Knyjthode also, lordis, ne opir, 

Schulden not be of conscience light, 
«]p the po«, Jjei schulden helpe her poore suster or broker, 

116 And also strengfe hem in her ryght 
ut in.ta.1 oft™ Jjortg pride & coueitise summe leesen her myjt ; 

■pproM them, and p or luteherie, grace is kept hem froo ; 

.av« to hum If fei biholde her owne in-syght, 

120 J)ei mowe wiyte hem silf her owne woo. 

tTig. iss.j IT J)e laborer schulde truly traueile fan, 

J " Mm ' e " ***** And be rijtful bofe in worde & deede. 
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I WITK MY 8ILF MYS OWBB WOO. d9 

And what-euere werkis fat he can, wda well, una 

124 And resonabli to take his meede. ww?(l ,. 

Wrongfulli summe her lijf heere lede, wma^" 

Among leemed & lewde it is founde so, 

Ami in her laste eende it ia to drede 

128 bei mowe wiyte hem silf her owno wo. biaiqeih«n«i>«. 

■ft Man, take hede what Jjou art : Mln woriM . 

But wormea meete ! bo u woost weel bis ; ibo4 - tt,ou maM 

Whanne pat fe erbo hab take his part, 
132 Heuene and helle schal liaue his. 

If Jiou doist weel, bou goist to blis ; ^ mn^Mi 

If bou do yueL bou goost to bi foo ; 

Loue'bi lord god, & J>iuke on bis, Donotiu«io 

136 Or bou wite bi silf bin owne woo. thrww. 

If Now ihesa crist, oure sauyour : Christ, defend «, 

From oure fooa Jiou vs defende ; 
Ie al oure node he oure socour, 
140 Heere & whawne we hens wende, hereafter 

And sende us grace ho to amende, [?««•»«.] 

Hia blisse bat we may come vnto, **"« ™ w> Thy 

Heere to make so good an eende nMawwitmD 

144 fat wee not cause oure owne woo. 
Deo gracias. 



[End of the MS. In a later hand ia " This is sir Harj 
myndes booke, Record of John Dauis, & of sir John George & of 
Sir Robert george fines (?) ] 
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;(« Kites «f % Jami gem. 



Ifjwv 



■lull be honej 
melody Id thin 



wole be weel witft god, ^?wi haue grace 
to rcule f i lijf, Awd come to f e ioie of loue, J)is name 
iii cum,' Jam, ihe#u, fastne it bo fast in fin herte Jjat it come neuere 
■h«n thon * ou t °f J"i J^ujt. And whanne f ou spekist to him, 

& aeist ihesu f oru; custum, It schal be in fin eere 
ioie, A«d in J»i niouf bony, ^nd.in fin herte melo- 
dies For f ou achalt biwke ioie to heere )>e name of 
8 ihesu be nempned *, a awetnes to speke it, Myirf e & 
aong to finke on it. If Jiou finke on ihemi coe- 
tynueli, And holde it atabli, It purgif f i synne, it 
kyndeliji fin herte, It elarifieb Jti soule, It remeuef 
12 anger, it doif a- way alownes, It wyndiji iw loue 
fulfillid of charite, It chasif fe deuel, it puttif 
out drede, It openef heuene, it makif contemplatijf 
men haue in mynde ofte ihesu, For alle vicis & 
16 fantuma it puttif fro }ie louer. Also f erto heile ofte 
marie bote day & nyjt, And Jianne myehe ioie & 
loue achalt f ou fele. And f ou do aftir ]>is lore, Jje 
needif not greetli coueite many bookia. Holde loue 
20 in herte & in werk, And Jiou hast al fat we may 
aeie or write, For fulnes of lawe is charite : In fat 
hongif al 

* There is a carl of contraction as for ir over the second e. 
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%, Song CsM 

prlamnttam af Jfwnlris. 



{Lambeth MS. 853, aft. 1480 a.d., Pages 157—182.) 

TTThawne maiye was greet wttft gabro'el, 

And had conceyued & borew a cbilde, 
Alle Je deuelis of Jie eir, of erjie, & of belle, 
4 helden J>er paralament of fat maide mylde, 
^[ What man had made her wombe to swells. 
" To tempten hir je tenden to seelde ; 
her childiB fadir who can telle, 
8 Who dide with hir J>o werkis wieldet " 

^f In halle be feendis boo answeride, 
" We knew neuare fadir fat he hadde, 
But amongis prophetis we haue leerid 
12 J>at god with man haj> couenauwt maade : 
^f A serpent in deseert was rerid, 
So schal god-is sone in man be had, 
Jje aoule of Mm schal be vnsperid, 
16 his herte to-cloue, and he for-bleed. 

If ))ese prophetis speken so in myst, 
What )iei mente we neuere tnewe ; 
J>ei spoken of oon schnlde hote cn'st, 
20 But maries sone hijte ihesu ; 



Devils heW. 
consul Nation u to 
who ha4 begotten 



[Pigs' «■] 
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JlE DBUELIS FEBLAMEKT. 

^f And pei seidera pat crist w?'tA god schulde 1 
a-twist, 
But pis ihe#u neuere in pe godhede grew ; 
We oen bigilid alle wi]i oure lyat, 
24 be cloop is al of anothir hew ; 



The Kultr Devil 



^[ And (iouj god make hise perlament 
Of pees, mercy, trouthe, & resoon, 
And from heuen til erj>e hie sone be sent 
28 In mankinde to take a cesoun, 
V We schulen ordeyne bi oon assent 
A priuey couwcell al of tresoun, 
And clayme ihesu for oure rent : 
32 For pat he is kinde of man, it is good chesoura, 

^f Write we his name, wheper we spede, 
Sipen to us he is vnknowon, 
For Jtouj he be come of straunge seed, 
36 Jit in adams grounde was he sowen. 
^1" Whanne he is ripe, do we oure dede ; 
Loke we pat we him boJ>e repe & mowen, 
For J ouj god him silf oure rollis rede, 
40 Bi rijt we chalenge ikem for owe owna" 

X o me, maistir deuel, it lij s ; 
To ihesu wole y takehede, 
To norische him in manye delijs, 
44 His freel fleisehe bojie to elope & fede ; 
^f And Jkjuj Jiat he be neuere so wijs, 
Jit out of pe wey y wole him lede, 
And make of him hope fool and nyce, 
48 And in helle bis soule brede." 



^f Jjus deuelis per wilis caste 
Wif per argumentis greete, 
& Jritti ^eer pei foondid faste 
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j)E DEUELI8 PERLAMENT. 

52 To tempte ihesu in manye an hete. totomptj* 



wlldanieH whtn 



U'liipled 



^f " In to a wildiines with ihesus y paste, 
Of him knowliche for to goto, 
And fourty daies fere he faste 

56 Wiboute sleep, drinks, or meets." i» &>ud m a»j.. 

If )3o maistir deuel wondre foujte ^^ , M j 

Of ihesus stalworbe complexioun ; wm^^d"* " 11 

Bi mannys fode lyuede he noujte, ttaTliTtog«ii> 
60 But bi praiere and deuocioun. 

^f " But wharene he bigan to hunger, as me Jioujt, Him, ■ h. 

To tempte him Jiawne y made me boun : Hum t>nmi.' 
'Lo, heere he stoonys bard y-wroujte, 
64 Make herof breed, y seide, to mannia foisoun.' 

If 'Forsope,' ihesu aeids, 'not oonli in breed fmmM 'w- 

is verrili mannis propir lynyng, *J* "om hmd 

But in euery worde of be eodhede word of oo*.' 

J * ° Th« devil took 

68 To body and soule is coumfortynge. Him to > pinm- 

^f Vpon an hi} pinnacle panne y him broujte, uduiudHtuu 
And left him Jtere, and leep a-downe, 
And seide, ' saue pee harmelees, lyme & heed, 

72 And kibe now maiatries while bou art jonge. 

5f If bou be god-is sone, lete se ; , Angal> ^ 

Of bee is writen longe a-goon, banThw m ihoit 

* D D hands lest Thou 

' Aungils in hondis schullen beere pee Mro» Thy foot 

7fl Lest bou spume pi foot at a stoon.' 

If Quod ihesu, ' in holi writt bou maist &e, jwdSit* 1 ' 1 

Tempte not bi lord god lyuynge aloone ; ' Tnn i* ■»' "tf 

Wif al bi mygbt and pi pooste Him with >ii th. 

80 J»u scbalt him serue, and obir noone.' " 

V J)e deuel sis it myght not geyn ; 

,. , Then tha DctII 

Of ihem his purpos he gau rays ; brought Him u 
He broujte him til an hi) mounteyn, 
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JjE DEUELIS PERL All ENT. 

84 And bad him do as he wolde wye. 
K And pere he achewide him upon pat pleyn, 

Icwels, ritchesee, and worldli bliaae ; 

" Worschipe me here, & bicome my swayn, 
88 And y sclial jeue fee al this." 

^f " Go, sathanas ! from blie fou flit, 
From heuene riche, f>at rial tour ! 
It is writen oonli in holi writt 
92 ' bi lord god pou aehalt honour.' " 

U""Alaa," qwod )>e deuel, "where haat pou 
witt I 
J)i wordis are bittir, pi workis aren sour, 
Jji conclusioun so eoore me knyt, 
96 I abood neuere ao aeharp a Bchour." 

^f Jje deuehe gadriden per greet frame, 
And heelden per perlament in pe myat. 
" Oon wolde riflee us at hame, 
100 And gadere pe flour out of oure gryat ; 
^| Neewe giloure wolde waite us schame, 
Oonfja] men clepid him iohne ]>e baptist, 
But now he hap turned, Himus is his name : 
104 Jpat first hijte ihesu, now is clepid cryst, 

U I si$ him neuere rage ne plawe, 
But euere in stabilnee he is ay, 
And atreitely kepif god-is lawe, 
108 And stijfly wip-etoondiji myn asaay ; 
■ft To werkis of vice wole he not drawe ; 
A wondir worde y herde him say, 
be greet temple he wolde doura prawe, 
"*' 112 And reise it ajen on pe pridde day. 

it mi birth ^f Whanne he was born, wondris bifel : 

Ouer al was pees, bope eest and went, 



Ha Hid be would 
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pit DEUELIS PER LAMENT. 

In rome of oile pere aprong a wells, 
116 From tristiuer to tybre it ran prest. 
T[ In rome Jer templis dou» felle, 

ber mawmetie diden al to-brest, 

Aungile to echeperdis glorie gan telle — 
120 ' In erjte, to al mankinde, hope pees & reef nnunanBiid. 

Tf be emperowr in rome stood hije, Theim[*rori»t 

bre BTinnis in oon he si) sehyninge clere, meTinuiiir 

In Je myddis of hem a maiden he sije TSi* 1 ^"" 
124 A man child e in her armes beere. 

^f be empenwa* & eek sibile spoken prophesie, He and the sibji 

And Jtei acoididen hofe in feere, Son P !Sr!i*«n> 
And seiden 'god-is sone mankinde schulde bie : 5J?*|*** **? •, 

o ' time dmi nigh. 1 

128 It is Je tokene, pe tyme neijep neere.' 

If Also fro kingis come fro fcr, ThneKingioune 

To worschipe ihwu al Jei soujte ; wonhip j«nu, 

bat reisid eroudis herte pere 
132 hem to elee, for pei so wrou)te. 

!■ Bi J>e li)tnynge of a sterre, ltd by the light °> 

To ihesu alle >re presentis pei broujte ; ^HZS*** 

Homeward an aungil taujte hem nerre 
136 A-noJ>er wey J>an pei had poujte. 

K Jjanne y councellid eroud witA-irane a while rp^, ltim] 

To distroie )* fomw prophesie, S^" 1 **** 

bat alle men children in towne & pile . . 

f * to al fly nil tho 

140 to slee Jem, pat ihesue myght wjitA hem die. mala children, 

% He ascapide in to egipt ; in pat while bst j«™ m^ d 
per mawmetis fil doun from an hije ; ' 

he knew my pou)te, & si) my gilee, demon* the 

144 y myghte not hide me from hia yja D«ir.g«iio. 

1[ To tempte ihe»u it wole not avails ; 'm. n0 nod to 

Of pe worldis good hap he no neede ; Wm| * m; 
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[Pa*. IBS.] 
Ho abide. In 

charity, ami will 



[P^BIBO.] 



]>E DEL-ELia PERLA.MKST. 

I leese on him ao myche trauaile, 
148 Jje more y bo worche, be worse y apede ; 
^f WitA fie schaiper a-sautis y him aasaile, 
be lasae of me he atoondib in drede, 
t>e bolder in hikir y bidde hint bataile, 
152 Jje laase of me he takijj hede. 

^f For if y tempts him in wrafbe or pride, 
Wiji pacience and mekenea he aconfitib me ; 
If y tempte him to letcherie, y muate me hide, 
156 He voidiji me of wib chastitee. 

f In glotenie & enuye wole he not abide, 

But is euere in mcsure and in charitee; 

In coueitise & auarise wole he not ride, 

160 but is euere in largenes and in pouerte.'* 

If J)e deuel seide, "neifer in hoot ne coolde 
I may not make him stumble ne falle ; 
I nyste him neuere goo to scolee, 
164 And jit oonis y sij him spute in Jie scoole halle : 
\ He aatte him ailf on ]>o hijest stoole, 
And argued ajens be maiatris alio ; 
Summe callid him wijs, summe eallid Mm foole, 
168 But ' goddis eone' he him silf doof calle. 

^f Hise werkis passen mannis kinde, 
For crokid & oreplia he makiji rijt ; 
For deef, & dombe, & boron blynde, 
172 he jeuef hem speche, heeryng, & eight. 
If Woode men, he jeueb hem )ier mynde, 
And makiji mesels hool and Hjt ; 
A legioun of feendis in a man he dide finde, 
176 Alio he drofe out boruj his myght. 

^[ "Wiyn of watir he makif blyne, 
And doof manye a wondir dode, 
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Wib two fyachis, and loues fyue, iMiNoomn 

. r * , .... wttntwo«ibe» 

180 fyue bouaand men y saw; him fede. ud «•< Iohm, 

^f Twelue leepis of releef Jterof dide briue wing is t«i« 

To men, women, & childrew, bat hadde/t nede ; <***&***. 

Deed men he reiaid from deeb to lyue, 

184 And jit werib he neuere but oo wede, d^awiifc. 

K He handlib neiber money ne knyf, ^ aMlrM 
Neijwr in synne deairib he ony woman to kis ; »'tb »«™. 

But oonis he saued a weddid wijf, md™*™* 

188 In apouaebriche bat hadde doon mys. 'SUtZt 

U He is ao wondirful in lijf, He fa (— h B 

I can not knowe weel what- he ia ; mi*" 1 !^"!* 

I wolde we hadde eendid oure striif ; h» it. h> t> « 
192 He is out© of oure bookie, & we out of hia. 

A fitte. Qiben y him first tempte bigan, 

w I aij him neuere chauisge hewe ; Mm tmuge ™* 

Oonys he bad me " go, foule sathan ! " ma tie n prov» 

196 Euere-more bat repreef y rewe. mo " 

^[ In werkis he is good, in persoone a man ; p^ 197.] 

Lijk to Wni y neuere noon knewe. i^Ttnt »L 

Where lemed he al be witt fat he can t ^^^ 
200 For euqry day he doob wondris neewe. 

fT I folewide him oonys to a place, 
To a mounteyne upon an hijte ; 

Petk, iamee, & iohfi, bere was, ,_ 

' ' ^ * ' J*mm, John, 

204 Ely & moyses stood bere up riji ^ „ a Xats 

^ I wolde haue seen iheou-is face, H] , ^ lhma , 

But y myjt not, it schoon so brijt ; brigbt 

In be soobfaat eunne cloaid it was, $„& lt Ntaded 

208 J)e brijt beemys blent my aijt. m, ■ 

K To lette be propbesie scone y went, 1 g,„ tht Jew . 

Jje iewis to slee ihesu y jaf hem chois ; wSine'*™. 
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If be die onpo rootle, we seh.nl be sehent : 
212 I wolde not pat fei had tie jeuo fiat vois. 
^f Me was too for fat iugement, 

Of " cracifuge" to heere Jte noise ; 

PUatis wijf y bad bisiiy jeue tent 
216 Jwt ihesu were not doon on fe crois. 

If Jit J>e iewis, for hise dedis goode, 

Fals witnes vpon bim fiei berid, 

And nailed him upon p e roode, 

220 And peyned him fere til fat he deied. 

^1" Vndir his lift side y my ailf stood, 

And aftir his soule ful naraj a-apied ; 

I wist neuere whidir it jode ; 

224 Whanne he it up jaf, so manly he cried ; 

^f be sunne & moone losten per light, 
Jje elementis foujtcn as leit of J undir, 
Jie etjie qwoke, and mouwteynes an liigbt, 
228 Yaleis, & stoonys, bursten a-sundir ; 
K Dede men risen Jjoruj his myjt 
To bere witnes of pat wondir ; 
My mynde faihd, y loate my aijte, 
232 I nyate how soone y came Jier vndir. 

^f Ihem is soule is wente, y woot not where, 
So pnuely it dide from me passe ; 
Wharene his herte was f irllid witA a spere, 
236 baraie wyste y weel who be was. 
^f Ordeyne we us wif al oure gere, 
For hldir he Jiinkip to make a race; 
Arise we alle Jiat hen bounden heere, 
240 And foond we to defends oure place, 

Tf For if pat he wole hidir come, 
We schulen foonde euery-choon, 



,, Go ogle 



■ Th»i'» no good ; 
Hli iplrlt n now 



pE DEUELIS PERLAMENT. 

Alle to-gidere, bo)>e hool & some, 
244 To tear him from pe top to pe toon." 
If J)anne aeide lucifer anooue, 

" It is but waast to spsken so ; 

Jje spirit of him is now hidir come 
248 For to worchen us alle woo." 



K Jjere as pe goode aoulis diden in dwelle, ThoDniu 

t»i cheyned pe jatis, and barred hem faste ; hUSa!!^ 

" A I now," ihe«u aeide, "je princis felle, muiTi™*' 

252 Openop pe jatis Jiat oners scbal lasts, JjJJJ ™ idi 

5 And letijt in jcwe king of blis to hells." 

)}e deuelis axid him panne in basts, 

" Who is pe king of blis pou doost of tells J 

256 Wenest pou to make us alle a-gastet" 



the Klnn of Blln 
Ths ttf.il. uked, 



[P^. 170.] 



qoicklj. 



If " Strong god and king of myght, 
I am lord and king of blis, 
Ouer-comer of deep, myght i in fight ! 
260 Euerlastynge jatis, openeji wight I 
J Bope pees, mercy, troupe, & right, 

I broujt them at oon, & made fern to kis ; 
Euerlastynge jatis, openep on hight, i*» m roor King 

264 And lets in joure king to take out his I own. 

^f For y, pe soule of ihesu crist, am come hider, i, chrfn'i mU, 

Witnes perof, my body in erjie hep deed, ™ JJJJ U^"" 

And Jje holi goost wit& pe soule togider ""* 
268 jl'it neuere schal parte from pe godhede. 

^f In heuerebliaje stooden full slidir; YaiortHst™ 

Jjonij pn'de je offendid my fadn's bede ; ^b^bhomJi 

Mannis soule for meeknes schal come pider, MMknMi shall 

272 j)ere as ;e feendis forfetid pat stide." bio. 1 

If Jjanne seide lucifer, " god dide forbede 
To adam in poradiis but oon tree, 
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And peyne of deep to haue for pat dede, 
276 And aftir in helle euere for to be : 
Tf And pou art come of adam seed, 
Jjerfore hi right we chalenge pee, 
For in holi writt pou made rede, 
280 ■ In helle is no remedie.' " 



•t™v nid <[ Ihesu seide, " lucifer, Boob bou telliat me : 

Chrirt; 'but tin " * „., 

>a Heii u (m But bou woost not pi silf how 



i i tt.ii Hell ig 



bere is a boonde helle, hut. pis 
281 be booad helle was ordeyned for jou j 
f For bat bat man forfetid poruj a tree, 

boruj a tree ajen houjt is he now. 

bou madist him synne, be peyne longip to fats, 
288 For pou waitist neuere good to mannia prowj, 

^f Lucifer, bou me vndir-nome, 
j!?z4 seidist y was of be seed of adams kyn ; 
forsope y out of be godhede come, 
292 And took neisch & blood a maiden wt'tA-irone, 
1[ for as of be seed of erbe per springib blome, 
So mette we, & partid wiboute synne : 
pin argumewt is fals, so is bi doome ; 
296 Bi what right woldist pou me wynnel 

fl Who was cheef of bi couwcell 

In heuera whanne pou forfetidist be Wis 1 
In paradiis adam pou dedist assaile, 
300 And temptidist hiw* to forfete hie ; 
If And y in his quarel took bataile 
Ajen my fadir to amende his mys, 
Wherfor of pi purpos pou schalt faile, 
304 forthi pi quarel noujt it is." 

K banue lucifer answeride ageyn, 
" Whi spekist pou so to me heere ? 
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It is but wantowne wordis ire veyn ; 
308 I trowe >ou comeat hidir us to fere. kSLtafrS 

^f Sumtyme whanne y was ire heuere an hi^, "•■ 

Jwt fat y f ere loste for my pride, certeyn, 

Heere-aftir y hope ful sikirly 
312 For to come to fat blis ageyn." i«.vtn«giui 

U Crist iheau spak to sathan tho, Chrilt „„„„ 
And seide to him in J>is manere, 

" It is but waast to spoken so, 'iMIaiiii 
316 Or ony auche wordis to seie now here. 

If Jjat tyme while f ou in heuen were, [Pug* n 

Ful myche ioie hsddist f ou tho ; & b«r«i* 

For alle fi felawis, glad were f ei fere, """a Jot. b 

320 But rijt soone it was ouer-goo." wi «^ 

V Lucifer spak to him ageyn, Lwiiar nid 

And seide to him w»tA wordis sere, htnmwnti 
" In f is place y haue dwellid ire woo & peine WM 1 ™*' 
324 Moore fan fis .iiij. fousand jeere : 

*j Helps me to )>at blis ageyn me n> bii» 
J» which y loste for my pride fere, 

for fere it is myrie in certeyn m on, tii 

328 To wonye wif rial aungils clere." " riUl "*"' 

^ " I seie fee, lucifer, y schal Jiee telle, chrbt ww 

Or euere ony fing was wrought — ■ 'B»Kmtbe 

Heuene or erfe, eir or helle, — 
332 Forsofe Jioo y made fee of nought. nothing, 

^f In heuere wharene Jiou stoodist in wele, 

I made fee aboue aongils alle, indnttiw 

But ferof raajt f ou neuere e. deel, 
336 Suche pride in fin herte gan falle. 

^[ In heuere wharene f ou were at f i wills, [page p, 

J)ou my^tist haue be in pees & reste ; 
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I took pee my aeete fill atille, 

340 It to jeme pou were ful prest ; 

J And while y wente where me list, 

And come ajen a-noon in hi^e, 

Jjou seidist Jiat pou were worpiest, 

344 And to sitte fere as weel as y ; 



■n<i Hon navw ^ And pou repentidiat fee 

™ ! * >n "' * ' But euere aggregidist pi trespas. 

Adimaid; ho Adam wepte & sijede soote, 

Mksd merer. God 348 And aakid mercy & oile of grace ; 
that, ud let me ^ My fadir sende me hidir perfore, 

Vpon a tree leete deep me chase, 
A apere poru^ myn herte gan boore, 
352 & leete out pe derworpiest oile pat euere w. 

inHi>iuun«,opto »j j n m y fadris name of heuene 

Opene )ie $atis ajens me ! " 
Like lightning As lijt of kite, and p uwdir leeme, 

356 Jje jatia to-burate, and gan to flee ; 
out Ad*m and nil 1T Cod took out adam and eue ful euene, 

™d entsSJ™" -^ n ^ tt ^ e n ' 8e en08en eompanye. 

ihaxkr, nameij, jjg prophetis seiden wtth mylde steuene, 

360 " A song of wondris now aynge we." 

A4lm ' K " A, ha ! " aeide Adam, " my god y ae ; 

He fat made me wif his hond ! " 
Nonh. " I se," seide noe, " where comep hee 

364 Jjat sauede me bope on watir & londe ! " 
Abnhiun, ^ Quod abraham, " y se my god so free 

})at aauede my sone fro bittir bands ! " 
*■«• J» aeide moyaes, "fese tablis he bitook me 

368 His lawe to preche and vndirstande ! " 

If Quod Danid, " we spoken of oon so grym 
J)at schuldc breke pe braaen jatis. " 
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Qwod Zachaxie, " & hia folk out nym, 
372 And leue here atille bo bat he hatia." 

K Quod symeon, " he lijtneb his folk in dym, 

Lo where derknes achendib her atatis. 

bo seide iohne, " J>is lomb, y spak of him, 
376 bat al be worldis synne a-batys." 



IT Oure lord them took bi be hond, [f»wiw. 

And hroujt bem to be place of blis, th«n tavan. 

And seide to them, y vndir-stonde, it for *u who 

380 " Jjis baigeyn y haue boujt her, bis : 

*$ For riche & pore, free and bonde 

bat wole axe grace and ameende ber mya, «* p*». «« 

' ° . ™™ a tbdr ' 
Schulen be m'tft jou heere pleyande 

384 In my kingdom, heuene blis." 
If Thus ihesiiB crist harewide helle, 

11 ' That Chrlrt 

And ledde hise louers to parades : iurro.™d h»i 

Of be obero hellis wolde he not melle, hoiu be wmh 

388 Where feendis hlake bounden hja, landi md dm 

If And where dampned aoulis euere achulew dwelle StST 1 *"*** 

Jjat wolen not do weel, but euere be nyee, 

Turmentid wt'tA horible deuelia of helle tormented b» 

392 J)at sumtyme were aungils of prijs. hombi»de.ii. 



K Helle repreued bo be deuel eathan, 
And horribli gan him dispice, 
" To me bou art a achrewide captayn, 
396 A combrid wretche in cowardise." 

K J30 seide lucifer, " siben J>e world bigan 
I haue brou^t hidir manye a greet price 
Hidir into helle of al kinde of man, 
400 Bofe be false, foolis, and be wise. 



[P«ge mj 

Bat Lucitcrju.li- 



f Helle, so worsehipide neuere bou wi 
If bou cowdiat haue kept bee soo ; 
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fK DEUELIS PERLAMENT. 

I broujte Jtee bojie god & man in fere ; 
404 Whi were p ou so nyce to leete him go ) " 
, ^f Quod helle, " not wij> fi poowere 

I myjte not weme him oon of tho ; 

He took out alle J;at were him dere ; 
408 I myjte not lette him, fouj he wolde mo." 

^[ Quod belsabub, " y barrid ful faste 

Jje jatis witft lok, cheyne, bolt, & pyn ; 

And witA oo word of his wyndis blaste 
412 )jei broken vp, and he came ynne, 
*] He boond me, and downe me caste ; 

it is to us no boto to stryue with bim ; 

Whanne J e dreedful doome is come & paste, 
416 Oure eendelees peyne is J?awne to bigynne." 

T Jjouj J»e iewis dide ihesu to die, 

Jit on p e fridde day he roos to liif ajen ; 
It was to bim mo ore yictorie 
420 £an jwwj he hadde alle fro iewis sleyn. 
% Summe were glad whanne Jjei him eije, 
Summe were sory, summe were fayne, 
And uumtyme in oon eompanye 
424 Amonge .v. hundiid he was seyn. 

T Of oynement ful manye a drope, 

Marie mawdeleyne to ihesu sche broujte ; 

Ihesu wente fro a li til a-slope, 

428 And seide, " mawdeleyn, towche me noujt." 
1[ Alle bise disciplis weren in wanhope ; 
For to eoumforte them ihesu Joujte, 
And bad hem hiae woundis handle & grope, 

432 " I haue fleisch. & blood ! so spiritus haue noujt." 

IT Thomas was of right hard bileeue 
Til he hadde spoke wij> ihesu tho : 
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Ihesu spak wif worths breue, J«™ wid, 

436 " Come hidir, thomas, & speke me to ; the proof thari 

^f For here Jwu maist now f e soofe preue, ""pH" in.] 

How fat y on f e roode was y-doo ; t>«'i«™° t ■mi b> 

And he fat wille not on it bileeue, d«™»a.* 

440 Schal be dampned to peine for euermo." 

% banne Beide ihemi wif myelde epeche ToHiidi«ipiw 

To hiae diaciplia, "y wole je goo HXtnSt 

To alle creaturis aboute, to preche ing to «u people. 
444 Myn uprisynge, to freende & foo ; 

^f And Jw fat bileeuen fat je teeche, Th ^ who Mltn 

Bodies and eoulis saued ben thoo: «»h«Bi»«wii 

th»j who 4o not 

And f o fat bileeuen not, y seie to eche, •bail v u> mi. 
448 J)o Bchulen for euere to peine goo. 

^f From joa, feendis schulen flee for my name ; De ^[, ,- bM flee 

Eddria & venym Hchal from jou ateele ; poi.on ib«ii not 
bou^ je drinke poisoun, it schal not jou tame, tort J 0B - 
452 Neif er hanne jou, ne noo greef feele. 

^f I schal newe twigis in 30U frame Xmnuu^pak 

Alle maner of langagie forf to deele ; b^^^^ 

And f fat je touche, site or lame, •"*■* 
456 Body and soule y wole hem heele." 

^[ Oure lord, aftir his resurreccioure, here [p^, ia».] 

In erfe he was forsofe dwellynge cm^nhtiu Holy 

Til hooly f nreday eomen were, S'm'^oTrJri 

460 bat he stii to heuene, where he is king. b)t0 taw*. 

- -~> ' ■» He Hull Judge U» 

^f At fe dreedful doom, wif-out losing, "ving md ikma. 
Bofe quycke and deede fere schal he deme. 
God jeue us grace iw oure lyuynge 
464 To serue oure god, & marie to qweeme. 

*t Of alle f e children fat euere were boron, Neit to OhriM 
Saue oonli cnst him silf a-loone, 
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Was no on so holi here biforn 
463 As was J?is holi child seynt iohum 
T pat baptisid oure lord in flom iordon 
Wif ful deuout & good douocioun, 
And after for ihesus loue to deef gan goon, 
472 And suflride ful mykil passioun. 

If Now schal y telle with ful good eheere 
Of fiat holi aaaumpeioun 
Of his blessid modir deie, 
476 How sche was taken up with greet deuocioun 
If Vnto hir blessid sone, as his wil were, 
bat ferto sente hise aungils a-down, 
& vp f ei baren fat maiden cleere ; 
480 Queene of heuen fere fiei dide hir crowne. 

If Jjenne alle aungils fat were in heuene 
"Were at J?e crownyng of fat maide free, 
And eongen alle with myldo ateuene 
484 « Gloria tibi domine." 

% Jjat is a song of ioie and blisse ! 
God jeus; us grace fat eijt to so, 
Of his mercy fat we noujt mysse, 
488 Qui natus es de virgine. 

*[ )?is song fat y haue sunge jou heere, 
Is clepid 'fe deuelis perlament:' 
. Jierof is red in tyme of jeere 
492 On f e first Sunday of elene lent 
^f Who-so wole haue heuen to his hire, 
Kepe he him from fe deuelis combirment ; 
In heuene his soule may fere be sure 
496 Wif aungils to pleie verament. 

% bis lessoun was made but late ; 
Jjere ben no triflis in f is tale ; 
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Jje deuelis boost fins gan he bate, 
500 Oure curteis crist, ours king riale. 
^| He helpe as in alio at heuene jate, 

Wib seintis to sitte fere in sale ! 

Crist J kepe us out of harme and hate, 
504 For fin hooli spirit so special ! 

Explicit parlamentum of feendii. 



[The Diatorit printed in The Babtet Soke, $c., follows here.] 
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ftjtt Utitror jrf % |triak of 
Psn'j fife,- 



BIDH OF THE VIRTDB8 AND VICES FOR THE 
SOUL OF MAN. 



. iy- [Lambeth MS. 863, ab. 1430 a.»., pages 120-150, written 

fc without breaks, till near the bottom of p. 131, as marked by the 

insetting of the even lines here.] 

Man's wnh i> HOw mankinde doob bigynne 

•roodwful ! Be- „ 

gotten in sin, ie wondir for to scryue so ; 

In game he is bigoten in sywne, 
■wtanBiBgku * J> e <^^ is > e modris deedli foo ; 

mother-iuie. Q r bei be fulli partide on tweyne, 

In perelle of deeb ben bobe two. 
p»r hem™ j Tore he come be world wttA-ynne, 

i»« ire gnu. g T^"ijj sorewe & pouert oute schal he goo, 

In wyntir nyjt or y wakid, 
I dwnt i «w In my sleep y dreemed so ; 

'^JJallL] * 8aw a obiU mod*> ' nakid, 

12 Hew bom be modir fro. 

BointotbadMart, -Al aloone, as god him makid, 
taibyln B,B ^° wildimease k e dide goo, 

Angii-Mend ma xil two in gouernaunce it takid, 

16 An aungel freende, an aungil foo. 

The wond toia ftuod be world to be child, " how many foolde 

tii. Child it pn ^w r r • J 

htm n»d «od Haat bou broujt richesse J now late se : 

Jjou schuldist deie for hunger and coolde 
20 But y lente meete & clobe to bee : 
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I wole Jiee fynde til )wn be oolde; How would h« 

How wolt Jxm quyte it me 1 " p ' r 

Quod desteine, " he is boiyt & eoolde." 
Quod dec^, " his eende make schal we." 



poore pi; world witft- necta*. 



Quod >e child, ' 
inlie 

To pursue a wondirful eritage : 
NaMd out of J>e wyket of synne, 

Of the perellis of stieite passage, 
To aeke deep y dide bigynne, 

pat ilke dredful pilgrymage, 
Mi body & soule to parte a tweyne, 

To make a denourse of Jjat mariage. 

Jui^tnesse, atrenbe, corage & bewte, 

]Je comaundementis )>at god bede ; 
Lust, liking , & iolite, 

.vij. werkis of mercy ' and J?e crede. 
Veyne glorie, flateiynge, and vanyte, 

Sowowe, sijing, loue, & drede, 
To the child het seruice profren he, 

For helle peyne or henene meede. 

. Thanne come oon & stood ful etille, 

And bis seruice profride be : 
" bose folke wolde bi silfe spille 

To make bee bonde ; y wole make fee free. 
J3ei hau fee tau^t bofte good & ille ; 

From her councel fast Jjou nee, 
For my name is freewille ; 

Leue alle hem & folowe me." 

The jonge child e in studio stood, 

And in herte wittis soujte. 
Conscience mengid his mood, 

" Mi fair childe, what hast fou boujt I 



laii ill others,. 
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i I am Conscience, knowe yuel & good, 

We two to rekenynge must be broujt : 
Eiwaare ! free wille wole make J>ee woods ; 
56 Free wille witAouten witte is noujt. I 

for my name is Conscience ; 

To knowe me Jwu must bigywne ; 
Discredoure is my science, 

60 Vicis & Vertues l to voide a twynne. 
A-queynte ]>e weel witA Prudence, 

He ledip alle vertues out & i»ne ; 
Bi waar of richelees, for he wole make diffence, 

61 For he is leder of al synne, 

Tf Whanne Jie child was .vy. jeer olde, 
Passyng sowkyng of milke drewis, 
J)e good auwgil p<: childe dide weelde ; 
68 Al vertu to him fan soone he schewis : " 

" To fadir & modir honour Jtou jeelde ; 

Loue god, & drede, and be of good fewis." 
J)e wickid auragil bad him be boold 
72 To calls bofe fadir & modir schrewis. 

J?e good aungil badde him " be mylde 

From al woo, it wole )iee werre : 
Jjat man may hije housis bilde 
S ; 76 J)at his tunge can weel for-beerre." 

Quod Jie wickid aurcgil, " while J>ou art a child, 

Wttft ))i tunge on folk Jiou bleere ; 
Course of kynde is for joujie to he wilde, 
80 To beete alle children, and do hem deerre." ' 



ihufl at ' vij. jeer age childhood bigynnes, 
And folom'tft folies many foold ; 

Aftirward his childhode blynnes ; 
Whanne he is fourtene jeer olde, 
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Jjanne knowliche of manhode he Wynnes, 

pe .vij. vertuea wif him wonne wolde ; Then the seven 

ptmne come J; Jm; .vij. deedli synnes seven Mon»i 

WttA f e wickid aungil housholdu to holde. hcy'i tool. 

Quod resoun, " in age of .xx, jeer, Aboot m ^ t 

Goo to oxenford, or leme lawe." JdrUm'nnu^™' 

Quod lust, " harpe & giterne fere may y leere, J^edTiee. 

And pickid staffe & buckelere, pere-wif to w*>* «"ff-pi»j 
plawe, 
At tautrne to make wowimen myrie eheere, women, end 

And wilde felawis to-gidere drawe, 
And be to bemond A good squyer 

Al nyjt til fe day do dawe. 

Quod conscience, " fat axij) coost ; 

J)e moore f cm spendist, f e lesse f on hast ; 
J)i tyme, fi leemynge bofe ben loost, 

J)i freendis good f on spendist in waast. " 
Quod lust to conscience, " joufe so muste ; 

Joufe can not kepe him chast." 
" Good conscience, goo preche to f e post, 

Jji couraeel sauerif not my tast. 

J?ouj Conscience bidde me be stille, 

I wole holde forfe fat y bigan ; 
Al my lust y wole rul-fille, 

I wole spare no womman ; 
Conscience wolde binde me to skills, 

And make me his bondman. 
F&reweel Conscience ! weelcome frewille ! 

I wole lerne no more good fan y can." 

J|ow vicis & vertues wole not slake, 

Now man is .xx. wyntir in age : 
Quod pride, "no man fou forsake, 

I wole fee sctto in fe hijest stage." 
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THE MIRROR OF THE PERIODS OF MAN a LIFE. 

Quod glotenye, " nyjt & day pou wake ; 

Ete late & eerli iw outrage." 
Quod leccherie, " pi aeed richelees pou achake, 
120 And make no force of no manage." 

Quod wrappe, " ]oke Jwu bere pee bolde ; 

What man Jiee teene, His heed pou breest." 
Quod enuie, " pi foote Jwu holde, 

And pursue ■ for to paase Jie beeet." 
Quod sloupe, " in joupe, or pou be oolde, 

Leeme for to take pi reeat." 
Quod Coueitise, " wynnen y wolde." 

Quod auarise, " locke me in pi cbeest." 

Apparaile pe propirli," quod Pride, 

" Loke pi pockettis passe po lengist gise ; 
Slatre pi clothis bope schorte & side 

Passings alle opers mennis sise ; 
And where pat pou goo onper ride, 

Do no reuwence to fools ne wise ; 
Late no poors neijbore pryue pee biside ; 

Alle oper mennis councel loke pou dispise." 

Jli waar," quod Meekenes, " bow pn'de doof 

wyij 
He jeuep but woo & wysscbe to wage ; 
Of aungelis bewte pe prijs was his ; 

In heuene on pe invest stage, 
He wolde haue peerid wrW god of blis ; 
Now is he in hells moost loopeli page. 
Jjat feendis forfetid for her rays, 
Is now meeke mawnia eritage." 

Quod wrapps, " From pat councel flee, 
Jjou art stalworpe, jonge, and lijte, 

Of all quaTellis medle pou pee 
Bope of wronge & of rijto. 
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Who dar bete fee, nay lete be, 

Biche or poore, weike or wijte, 
Loke fou bere fee boolde on me, 

And y for fee wole chide & flbjte," >™ 

j?anne up stood Paciens, jmi 

" As wraffe biddif, do not boo, 
For wraf f e haf no Conscience, 

He makip ech man opens foo ; w n 

Jjer-wt'tA he getip his dispence, 

Jjat achulde be freende, to make hem foo. Ma 

P>'«ie god, he be f i diffence, 

Jjat fou be not founds in f e nonmbre of foo." 

Quod enuie panne, " y wole pee leere *" 

To make pi lord to pee tame ; «u 

Be homeli, & rowne in his cere, 

■ And bringe trewe folk in fals fame. p™ 

Make him pi suget, to pee to swere 
bat he schal not discnre pi name ; 

So make him fals witnesse to bere, 

And gete pee riehesse wif god-is grame." 

J?awne up roos a souereyn uertu 

Jjat is elepid Charite : *« 

" Loke pen not hise maners sue, En 

For god-is enemy sof eft is he. ' » 

Do pou to eue»y man pot is due do 

As pou woldist he dide to pee." 
Quod Coueitise " and alle folk were trewe, 

Manyo a man schulde neuere fee. 

f/aste fee faste to Coueitise, 

Make eotil f i wittis, & forge wilis, 
And preue fat trewe men be nyce, 

For so f o fals f e trewe bigilis ; 
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Such bere woraohipid & holden wise, 
^k J)ei purchaaen hem townes, manera, & pills. 

And trafo wolde wite where J)i lordschip lya ; 
184 Make heggia bi-twene 30U, and no atilia." 

•*■ Quod largen.es in almease dede, 

-, " Coueitise councellif fee amya. 

Jeue to be pore, & fou aclialt spede 
188 J)e bettir, be gospel aeijt pis ; 

For at )>e doome fere bon schalt drede, 

Criat wole reherse of Jiee y-wya 
J?e werkia of merci, as clerkis reede : 
■"■ 192 If boa haat doon hem, bon goost to blia." 

JBUn, loue ]>i wombe," quod Gloteny, 
" Leie mete upon meete, & ete faate ; 
But leue not fi crummea drye, 
■ 196 Drinke bou. til fie ful flood be paste. ■ 
Leue clennesae, & use harlotrie, 

But neuere a day loke Jiou ne faste ; 
In Jri wom.be make bi treaorie, 
200 Of feeuia fa/me bon achalt not be agaat." 

t>. Quod Mean ro, " man ! haue me in mynde. 

God made man suget to reaoura : 
"* Wat turnef a man to beeatia kinde 

204 But etynge & drynking out of aeaoun ? 
Drunkelew folk ben gooath blinde j 

For faute of witt her lijf ia geaoun ; 
In ydil oofia wasten f ei her wynde : 
208 To repreue suche, god fyndif enchesoun." 

Ta Quod Sloufe, " biaynesae y fee forbtide ; 

M To ehirche neifer goo ne rerane ; 

Who techih fee good, take noon hede, 
212 A;ens 00 worde jeue him ten : 
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8eie ' alle folk ben not sotil in dede ; ' 

Excuse bee so bi ober men, ■» H ' M f*ww 

And jeue hem myche maugre to made eumpia. 

)5at ony good bee wolde kenne." 

Quod Besinesse, "man ! of Sloube be waare ; Bs*™w.rm 

He is assigned to helle for eynne ; jJUU^ 
In good lyuyttge bi wittis ware, 

To drede god bou muste bigynne ; r« God, «id 

J)i fleischeli lustis bou muste spare, ei11 ' ,c ™ 

For vicis and vertues wole voids atwynne ; [Pug* 110.) 

In besinessis hous is good weelfare, Burin™ bring« 

And Sloube haf, hunger and clobis binne." 

Quod leccherie to man, " lone banne weel me, Ltestry «j» ■ 

J)i lustis with wommen bou fulfille, Irtthvwni 

For if bou in joube sparist banne bee, 

Jjou maist falle in greet perille. 
Joube ful of corage wole be ; youth wiu u>pj. 

Jjou muste hauo belpe, or etUs spille ; 
Spare no womman, y couneelle be, spin kioiu. 

J>ouj summe cryen neuere so schille." 



Quod Chastite to man, "loo, 

Herken how leccherie doob speke ! 
Whanne pou bi foule luste hast doo, 
236 Bi waare him banne ! he" wole bee brete, 
And seie ' for bou hast so doo 

Jjou must suffre peynes greete ; ' i«nn™t«, nod 

And but if god help bee bo, 
240 Soone in wanhope he wole fee lete. 

Quod be good aungil, " jit bee avise ; 

Lerne witte while bou art heere ; 
He is a foole bat may he wise, 
244 In heuene comeb no foolia to jeere, 
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i God doof richelees foolis refuse 

pat kujmen no good, ne noon wole lere ; 
If wordis excuse, werkie accuse, 
248 J)at makiji hem worse fan Jei were." 

^ ±N Jiritti jeer now y abide ; 

In discrecioun I haue in-sijt, 
Loueli to goo, and to ride, 
252 Ful of manliode & of myjt." 

Qwod Conscience, "vertues fou puttist aside. 

And norischist vicis day & TtJ$t" 
Quod man in scorn, " lo, Conscience doofi chide ! 
256 For losse of catel he darnot ftjt." 

V Jttan, kepe Jti richesse," quod Conscience, 

"To maynteine pride, it costif greete ; ' 
It costiji noujt, meekenesse ne pacienee, 
260 But it axif greet coost to chide & to beeto. 
Leccherie axif greet dispense, 

It distroieji mannis kindeli heete ; 
And glotenie coostift wifouten diffenee 
264 Bo]>e in diuerse drinkis and meets. 

XT costiji greet to use a sywne 
Jjat is clepid fonle Enuye, 
] For it fretijj man wM-iwne ; 

268 Bodi & soule it doof distroie. 
Sloufis Jjrifte, it is ful Juiine, 
It costiji myche in sloufe to lie ; 
™ a And Coueitiss al Jie world wolde wynne, 

272 And Auarise aftir more doith crie." 

Quod man to Conscience, " joujie axif delice j 
" For 30ufe fe course of kinds wole holde ; 

> . But joujie were a foole and nyce, 

276 How schulde wijsdom be fourcde in oolde. 
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Jje corage of jonfc, and oolde wise, 
Makif jonge men to be boolde ; 
In witt of oolde, worschipe lijs ; 
280 In J>e witte of wise, kingdom ia holde. 

J?ou wastist fi wynde & spillist J)i speche, , 

J)i wordis me is loop to heere j \ 

And y dide as fou doist me teche, 
284 I schulde neuere make myrie chero. 

Wenest J>ou wstA fin hond heuene to reohe 1 
Jjin arme wole not be so longe to jeere ; 

Now, good Conscience, <fc Jwu wolt preche, J 

288 Goo stele an abite, & bicome a frere." l 

tjuod man, y pleie, y wraatile, y aprynge, 
Jjeae ioies wolen neue/'e wende me fro ; 
Now alle gamya horn y brynge ; 

292 "What such aa y am, per ben no moo : 

I leepe, y daunce, y akippe, y synge, ' 

I am bo myrie y can not seie hoo." i 

Quod Conscienoe, " fou acnalt weepe & wringe ■■ 

296 Whanne pei take ber leeue to goo." J 

ALyn ijen ben cleere & brijt as glas, \ 

Mi lire as lillye and roose of hewe, i 

Of sebappe & strengpe alle folke y passe, , 

300 And euere my uertu wexip newe." " 

Quod Conscience, " y loue pee weel J>e laase, I 

)3ou usist no werkis of good vertu." ' 

" Goo, Conscience, pou lewide asse, * 

304 I kepe not pi maneria to sue." t 

Quod man, " Myne age is fourti jeere." 
Quod Jie world, " y offre to fee my weele." 
Quod strengpe, " late no mare be pi peere." 
308 Quod corage, " late no man with fee deele." 
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[p^eiw.1 Quod luste and liking, " make good cheere." 

HMhk. " I am al hool wijj pee," quod heele, 

Quod Conscience, " wistist pou what pese were 1 
312 At nede wole faile fii fleische bo freelo." 

Quod Conscience to man in ;oupe, 
" Traueile iw troupe in tyme is beste." 
Quod troupe, "gete pee riehesse noupe 

316 Wherwip in oolde to haue pi reste ; 
Jjouj age can as he cowthe, 
Myjt & corage he hap looste, 
He kepip his soule fat kepip his moufe, 

320 For pe soule to Jie fleisch ia bwt a goost" 

" J| Ow am I fifti jeere y-wis, 

Myn heer bigywnep to change his he we." 

Quod Conscience, " flee from alle vice, 

324 And use werkis of good vertu, 
Late not J)i werkis preue pee nyce, 
Loke fat Jwu euere be founden trewe." 
" Fare weel Conscience, weelcome Coueitiee ! 

328 To be richee now y wole pursue." 

Quod Conscience, " fat is idil bisynease, 
Nedeleea riehesse to gadre soo ; 
Ouerhope is pe cause y-wisse, 

332 He wenep ameende al er he goo." 
Wauhope aeip, " kepe weel pis, 
For pe world wole faile us two." 
Qaod Conscience, " chaunge not heuen blis 

336 For helle peyne, eorowe, and woo." 

"JrT sixti jeere myn age is pijte, 
Myn ijen daswen, mv» heer is hoore ; 
In my werkis y haue febil in-sijte, 
340 I fynde no vertu in my stoore. 
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How schal y rockeno with god almyjt 1 how null ha 

I am aschamed wondir soorc" 
Quod Conscience, " certis it were rijt 
344 To be holi now or neuei-e mocre." never." 

Quod jouthe to age, "what doist f ou nowfe J Toulh amU (ht 

Hange up fin hachet & take f i reste ; " d ™ il * 11 

be surcne is paet fer bi Jte sowthe, pm „ d ga„ e _ 

348 And bijeth awife in to fe weate," 

Quod man, " y aenied fee in jougf e (Pi»e i»] 

And al fe tyme myne eraest leste, 

Wif sorowe of herte & acbrifte of mouf e repent, mi wiu 

352 To god jit baue y kepte fe beate." eeneooa. 

flge. calls a^en jiatirday to-morowe; Youth mocke him 

And alle fi werkis, bigynne hem newe." 

Qwod man, "fouj fou speke in scorne, Thaawmui 

356 J»u techist me good fat y neuere knewe ; icom, 

I wole bif inke me on my werkis bifora, 

Do almes dede, praie, & rewe, win r ™y ami 

And goddis mercy schal ynne my corn, wuTta'hi«ooni. 

360 And fede me wif fat fat y neuere sewe. 

XN jougfe wbanne y was wilde & stronge, 'Whenronng, 

J)e fals world fair dide me wowe, w««a in*. 

Me foujt ech worde a myrie songe, 
364 Wif pipis, and dauwcis, & mirf is y-nowe. 

Now seif he, he loued me to longe, tut in age hu 

For myn heer bigynnej) to blowe ; 

To fi mercy, lord, me vndirfonge, Hm many on 

368 be tyde is ebbid, & no more wole flowe." °"' LoM * 

" J?e candel of lijf fi soule dide tende : rPw isv.) 

To lijte fee hom," reaoun dide saye. i let wind, of 

" Miche of my candel in waaste y apende, 
372 Manye wickid windia haf wastid it away ; 
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Vnnefe y holde ray eandelis eende, 
It is past euensonge of my day ; 
To reepe myn heruest, whidir mai y winds J 
376 Mi londis of vertues liggen al lay. 

% Whan iie joufe was maistir, y was page, 
We lyueden myche in pe feendis seruice, 
in "Wip rere son peris and wickid outrage, 

380 Liggo louge in bed, loope to ansa 

Now haue y noujt but wisschis to wage, 
And myche repreef amonge pe wijse ; 
Jlci pat loueden me in joupe, hatiden me in age, 
384 And vnkindeli me diden dispiee. 

the WOw haue y greet meruaile 

Jje world to man whi it was wroujte ; 
Fele temptaciouns now me assails, 
388 I haue no reste for chaunge of poujte. 

Whanne y schulde reste y haue greet merueile ; 
In bed to aleepe whawne y am broujte, 
t I se but drede and greet bataile 

392 Al mannys bjfe, and it be soujte. 

A hus pe fals world haj) forsaken me ; 

For waste of bise goodis he accusip me ; 

Jje synnes Jjat y loued, now haten me, 
396 To Conscience pei adwiten me ; 

Feendie Jjreten faste to take me, 

'And steren hells honndis to bite me ; 
!» Deep ssip, my breed he hap baken me ; 

400 Now schakep he his spere to smite me. 

J?us y am huntid as an herte to a-hay, 
I not whidir y may me tujne, 
Myne enemyee myjtili me assay, 
404 I wuxe feble and 7 
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To flee to god is my best* way, 
Jjere schal y in no poynt spume ; 
Lord ! now socour me J»at beste may, 
408 In fin herte Mood, fat holi bourne." 

Quod 3ouJ>e to age, " y fee forsake, 
)3i frendis deien, fi strengfe doof faile, 
. J)i sijte and heeryng bigynnef to slake, 

412 Jjee needif belfe and good counsailo ; 
God-is seniftumtis in areest haf fee take 
Til deef on fee haue doon bataile ; 
J)i reckenyng bi tyme bisili f on make, 

416 Or fe deuel bringe fe conntirtaile." 

J'ouj deef be eende of worldlis woo, 
Jjarcne deef is euere mannya freende ; 
thouj soulis in hello be pcnischid soo, 

420 Deef comef not fere to make noon eende 
Deef makif soulis to heuera to goo, 
But in to heueu deef may not wende, 
For deef is flemyd neuene froo, 

424 Deef is sugett to god to bende. 

H Ow y am sixti jeere and ten, 
Jonge folke Y fynde my foo, 
Where euere f ei pleie, leepe, or renne, 

428 Jjei f inken in her weie Y goo ; 

And whawne y mete with olde men, 
I pleyne ' f is world is chaungid soo ; ' 
Noon of er bote is but aeelde when 

432 Eeh man tellif ofir his woo." 

Quod jonf e to age, " y fee a-peele 
And fat bifore oure god y-wis ; 
I lente fee strengfe, bewte, & heele, — 
436 bese percellis ben of heuen blis, — 
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Corage, lijtnesse, freendis, & weele j 
Alio peso fon hast wastiJe amya 
From wijsdom in-to folies feele : 
440 GoJ wole haue rekenyng of al Jjis. 

to- J?ine heerynge and )>in 13c sijte 

Jjat pou hast wastide in veynglory ; 

pi moujte to wronge ajen rijte, 
444 In fala oopis and foule gloteny ; 

pin hondis to robbe and to rijte ; 

Jji strengpe fwu wastidist in tyrauntry; 

Jji feet in derknesee oute of lijto, 
448 Jji bewte Jiou wastidist in lecchery." 

Quod man, "y was goueraed Bitwene two feuis, 
i. £ei stale on me : Y was stalworjie & white ; 

Whanne my leepis weren broujt to preuis, 
452 I wondre on my silf Y was bo lijte. 
| Jougpe staale from me ; fat soore me greuis ; 

Age steelep on me bofe day and nyjte ; 
Mi 3ougfe, my vertu, al from me meuis ; 
456 Now wondre y on my silf where is my myjtc. 

If ?ougJ>e staale from me, Y was BtaIworJ»e & lijte ; 
„ And age steeleji on me Filjiis to weelde j 

JJ Jougjie steeliji front me, Y jeede up rijte ; 

460 Age Steele]) on me, Y bowe and jeelde ; 

Jougfe haj) stolen from me My leepie lijte ; 
Age steelij* on me, Y wexe on-mylde ; 
?nugfip Steele}) my corage To pleie & fijte, 
464 Age is so on me stoolen. pat, y mote to god me 
jilde. 

J( Ow y am euene of jeeris fore acoure, 
So manye wyntir Y am oolde ; 
Jjere y was wonte To leepe bifore, 
468 Fer aboute now My wei y hoolde : 
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My backe bowiji, myn ijen ben soore, 
Myn hoote blood is kelid coolde : 
Alas I Conscience ! to litil y toko Jri loore, 
472 Jjo tab's fat pov hast oftc me toolde." 

Quod Conscience, " where haddifltfwu fjatspechel 

Jji lijte leepis foonde to pieue ; 

be put of Je stoon Jjou maist not reche, 
476 To litil myjte is in J>i sleue. 

In yougje whawne y dide fee teehe, 

Fouls Jwu me Janne dedist repreue ; 

I fanke god of f>i good leeche." bm tiumiu o«i 

480 " Jhe, Conscience, now to fi wordis y leeue." ta "*' 

B Ow foure score jeeria is past, At «*«i» nun 

Mi bjf is but traueil & woo, Wns ' 

Fer iw to rereage y am cast, 

484 Into ten jeer and moo. 

My lymes foulden |>at werere fast, 

WiJ) staffe in honde now y goo ; ,„ w-kl ^^ , 

My redy speche may not last, *"* 

488 So my teef ben fallen me fro. Mi tteth »u «*, 

Ful of fleisache Y was to fele, (Pm mj 

Now may I neij«r stonde ne goon ; "" '" ' " *""*' 
It haf now lefte me euery dele, 

492 Me is lefte But skyn & boon. ... . . ., 

J be !■ bat ikln •nd 

Now y am vndre Fortunes whele, to™*- 

My frendis forsaken me Euerychoon, thrukm br hi 

And alle J»e syranes Y loued so weeL tuant, 

496 Now wote y weel f ei been my foon." ^, " 

Quod coarse of kinde, " What helpif, y wende, o«™ tnraum 
bi wissching And fin hadde-y-wist 1 bit mi mnn. 

What maist Jwu On Jjo wordis spende, 
500 It is ful febU In fi fist. 
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THE MIRROR OF THE PERIODS OF HANS LIFE, 

Mow alle mew waiten aftir fin eende j 
4 Jjouj Jwu deye, f ou schalt not be myste ; 

«• Jjou combreat bof e foo & frende, 

604 Jji mylle haf grounde Jii laste griate." 

J?re deedli aynnea maden her moone, 

" We forsaken man in age." 

Qwod Pride, " y am from him goon, 

508 For Pride in age Doif disparage." 

Qwod leccherie, " He louef to lie a-loone ; 
JJ0U3 he wolde do, bim wantif corage." 
Qwod Glotenie, " he is but felle & boone, 

512 He louef more meeure fan outrage." 



Orsrhop^of 
Confidence tt 



■nil tildi Uuim 



(£uod Envie, " age bath no myjte 
Ne richesse, lenger me to fynde." 
Quod wraf f e, " age may not fijte 

516 JJ0U3 he be angri, bi course of kynde." 

Quod Slouf e, " age my chaumbre haf dijte, 
And callej) me ease in his myndo." 
Quod Coueitise, " age haf me hi,te ; 

520 Suget to me he dooj) him binde." 

1 knowe," qwod ouerhope, " fleissch is freelc, 
Of oolde and 30nge, of maw, of childe ; 
In otierhope Jiei wasten her weele, 

524 And in diuerse werkia ful wylde ; 
})ei ouerhope euere to lyne in heele, 
From age & sijknesae f ei weaef hem schilde, 
Jjanne comef sijknesse, & printif hia seele." 

528 Qwod wanhope " (>an y make him mylde; 

1 bidde him horde, and richesse aaue, 
For wanhope after mischife doif waite, 
Whanne syknease come)» men to craue," 
532 Qaod ouerhope, " fan y flatir, Asumtyme flaite, 
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. ' pou schalt lyuc, and fii silf it haue,' " 
"Jhe," aeiji wanhope, "kepe it straite, j»m><ne mm*! 

Of good hope no coujwsell poa craue 
536 Til deej) pee caste with a trippe of dissaite." 

Quod wanhope, " a gospel y radde : aiia^uoHn" 

To telle it pee y wole bigynne, 
' If a man in sywne be eadde wm p' "* 9 J*?. 

" Into liu, Ood will 

540 Ech day newe, and lieb ber-inne, *• mor * p l wrt 

J ' r tbtnirUwy never 

Of such, a man god is moore gladde iinud. 

Jpan of a childe fat neuere dide synne." 

Qwod Conscience, " lie wolde make fie madde om«imet ; 
544 To repente fee not, ne neuwe blynne." 

Quod Conscience to wanhope, " I-wys repro™ netpair, 

J)ou liest, y hate p e perfore ; 
I knowe be gospel, it seib bis, ma repwu ths 

' ' ' tins Ompal, that 

548 'If a man haue synned longe bifore, oinnpantuK 

And axe mercy And a-mende his mya, 

Repente, and wilne to syrene no more, SIS °^ *"„, 

Of pat man god gladder is EP»«« "»■) 

552 Jjan of a child syrelees y-bore.' " turn*. 

Quod wanhope, " a gospel y radde ; Udpaimrgei 

,,„ . .. . , flwOovrithH 

What it menep y can expownde, ■■ mik u h»t 

Ech man schal haue peine or meede, 

556 In poujte or dede as he is founde; «rs found, ajrfaj 

He haj» not jit repentid his dede, notj»trtpeni*ijw 

He sijkeb for sywnee ben not vnbouwde ; 

Jjonj mercy come, he schal not spede, «nnot get merer. 
560 For in datmger of wawhope he is bounde." 

Quod Conscience, " Jjou dotid hoore ! 
God-is mercy pou woldist distroie ; 
Jjou wenest pi wickidnesse were moore 
564 pan god-is goodnesse & his mercie. 
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For if a man be woundid soore, 
!■ enough for m. And axe no medicine, him Hate te deie ; 

woridTifUu^ ®°& ^t mercies y-now in etoore 

uklL ' 568 For a Jrousand worldis fat mercie wole erie." 

ai'i^?*™ XffEkenes, Pacience, and Charitee, 

virtue, to j 6 j^t w'eren my frendis dere, 

Mesure, BisinesBe, and Chastitee, 
him in fai> nwd. 572 At fie mystire comef me neere." 

Qwod Conscience, " Jjou flemed ua from Jee ; 
B"»*»i«.] J»u woldist not oure loore leere." 

ittckiMiiHa Quod richeleea, " loo, lieere my meynee ! 

cnmofstiuthM 576 Jje aynnea [tat fou louediat & eeraedist, lo hem 
*"**•* here ! " 

nnudnu Hyne age is now an hundrid jeere ; 

oTbiTb^ldi Litil y drinke - ^d le8se y et «. 

hi* frieiuiu wi>ii On my backe I bere my beere, 

680 And alle my frendia me forjete, 
Fayn pei wolde bat y deed were, 
Wib sorewful wordis fei doon me bretee, 
And seyn, ' for y am so longe heere, 
584 "Whanne y come hoome y sehal be beete.' 

™* 'SCTut NOw mote y leie forb my necke, 

Dtuti-dword; For deej) bis swerd out hab laujte ; 
But I deliuere weel bis checke, 

588 I leeae my game at Jiia draujte. 

bei.MiDr.bii j^j f S y naB j 8 my sec te; 

wiKk™* " to To be preeet y wole achewe bat fraujte, 

nDieuOodhan Mi schip is chargid, al goob to wrecke 

"*"*• 592 But if god of mercibe wib me aaujte." 

Thawed,,. *£&& worlde haji me in awaite, 

And biddib me quite hat is past ; 
overtype mid My fleissche in ouerhope wolde me faite. 

Draper tempt * _ r ^ 

him, 596 And ittto wanhope it wolde me caste. 
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Helle houndis berken and baite, _ t*"*' 148 -] 

J» feendis writij) my synnes fasto, ft»iiim,th»n«id« 

And deeji me wait ip with a trippe of dissaite ; for mm. 
These sixe maken me aoore agaate." 

Panne comej) forji good hope : vmondUop. 

To sane mare he wolde fonde ; ^" "" M 

"Jjou wronge weuwe ouerhope ! 

I make him free, pou woldis t make him bondo ; 
I schal conclude fee, fou wanhope, 

Wile good feip wole wt'tft me etoonde; if o«d Futh *iu 

Hooli writte aeif , ' in god y hoope, 

Hia merci ia ouer )>e werkia of his honde." 

Quod good feip, " for ) e litil while *»* F»itii "in 

J}at now heere [pou] hast serued me, 
I wole )>ee kepe from al perile, "ah'o^ 1 ™* 

And make pees bitwene god & pee ; 
And ouerhope, for al hia gile, ud dri™ ™t 

From Jin herte y schal do him flee ; 
And wanhope also y wole exile, Owhop« and 

For he is not of oure fraternitee." Dmptt. 

Quod pe worlde, Y wole hise dettis quyte, "" —f *- *«i 

And oute of his daiwger me hyje ; 
Jxmj my fleissche berke, he schal not bitee, gtnopbtaiiwhiir 

From his lustis y wole him tye ; 
I wole waissche a-'Wey pat feendis write psig«mj 

With sorowe of herte and teer of yje, J^V" """" 

But wstfc deep y wole not diapuite, 

Hut make me cleene, and leerne to deie. •»* taUB todta - 



(j"d ! aowe J>i merci amonge my seedo, 
jjanne schal it growe pouj y aowe late, 
And Repentaunce my come schal wcede, 
628 And make good pees fere was hate. 
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HE MII1ROI1 OP THE PERIODS OF MAN 8 LIFE. 

J)e comaundementis fat god bede, 
bat is pe locke of heuen jate ; 
Senene werkis of mercy, and pe crede, 
632 J)ese keieu uchullen late me in perato." 

B ow haue ;e herde of joupis delice ; 

And age in kynde, sijke, & woo ; 
Knowing of uertu & of vice ; 
636 Good aungiL & wickid freende, & foo ; 
And vndirstondinge to be wijs. 

Now in (lis mirrowr loke 3011 aoo ; 
In joure free wille pe choice lija, 
640 To heuen or helle whipir 3s wille goo. 

The worlde, fe fleissehe, & J>e feende, 

In temptacioun doljj ua chase j 
Bid repentaunee to merei beende, 
644 And waiesche ua at pe welle of grace. 
Praie we to god graunte us good eende, 

And in heuera to haue a place, 
bat after oure deep we mowen pidir wende, 
648 And in pcrfrjt loue se his fair face. 

St ow, leeue freendk, greete and smale, 

bat haue herde pis trete, 
Praie for pe soule bat wroot pis tale 
652 A Pater nostei, & an aue 
To marie modir, maiden free, 

As sehe bare a childe Coumforte to ua, 
On fat soule haue pitee 
656 If >e wille be of crist ihews. amen. 

[Slam Pwr, printed in Babtcs Boke, fa, p. 27, fallows here.] 
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[Po^es 113 — 17, vrritten without breaks.] 

Jf Rom fw tyme Jiat we were born 

oure joujie passiji from day to day, Oar youth pu> 

And age encreesif) moore & moore, tod^,™ 

1 & ao doift it now, fe sothe to say : 
At euery hour a poynt ia y-Ioore, 
So fast goof oure joufe away, 
And joufe wole come ajen no moore, •nffwiiiM™* 

8 But age wole make us bojie blak & gray. 

Jjerfbre take hede bojie nyjt & day T " lle hisA - ibe 

How fast joure joujie doojj asswage ; 
And bo)>e jonge & oolde, lete us praie 
12 Pat god send us paciens in oure oolde age. 

^f Age wole take from us oure myjt 
pat in oure joufe to us was lent ; 
And also f e cleernesse of ouxe syght 
16 And oure heerynge schal be faynt. 

fjanne schulew we ne heuy (iat eor were U}t, 

Bicause )>at joufe is from us went, 
And Jaime wole men do ub no rijt, 
20 But al contrarie to oure entent, 

And sikenes wole do ub greet turment • 

Whom deef wole aende on his message ; 
Forsofe Jte best ameendement 
24 is farene pacience in oure olde age. 



*nd pray Ood for 
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GOD BEND UB PACIENS IN OUEE OOLDE AGE ! 

0ure body wole icche, oure bonis wole ake, 

owre owne fleisch wole ben owre foo ; 
Oure heed, aura bondia, po wolen sehake, 
28 And oure leggis wole tremble where we go ; 
Oure bonia wole drie as dooji a stake, 

And in owe bodi we schulen be woo, 
Owre nose, owre chekis, wolen wexe al blake, 
32 & oure glad chore wole fade us fro ; 
And whawne oure teef> ben goon also, 

Owre turage schal lese his fair langage : 
Praie we for us silf & oper moo 
36 Jjat god sende us paciens in owre olde age ! 

i Quiz freendis fat schulden loue us best, 

Jjanne wole pei haue us bwt in hate, 
In freendschip is per noon oper trust, 
40 & perof be we waare to late. 
*■ J)an may we eynge of had y wist, 

Oure feynt freendis han us forsake, 
And also we schulen go vnkist 
44 hope at Jie dore & at fe gate ; 

And fot al Jjc cheer fiat we can make, 

J)an is ' no ioie of owre visage : 

Whanne oure bewte schal aslake, 

48 god aend us paciens in owre olde age ! 

^f we schulen be so angrt euermore, 

we wolden ben awreke of euery wrong, 
i Jjarane summe wolen scorne us perfore, 

:. 52 & summe wole seie we lyue to long ; 
ill Oure sorowe wole pan sitte us so soore 

Oare stomak wole no mete fonge ; 
& eueri day more & more 
56 Of sorewe & care schal be owre song, 
whanne we were bope hool & strong 
we were to wie|l]de, & wold out rage, 



3y Google 



GOD SEND US FACIENS IS OURE OOLDE ABE ! 

And perfore lete us praie among t 

60 J)at god send us paciens in oure oldc age. p 

^f For pan wole no ping na avails b 

but oure bedia and owe crucche, J 

for wordli welpe wole fade & faile, "' 

64 And ferfore truste we it not to myche ; 

& fan wolo aijknes us assaile g 

Til it hap made us lijk a wTecche, 
& pan may we do no greet traueile 
68 But 'summtyme grone, & sumtyme grucche, 
And sumtyme clawo for scabbe & icche g 

Wbamne age haj> us at bis auauratage : 
Who-so lyuep long schal be such ; H 

72 God sende us paciejis in oure olde age ! p 

^| Al pat we haue lyued heere, £ 

It is but aa a dreem y-met, 
For now it is as it neuere were, 
76 And so is it pat is to comyng jit. 

Ful fast we drawen. to owre beere, ■ 

In sorewe & drede we schulew be sett. 
Of oolde men pe jonge may lere, t 

80 And fewe per ben pat doon Je bett ; ni 

For pe feend hap caujt hem in his nett, 

And holdip hem fast in bondage 
For pei achulderc not dispose her witt J 

84 To haue pacience in her oolde age. •* 



^f Jjawne schulen we ae pat worldli blis 
la but a piwg of vanite, 
And it makip mere to do amys 
i& Jjat ben in weelpe & greet bewte ; 
And ferfor, lord, good rijt it ie 

"With owre owne staf chastisid to be : 
Lord ! jeue us grace to pinke on pis, 
)2 As pou boujt us alle upon a tree, 
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And put we may in charite . 

Weel passe ousr pis passage 
I»-to pe blis pat euCT'o schal be, 

Whanne we ben passid ottre oolde age. 



[" Bothe Jongs * olde," or " Se what owe lord miffride for 
oura nake," printed above, pp. 32-4, follow* hart.] 
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AN OLD MAN S LAMENT. 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430, a.d., page 58 ; 
written without brealcs.] 

As Y Gau wandre in my walkmge 

Bisidis an holt vndir an hille, 
Y aay an oolde man sitte wepinge : 
4 With ei^ynge aore he seide me tille, 
If " Sumtime y hadde )>e world at wille, 
With ricchease & with rialte, 
And now it ia turned al to ille ; 
8 Jje worlds ia but a vanytc 

uLy ailf I likne vnto pe morewe : 

Whanne y was child, & bor[e]n bare, 
Mi modir for me suffride sorewe 
12 WiiA grantyngis gril & sijiwge Bare; 
f On me was neijwr wem ne hore ; 
■ But eijien in ay/me y haue be ; 
Now y am oolde y wepe Jarfore ; 
16 Jjis world ia but a vanyte. 

At mydmore y lemed to go, 

And plaied as children doon in 'atrete ; 
J)e kinde of childhode y dide alao, 
20 Wif my felawis to fijte and frete. 
If Al (tat y dide, it J>oujte me awete, 
For al Jtis childhode taujte me ; 
Now y am oolde, Jierfore y wepe ; 
24 Jjis worlde ia bwt a vanite. 



,, Go ogle 



This world is but a vanyte. 

At vndrera to scole y was sett 
To lerne lore, as ojiir dooji ; 
Whanne my maistir wolde me bet, 
18 I wolde him curse, y was fill wrooj. 
f To lerne good y was ful loof, 
I Jioujte on ioie & ioilito ; 
Now certis, for to seie pe soof, 
12 bis world is bat a vanyte. 

At mydday y was dubbid knyjt, 
In route y lemed for to ryde ; 
Was Jer noon so hardi a wijt 
16 ]jat in bataile durate me abide. 
^[ Where is bicome now al my pride, 
Mi booldnes, & my fair bewte 1 
Now from deep may y me not bide ; 
tO J)is world is but a vanyte. 



TUta world la liut 



At hij noow y was crowned king, 

bis world was oonli at my wille ; 
Euere to ' lyue was my liking, 

And alle my lustis to fulfille. 
^ Now age is cropen on ma ful stille, 
And makip me oold & blac of ble, 
And y go downeward wi)i pe hille ; 
J3is World is but a vanite. 



At niydoueraoon. y droupid faste, 

Mi lust & likin g wewte away ; 
From iolite myn hert is paste, 

From rialte & riche aray. 
If Mannis lijf here is but a day 

Ajens pe lijf fat euere schal be ; 
And oo ping y dare weel say, 
J)at fis world is but a, vanyte. 
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At euenaong tymc y wax fill coold, 

And bigara to go bi ataue ; 
Now is deeji on me ful boold, 
60 And for his rent he wolo me crane. 
f Wnanne j am deed & leid in graue, 
J)er is no J)ing Janne fat sauef me 
But good or yuel fat y do naue ; 
64 Jjis world is but a vanite. 

Xbus is be day come to nyjt, 

J)at me lojuth of my lyuynge^ 
And doolful deejf to me is di;t, 
68 And in coold 'clay now schal y clinge." 
% Jpua an oold man y herde momynge 

Biside an holte vndir a tree. , ( 

God graunte us his blia euerlastinge ! ' 

72 Jjis world is hut a vanite. 

[ " In a noon tijd," or " Beutrttn," pp. 91-* of (his Yolnme, 
follows ben in th.e MS.] 
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[tam&eiA AfS. 853, j?aae 32, written without break*.] 



Tnllj 



WfThi ia J>ia world biloued pat tils is & veyn, 
" Sipen Jiat hise welpis ben ao unserteyn 1 
% Al eo soone hee passip his power away 
4 Aa dooj> a brokil poot fat freiscb. is and gay. 
% Tmste je rajter to lettria written witAinne |)is 
Jjau to J)is wrecchid world pat ful of ayrane is. 
If It ia fala in his biheeste, & rijt disceyuable j 
6 It bap bigilid many a man, it is so unstable. 
% It is rapir ' to bileeue be wageringe wynde 
Jjan pe chaumgeable world pat makip men ao 
blinde. 
% For wheper pou slepe or wake, pou sehalt fynde 
it fala 
12 Bothe in hise biainesaia & in biae lustis als. 
If Telle me where is Salamon, sumtynie a king 
lichee, 
Or Sampson be etrowge to whom was no man 
licheJ 
IT Or pe fair man abaolon, merueiloae in cheere, 
16 Or pe duke ionatae, a weel biloued fere) 
% Where ia bicome cesar, pat lorde was of al, 
Or pe riche man clobid in purpur & in pal) 
If Telle me where ys tulliua, in eloquence ao sweete, 
26 Or aristotil pe Filosofre -with his witt ao greete I 
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If Where ben bese worf i f «t ware heere-to-forn ) or .11 umnar 

Bo|>e kingis & bischopis, her power is al lorn. „,,,,„ is i«t, 

If Alle f eee greete princis with her power so hije m ™i«hed in 

L Ben vanischid now a-way in twynkaling 1 of an yje. M £jj * ° 

If J>e ioie of fis wroechid world is a sehoorte feeste, Thu womi'ijoy 

And it is likened to a echadewe fat may not longe uudo*. 
leste, 

% And jit it drawif man from heuen riche blis, mi jet nuku 
i And ofte tyme it makif him to syrme & do a-mys. 

*[ Calle no f ing fine owne, ferfore, bat f ou maist ClH nothing hen 

heere lease ; " DS ™ ni 
For fat f e world haf lent fee, efte he wole it case. 

If Sette biw herte in heuene a-boue, & benke what «t thj hart on 

. . . h»I8Il^MlVE. 

ioie is fere, 
i And fas to dispise f e world y rede fat f on lere. 

If J)ou bat art butwormes meete, poudre, & dust, THoofijodsir 

To enhaunce fi eilfe in pride sett not fi lust. thjwifuiprfoii 

% For f ou woost not to-day fat f ou schalt lyue to- u,™ uur'n di« 

morowe, a™™*. 

> Jserfore do f ou euere weeL And f awne echalt f on Thmfoni da well. 
not sorowe. 

If It were ful ioieful & sweete, lordschipc to haue, Lannhip wonii 

If so fat Iordschip mijto a man fro *dcef saue, J^J^ImJ"™^ 

^f But for as myche as a man sehal deie at f e laste, »_, tt ta M 

) It is noo worschip, but a charge, loidst-hip to J')"*?^' orlr * 
taaste. 

Omnia terrena t™ SESfrtb 8 * 

Per vices sunt aliena : tiu ™. 

nescio sunt onius ; B0W mine, 

I mea WHO, eras burns et huins, """' *""' """"'"' 

Die, homo, quidsperes, wh« do T m nop. 

si inundo totui adheres ; wnoiij »*«• 

nulla tecum feres, Toiianiiki 

J licet tu wins habcres. Mmuvif. " 
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Whanne liif is mooat louod, and deef U mooat hatid : 
f anno doof dee]i drawe Ma drawjt, and inukif mat 
talnfJdd. 

De terra plaamasti me, &c, 

E^J* o ut of erfe is wondirly wroujt, 
Erfe of orf e haf goto a dignyte of noujt, 
r Erfe upon erfe haf sett al his ]>oujt, 

4 How fat erfe upon erfo may be hij broujt, 

If Erfe upon erfe wold be a king ; 

Bat how erfe' schal to erfe, fenkif he no ' f ing ; 
"Whanne fiat erfe biddif erfe hise rcntis horn 

8 J?an Bchal erfe out of erfe haue a piteuoua parting. 

■J" Erf e vpon erfe wynncf castela & touris, 
i }jan seiji erfe to erfe ' now is f is al houris : ' 

Whanne erfe upon erfe haf biggid up hiee 
bouTc[e], 
12 ))ajme schal erfe upon erfe siiffirscharpesehouria. 

i! If Erf 6 g°°$ vpon erfe as molde upon molde, 

So goof erfe upon erfe al gliteringe in golde, 
Like as erfe vnto erfe neuere go schulde ; 
1 6 And jit schal erfe vn-to erfe raf er fan he wolde. 

■J f ou wrecchid erfe fat on erfe traueilist nyjt 
and day 



3y Google 



EARTH. 89 

To florische pe erpe, to peynte pe erpe with wan- uidomthMwuii 
towne aray ; "** Mnmnt ' 

Jit schal pou, erpe, for al pi erpe, make pou it j* ituit it™ 
neuere so queynte & gay, 
20 Out of j?is erpe into pe erpe, fere to clinge as a „turoioewth 
clot of clay. »••** 

IT wrecchid man, whi art J>ou proud 'fat art of [ip«ow.] 

pe erpe makid J prood who >n 

Hider broujttist pou no schroud, But poore come S™ «™?to 

pou, and nakid ; -kh-w.-. 

Wnanne pi soule is went out, & pi bodi in erpe vh «tti«twt 

rakid, pnt *" ** rtB " *" 

24 Jjan pi bodi pat was rank & Vndeuout, Of alio B1HlwBltatt 

men is bihatid. **"■ 

If Out of pis erpe cam to pis erpe pis wrecchid Thy clothing 

came from earth 

garnement ; 
To bide pis erpe, to nappe pis erpe, to him was to tnwmp thy 

clopinge lente ; 
Now goop erpe upon erpe, ruli, raggid, and rent, W hKhmid«rtb» 
28 Jjerfore schal erpe vndir pe erpe haue hidiose J^JJ^ 1 "*** 

turment. 

Tf Whi pat erpe to myche louep erpe, wondir me whjo««b(m»n) 

pink, much, l lronom-. 

Or whi pat erfe for snperflue erpe to sore sweete 

wole or swynk ; 
For whajine pat erpe upon erpe is broujt wt'tA- Rwwh ^JJ? 1 
inne fe brink, SSmIJ?^ 

32 Jjan schal erpe of pe erpe haue a rewful swynk. umoorit. 

If Lo, erpe upon erpe, considere pott may iun,thooomm»it 

How erpe comep into erpe nakid al way, 
T Whi Bchulde erpe upon erpe go now so atoute or [FifiSL] 
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Ij>rd, Ut nol 
cnnw to grief 

ti.uoRh.bii 



36 Whanne erfe eehal passe out of erfe in bo poore 
arayJ 

tfWolde god, ferfore, fis erfe, While fat he is 

upon f ia erfe, Vpon fis wolde hertile f inke, 

And how f e erfe out of fe erthe achal haue his 

ajen-riaynge, 
And J)is erfe for fis erfe achal jeelde streite 
rekenyng ; 
40 Schulde neuere fan f ia erfe for fie erfe myapleae 
heuene king. 

IT JJerfore, f ou erfe, vpon erfe fat so wickidli hast 
wroujt, 
While fat f on, erfe, art npon erfe, turne ajen fi 

foujt, 
And praie to fat god upon erfe fat al fe erfe 
haf WToujt, 
44 Jjat fou, erfe upon erfe, to blis may be broujt. 

If fou lord fat nudist f is erfe for fis erfe, & 

suffridiat heere peynes ille, 
Lete neuere fis erfe for fis erfe myacheue ne 

apille, 
But fat fis erfe on fis ' erfe be euere worchinge 

48 So fat fis erfe from fis erfe may atie up to fin 
hij hille. A-M-E-N. 



[See an earlier Poem an Earth, in alternate English and Latin 

stanzas, in my edition of Early English Paenu fur the Philological 

fcoduty, 1862, p. 150-2 1 and ia lUliquia Antique, voL ii. p. 216. 

Memento homo quod cinii a, and the Creed (pp. 101-3 of this 

Text), follow here in the MS. 
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(IN ENQLI8CH TCNO.E, TORHE AJEN !) 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 a.d., page 61, 
without breaks.] 

IN a noon tijd of a some™ day 

Jje sunne schoon ful myrie fat tide, 
I took myn hauk al for to play, 
i Mi apaynel rewnyng bi my side, 
1 A feisaimt hen soone gan y se, 

Myn hound put up ful fair to flijt, 
I eente my faukun, y loot him flee : 
8 It waa to me a deinteuose si;t, 

T My faukun flij faste to his pray, 
I ran Jio witA a ful glad chore, 
I spurned ful soone on my way, 
12 Mi leg was hent al witA a brere. 
T Jjie hrera foraofe dide me grijf, 

And soone it made me to twrae aje, 
For he bare written in euery leef 
16 Jjis word in latyn, reuertere. 

X knelid & pullid J»e brere me fro, 

And redde pis word ful hendeli ; 

Myn herte fil douw vnto my too 

20 Jjat was woont Bitten ful likingly. 

% I leete myn hauke & feysannt fare, 

Mi epaynel fil doura to my knee, 



brought ma to 
Hricf. and made 
me tnni back, ft 
oneT«i7l«fitw( 
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REUERTERE ! 

Jjarane took y me wip eijynge saro 
24 J)is new lessoun, reuertere. 

Xfcouertere is as myche to say 

In engliscb. tunge as, turne ajeti : 
Turne ajen, man, y Jiee pray, 
28 And pinko hcrtili what Jjoii hast hen ; 
% Of pi liuynge he-finte fee rijfc, 
In open & in priuite. 
J>at fiou may come to euerlastinge lijf, 
32 Take to )ii mynde reuertere. 

^is word made me to studie sore, 

Ana" binam mo al my list ; 
How y liadde ledde my lijf bo jore, 
36 I putt it freisehli in-to my brisk 
f bawne foond y me ful fer y-flet 
Al from god in maieste ; 
Foreopo pere schal no ping me leett 
40 bat y ne wole synge reuertere. 

This noon hete of J>e eomeris day, 

Whawno pe sunne moost ' hijest is, 
It may be likened in good fay, 
44 For gregorie witnessiji wisel pis ; 
Tf For in jonge age men wide doon walke 
To dyuera synnie in fele degre : 
Jjouj a ;ong man make a balke, 
48 Jit take to pi mynde reuertere. 

Lmi Minds m»nj f or likingo blindip many oon 

" "" m ' J)at he seep not him-silf y-wia, 

And maki]i his herte as hard as atoon ; 
and prmnti him 52 Jjarene Jienkip he not on heuen blis ; 
£^° l % For danyel preuep it weel rijtfuUi, 

As susannis storie tellijj me, 



hlng Into ill 
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REUERTERE ! 93 

Two preestis were deemed worbili ; 
56 For likinge Jei knew not reuertere. 

Joufe berib be hauke upon his bond 

Whdtene ioilite forjetib age : h»wkonhi. 

This hauke ia mannis herte, y vndirstonde, iiub.wk i« 

60 For it is jong & of hij romage. w»»l b » rt . txA 
If He puttib his hauke fro his fist, 

He Jiat schulde to god he free ; to, bat not to 
He meltijt and wcxif a weel poors gist 

64 Wha»ne 'he comeb to reuertere. [iPigeM.] 

Jfoi ful of corage is iougebe in herte, T " uttl »**• 

«"rlMp«7.md 

And waitywge euere on his pray, 

He ne spari b ryuer ne foraes smerte qn» no prick of 

68 To gete his myrbe fere he beeat may. puH™™.* 

If He |>at ensercbib be derknes of nyjt, if 'hi" i"""" 

And be myst of be morowtide may se, whether youth 

* J ' J ^ will hood the tall 

He schal know bi cristis myjt ■ rmt ag ai%.- 
72 If joube kunne synge reuertere. 

XhJs hauk of herte ire joube y-wya, im hiwk, m m ; 

Pursueb euere Jiis feisaunt hen ; ever uiehm™ 

bis feisaurat hen is Ukingnes, pi^wt 
76 And euere folewib hir bese jonge men. 

IT bis is likinge in euer-y sywne, %%£££ 

Venial & deedli whcber it be, •*•** •"> 
With greet likinge he wole bigyrane, 
80 But sorewe bringe forb reuertere. 

liiking is modir of syrenia alio, their mother, 

And norischib euery wiekid dede, 

In feele myscheues ache makib to falle, andnraiieonow 

84 Of al eorowe ache doojt be daunce leeda „ .. . 

% bis herte of joube ia hie ' of port, [p»bo «J 

. Tooth, through j 

And wildoncs makib him ofte to fle, wiuoese. 
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Vi REUERTERE ! 

•mm («• wrau. And ofte to falle in wickid sort ; 

Tbeoltihould 

(■mam** 88 panne is it fe beste, reuertere. 

But be waar of wolf e or fou be woo ; 
inpiamn. In iollte whan fou art pijt, 

mu« ii«rt urn! 1 pinke fat jonge wole go fe fro, 

92 Be }>ou neuere so greet of rnijt. 
wiunigf takai Whanne age haf take fee bi fo brjst, 

Sink'ttb««to And for febilnes Jk>u myjt not se, 

tm iwh pj n Jxerte aeif f anne fat it is beat 

96 For to aeie & aynge reuertere. 

tMt^ITton But in holi writt we fynde 

u* ftulS* 4 * B1 ^ * on ft * 0K ^ ^h"^ 0U J* ■ske a fing, . 

For f i longe beinge bihinde, 

100 Ajenseid art fou of bin askinge. 

in jootii nun *f While fou were jonge, in tendre age, 

rweindfoTKni- Of fin askinge fou were ful free 

teatjfeotrfeH. j fl y^^gg ^ w Qde outrage ; 

101 Jeanne was for^ete reuertere. 
L«jv«y<™ l?erfora euery man bibinke him weel 

Ihlni bowehort i * 1 Y 

Ume be »iin!i t« How litil while is hia dwellynge ; 

As holy writt yt doof telle, 
[i p«bh««.] jog jj e gcjjjj no t i knowe wi'tA-oute lesinge. 
coctn wo- when ir A cok can crowehis tyme mydnyit, 

mldnigUI mm " J J " 

Uuknowinatiiii Which he knowitJi weel in his degre : 

U7&nr«n, But Ms tyme he knowith not arijt 

112 pat can weel neuere seie reuertere. 

SSttoU ""* Iherfore be fou in certein, mun, 

■opDorvMobu While fou muste knowe how ; - 

Bif inke f i silf how fou art fan ; 
116 Noon so poore a wreccbe as fou t 

Pmj we nil to r ' 

Oo4 to grant mr- IT perfore praye we to heuene king, 

IMtBf bltte to in ,, ■ i ■ . 

wiioiamw/ Euery man in his degree, 

•nn. •****.' j g^^fo fa 6m ^ fclie euerlastinge 

120 pat fis word weelkan seie, reuertere, 
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item |rosii{! guttata. 

(a dialogue between a sinker and mercy.) 

[Lambeth MS. 853, ah. 1430 a.d., page* 66 to 73; 
written without breahs.] 

J$I a forest as y gan walke 

WitA-out a paleya in a leye, 
I herde two men togidre talke ; 
4 I J>ou$te to wite what Jjei wolde eeie. 
% Jjat oon stood in a doolful aray, 

Hiae deedli syraiia he gan to dene, 
"Alas," he seide, me dreedijj to-day 
8 bat rijt wole forf , & no mercye," 

If banne answeride merci witA sobir 'cheer, 
" Man, me finkif f i witt is bare ; 
If pou wolt, y schal )>ee leer, 
12 bee needij> not to moome so sare. 

^f I rede fee to foonde to ameende J>i fare ; 
Go euery day & heere a messe, 
And schryue fee cleene, & haue noo care, 
16 For mercy passip rijtwisnes." 

^[ J)a»ne seide fe synner witA angri mood, 
" Man, me Jeniist* Jjou docst raue ; 
I woot weel )>ou canst no good, 
20 bou borist neuere Btaat but as a knawe. 
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•J As y deserue, bo schal y haue ; 
Weel bittirli y schal a-bie ; 
I knowe noon helpe Jxit me schulde haue, 
24 But fiat rijt schal for), and no memo." 

^f banne wide mercye meeke & mylde, 
" If fou wolt fro } i synnes drawe, 
Jjouj pou epeke Jtese wordis wilde, 
28 To helpe pro jit I wolde be fa we. 
^f Loue weel god, pot is my sawo, 

Eepente Jiee blyue of ' al fii mys ; 
Almyjti god is oner pe lawe, 
32 His merci passip his rijtwisnes." 

Seie me," quod pe synner, " pou foonued * clerl 
pou coudiat neuere rede in no spel ; 
I wroujte wilfulli neuere good werk ; 
36 What rijt haue y in heuen to dwelle 1 
^ I haue deserued to go to helle, 
And perfore ofte sore sike y ; 
My wickid dedis wole me quelle, 
40 Jjere rijt schal forp, and no mercye." 

T Merci seide " pou canst no good ; 

God schewip Jiee kyndenes many foolde, 
For Jiee & me he schedde his blood, 
44 And suffride woundis bittir & colde. 
If His fair body to pe iewis was soldo 
To bie oure synful soulis to blis ; 
J)i soule is his, y myjt be bolde ; 
48 His merci passip his ryjtwisnes." 

Tf " Forsofe," quod Jib synner, " pat leue y weel, 
bat he is hope good & kynde, 
And ferto trewer pan ony steel ; 
52 J)at he louep tmpe weel schal y fynde. 



3y Google 



MERCI PABSITH MJTW1SNE8. 

^ How my)t god mo of.care vnbinde 
Siben god loueb troube so verrili J 
Do way, mercy, bou apillist myche winds, 
For rijt achal forb, & no mercy." 






K Merci seide, " woldiat bou god knowe, 

And wib good entent mercy calle, If i"™ wlu "*" * 
And to him meekeli bee abowe. 

* ' though lion hul 

60 Jjan schal neuere myscheef in bee falle. .lnned *u ttm 

U bouj boa haddiet do be aynnia alls, * m ' 

And bou crie mercy for al bi mys, q^., u,,^ ^ 

Jrcd witA good herte on him to calle, ^^^ H " 
64 Jjan wole his mercy passe rijtwianee." 

K" What," quod fe synner, "y trowe bou raue; ntstamr. 

Canst bou neuere of bi pletinge blynne ! jjontenwi Tin 

be deuel bad ne neuere mercy craue, wlSti*™ 

68 And be can more clergie ban al bi kynne ; * Jld be '""JJ 

% And be him silf is ful of syrene, Hit»<ui)of>in, 

And jit wole he neuere mercy crie : morej^" " 
I coueito neuere heuen to wvnne 

Jmtleewill 

72 While rijt echal forb, & no mercie." pm™u. . 

^[ Merci eeide " y preue bi akile, Mm* 

Witt is noujt worb, bat grace be soajt ; jtu <i*tU'i wit u 

be deuel l Hab clergie & witt at wills, g^oT* 1 wltboDt 
76 And euere he eettib it foulo at noujt : [1 p ' e ' ,0J 

^ He fil in wanhope aa hi»i neuere roujte, H , H | ntn ^ 

t Jjonij pride in heuera he loete Ma blis ; K?i,«™I" 

Hadde he oonya grace bisoujte, Had "J* " u b Bllt 

80 Merci hadde pasaid rijtwijanea." hidnmcj. 

^[ Whaiine be synner herd bis, he sijed sore, nr mnll 
Wi'tA rewful cheer greet dool he made, 

And seide, " of bee wole y lerne more ; va ]etn ^ thw 

84 ban ia the deuel fala and bad, KiK? "TV* 

*" * bid If he might 

fl For if he myjte merci hane had, >■*« laA "T- 
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IEHCI FAB8ITH RIJTWI8HES8, 

A pouaaml aipia y him defie ; 
He may be eory & no-ping glad 

pat, schal haue 'rijtwisncs & no mercy." 



*"»■■ BInrcy biheeld [tat semeli goost, 

Deubrotiiw And B °ido, "leue broper, forsake fe feend, 

»io woda itSd* ^" or fl6 T0 '^ e ^y 11 f' 80U ^ e Tere ^o^i 

rou to iieii. 92 To dwelle in helle without eend. 

hw to* «««, If Biseche now grace, & god wole aende 

™ C^ And J"" 1 wolt do " y >"* ^ s - 

to toh«ven. j^ jan ^ Boule to heuew schal wende, 
96 per% merci passijj rijtwianes." 

^[fwTn " Alas," quod I* aynner, " al my lijf y rue, 

itj put life la For it is no ping as y wende ; 

*-ui wtVooiI; To serue god y wole be trewe 

urHaintpma jqq If ony grace he wole me eende. 
K Of al wickidnea he me defends ! 

! aeij the false £e fala feend, y him defie j 

dtLu&^T He wcMe no J^ J> at J &te meende, 

*"" T - 104 Jjat biheet me rijt & no mercie." 

**» Jlerci aside " if )>ou wolt so, 

kxHdit J»n myjt be glad al Jri hjf, 

«°ihy2 , D ,'ta T And f° r J"- sy-raie J»u maiet be woo, 

hri.en, do 108 And to a preeat cleene )>eo achriue, 

■emoen ud ■fl" ^mj t^o penaunce witftout atrijf, 

epent ; Thoo Eepentynge Jiee of al pi mya, 

ur«r pu« Jjan bi fi witt Jhju maiat knowe rijf 
112 Jjat merci passij> rijtwisnos." 

i" Burner. Alas." quod the syraner, y haue lyued wrong ! 

ro pen™™ i. What penauKco were y worfi to haue ) 
Jjer may no man eette me to strong 



nit bring buried 



116 



Jjouj y were quicke doluen on graue. 
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fl A I almijty god, mercy I craue, 

Now lete my flesche my ay»nia abie I t- amt, 

Gracioae crist ! my senile J»u haue, 

For rijt is noujt wijwut nwcie." [P«g»n.] 

fflerey seide, " ful weel J>ou wooat, ""**■ 

Aa bou hast often herd sayen, ciiriit njoi™ 

What map is fouwdo bat was lost, ltaMr „h ta 

Wi|t him ia crist pleaid & fayn. fyaai - 
J What nede had eriat to suffre payue 
But for to hie oure soulis to blis 1 

Telle me bi lijf heere al playn, t«ii me m ti, y 
J)at mercy may passe rijtwianes." 

ff ly ryue wittia y haue mys spende nH^T' 

boruj pr*de, enuie, & leccherie: mynveaenwe; 

To fie ten heestia y haue not tende Tm commuui- 

(joruj sloube, wrajibe, & glotenie. <»vetaii«i»a, mt 

T In coueitiae lyued haue y, wwkiT 
And neuere dide werkis of mercyea ; 

God ! jeue me grace orjwt j die ! SSS^a, 

J;i merci may paaae rijtwianea." Jam™. 

JJIerci jaf him penaunce etronge, 

A»d«ide»m m , TO H)«,u),UtakeI S^JJE" 

Jjou muste euf&e hofe rijt and wrong ; •*]» thy nn. 

If bou bi synno wolt forsake, 
If In good praiere {wu muste wake, 

And nenere ' wilno to do a-mys; [1 p^b tj.] 

And for bi aorewe bat pou doost make, ehX™^ 

Merci schal paaae rijtwisnea." Jatoa. 

J7e synnor took penaunce wib good cntent, The tinner for- 

And lefte al hia wickid synue ; 
Whanne he hadde leeue, away he went 
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100 KERCI PAB8ITH BIJTWIBNEfiS. 

HidnUhu 148 From alle his freendis, ki}> & kynne. 

didgi«tiHiiinn, ^T In greet penaunce lie putle him bine, 

rmij-. And neuere aftir wilfulli dido mys ; 

QwTMtJIing Mm He truste on god heue» to wynne, 

tobuven. 152 Jjere mercy paaaif rijtwijsnee. 

Lord ! Etvs n» Almi^ti god ! now make ub stable, 

mSfldtoui. And jeue us grace weel to spede, 
And to us alle bee merciable, 
156 And forjeue us alle oure mysdede. 

mmj, gold* our IT And helpe us, ladi, att onre moost nede, 

•«i> to a s son. To >i none oure soulis pen wys, 

wt» n Mmy pb- An| i w » tA ^ mercy fulli us fede 



[" As resoira rewlid," or " Filing Eegia Mortnns est," follows. 
It is printed in Political, BtHatout, anil Low Poani, p. SOS, &c.] 
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bllghta to Wocb 
huduj [ha King 



[Lambeth MS. 853, oft. 1430 A.D., page 3 
without breaks.] 



IT Memento homo quod olnu es, et in cinerem 

reuriteris. 
T Pac bene dum vinij. Post mortem vimre si ui«, n° * 

J than 

•jf Tangore qui gaudet. meretricem qoaliter ho» 
andet. 
Palmis pollntis. regem traotare aalntis. 

Credo in deum patrem omnipotentem. p° Uutod lun4 '- 

IN" fee, god fadir, I bileene, ibeUmtaOwi 

Jje firste persoone fnl of myjt, "" 1 * u,w - 
bat al of nonjt Last maad to meeue, 
4 Ixi Jie heuen & erjio, day & nyjt. 

T And in bin oonly roten Hone, 

1 * J a ' md In Hta onlj 

Bom of J>i silf bifor al Jing, tugotian sob, 

Oure lord ihesua, be secunde persoone, Jm ^ 

8 Bothe oo god in heuere beinge. ™ ■*•* o^- 

f (36 same god fat euere hab ben, «»«i»4bjik. 

And siben conceyued bi be boli goost, wfrf 10 ^ "^ 

And bom of a mayden cleene, virgin, 
12 Bicanse a man in meekenea moost. rFw*«><] 

If And rijt as in bo trynyte 

Ben pewoones Jire, substauncis but oon, i° ,u, ™ , °^ 

Ki;t so in bee ben substauncis pre, body) 
16 God, soule, bodi, & al oon persoone. 



,, Go ogle 



THE BELIEF. 

IT Undir pilate Jnju saflridist peyne 
Bi fro wil, mankinde to saue, 
Nailid on a ciooe, & peron slain, 
20 And taken doun & biried in graue. 

% In soulo oonli fou wente to belle, 

& took fens J>i part, it was good rijt, 
But up pou roos in fleiseh and in felle 
24 Jjo frid day bi godli myjt. 

If )»u Htij to heuen in |>i manhede, 

And fere pou sittist on J>i failir rijt side, 
But ouer al-where ia J>i godhede, 
28 Jjere is noon fat from ]>ee him may hide. 

% Jjens achalt Jwu come us alle to deeme, 
Bope qaik and dede of adams seed. 
WttA opene woundis & visage breme ; 
32 J)is bileeue makip trae men drede. 

% I bileeue in fe holi 'goost, 

pa Jjriddo pereoone in trynyte, 
Of which pre noon ia more ne niooat, 
36 But al oon god in persooncs pre. 



who nake» Hoij If P e holi goost makip holi chirche 

Church, by (Utb 



40 



Of feipful men, bi comynynge 
Ech oon to ojrir what Jei kurane worche 
In holines and good lyuyng. 



% Forjeeuenes y bileene of synne 

Bi fie holi goost and pe sacrament, 
If y maye goostli to hem wynne, 
44 Or cilia him silfe ia euere present. 



If J)ouj he neuere so present be, 
3it ho wole for ful meekenes 
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I flat y do jj erto fiat is in me, 

48 Leet contempt lette me of forjeaenes. 



Tf Also y bileeue in b ool mynde, 
Jje holi goost schalle knytte ajen 
Jje Boule to be fleische of al mankinds ; 
52 For al fleish schal ryse bat deebhath slayn. 

% pe holi goost schal jeue also 

Euerlastynge lijf to alle true mew. 
])«t we may heere senie Jjer-to, 
56 If Y rede we seio alle, amen. 



[Tht Sixttm Pbintt of Charity, or "Man, among Jii tnjrins," 
printed p. Ill, below, follows here in the MS.] 
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%>h fa dlktmaiibmettts. ■ jLZurfr* 

tt i +- After- 

[Lambeth MS. 1853, ab. 430 A.v.,page 47 j written 
without breakt,] 

EUery man schulde teche p is lore 

To hise children WitA good en tent, 
And do it him-mlf euermore, 
4 To kope wool goddis comaundement 

% Fals goddis J>ou schalt noon hane, 
But worschipe god omnipotent ; 
Make not pi god fat man hap groue ! 
8 ))is ia po firste comaundement. 

% Goddis name in ydil take pou not, 

For if foil do pou schalt be scheent ; 
Swere bi no ping fat god hap wroujt : 
12 J)ia is fo secuwde ccmaundement. 

^[ llaue mynde to holewe pin holi day, 
Jjou & alle fine wi'tA good entent ; 
Leue seruile werkia & nyce aray : 
16 Jjis is po pridde comaundement. 

Tf Worschipe pi fadir & pi modir bofe, — 
£at longe lrjf to fee be lent,— 
WitA meete 'and drink, coumfort & elope : 
20 ))ia is po iiij* comaundement. 

If Sle no man with yuel wille, 

Ensaumple, or tunge, or strokis dent ; 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

Bat euermore do good for ille : 
24 Jjis is f o fifthe comaattdemerot. 

% Do no leccheriB in al pi lijf ; 

Leto fleiscbeli knowyngo from pee be lent 
Saue oonli bi-t wene man & wij f : 
28 pia is pc sixte comauKdemont. 

% Jlou Bcbalt not stele no maner of ping, 
Ne helpe perto bi no consent. 
Lone alio fsls mosurie & al gilinge ; 
32 Jjis is Jjo .vij. comaundemeni. 

T Jfcm schalt beere no fals witnos 

For no mater fiat may be ment ; ' 
Seie euere pe sofe, or holde pi pees : 
36 bis is fe .viij. comaundement. 



T[ bou schalt not coueite pi neijboris good, 
As hous, loud, catel, ne rent, 
In hindringe of him & of bis blood : 
40 J?ia is po .ix. comaundement. 

TT bou sehalt not desire Jii neijboris feere, 
Ne falsli bis seruaunt from him hent, 
Ne no good pat 'he hath heere : 
44 bin is J)c .x. comaundement. 



% Jjeso ten to kepe, pon jeue ns grace . 
pat on po roode was al to-rent, 
In-to his hlis pat we mowe passe 
48 At pe, lasts day of Iugement 






[" I Warao eciii lijf," p. 107, Ac, of thii prist, follows here in 
the MS.] 
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Jiepe Mel (Cristas feautatnt 



[Vernon MS., ah. 1S70 A.D., fol. 408 b., col. 1. 
Printed here for comparison' sake, with the metrical 
points, but no stops.] 

X wanie vcho leod. fat liuef in londe. 

And do hem. dredlea. out of were. 

Jjat fei most studio, and vnderstonde. 
4 Jje lawe of crist to loue and lore. 

Jjer nis no mon. fer ne nere. 

fiat may him seluen. sane vn-schent 

But he fat castef. wif concience clere. 
8 To kepe. wel. Cristas Comaundement, 

bow most hane o God. and no mo. 

And serue him bof e. wt'ti mayn and miht. 

And ouei alle fingee. loue him also. 
12 Forhehajilantpe. ljf andliht 

Jif f ou beo nuy jed. day or nilit. 

In peyne be moke, and pacient. 

And rule [>o ay. be roeon riht. 
16 And kep wel. Crietes Comaundement. 

^f And let Jii neijhobor. fiend and fo. 

Riht frely. of f i frendschupe fele. 

In herte. fat fou wilne hem so. 
20 Riht as fou woldest. Jri self weore wela 

And help to sauen hem. from vncele. 

So fat heore soules. beo not scbent 

And also heore care. f ou helps to kela 
24 And kepe wel. Cristes comaunderoent, 
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$i$t W&ttl Cristis Contamteni. 



[Lambeth MS. 853, ab. 1430 A.D., page 49 ; written 
without breaks.] 

I Warne eche lijf fat liuef in lond 
And do him dredlees out of were, 
fiat he must studio & vndirstonde 
4 Jjc lawB of god to loue & lere. 
If For fere is no man feer ne neer 

(jilt may him sillfe eaue vnschent 
But he J>at casti); him with conscience clere 
8 To kepe weel cristis comaumdement. 

Xhou schalt haue oon god & no mo, i- n™ ihaii 

And Borue him bofe wlji mayn & myjt, 
And oner al ting loue him also, ■ "™< 1 °™ mm 

12 For he haf lent f«! lijf & lijt. thing. 

\ If Jwu be noied bi day or nyjt, 

In peyne he meeke & pacient, j* pmum m 

And lewle fee ay bi resoun ri;t, 
16 And kepe weel cristis coma un dement, 

JLete fi neije-'boris, bofe fteend & fo, [ipw««J 

Freli of Jti f reewdseliip feele ; Might™ u 

In herte wilne f on hem also 
20 Bijt as Jjou wold ist fi ailf were wele. 
T Ilelpc to saue hem from vusele 
So fat her soolia ben not schent, 
And her care fou helpe to kele, 
24 And kepe weel cristis comauwdement. 



tliywlfj 



3y Google 



KEPE WEL CBiSTES OOMAUKDBKBNT. (VEBHON MS.) 

If In IdeL Godes noma tak Jou noujt. 

But coso. and sane fo from fat synne. 

Swere bi no J>ing. Jiat God haj> wrouht. 
28 Be war. hia wraf pe. lest Jou hit wynne. 

But bisy jro her. bale to blynne. 

J)at blaberyng are wij> ojies blent. 

Vncoujie and knowen. and of pi kynne. 
32 And kep wel cristas oomaundemeret. 

If I Q clannes and in cristes werk 

Haue mynde. to holden Jin haly day.. 

And drauh J>e Jenne. from dedes derk. 
36 Wif al J>i meyne. Mon and may. 

And men vnsaujte. loke Jwu assay. 

To saujten hem }>owne. at on assent. 

And pore and seke. fou plese and pay. 
40 And kepe wel cristes Comaiindement 

If J)i Fader pi Moder. Jwu worschupe bobe. 
Jif bou volt boteles. bale escheuwe. 
With couneeil cum-forte hem. watA mete and 
clobe. 
44 As Jwn sest. hem neodeb newe. 
And jif bei talke of tales vn-trewe. 
J)ou torn hem out. of fat enient. 
And cristes lawe. help J>at bei kncwe. 
48 And kep wel cristes. Comaimdoment. 

^ Sle no mon. wijj wikked wille. 

Be war. and vengeauwce tak bou non. 

Iu word, ne dede. loude. ne stille. 
G2 Bakbyte J>ou no mon, blod ny bon. 

But ay let gabbynges. glyde and gon. 

A-wey wher bei woL glace, or glent. 

And help pat alle men ben atom 
56 And kep wel cristes comaundemeMt. 
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KEPE WEEL CBISTIS COMAUNDBMENT. {LAUBXTlf MS. SI 

(joddis name in ydil take Jiou noujt, 5^J 

Bwt eeesse & saue J»e from pat sywne j "i"- 

Swere bi no J»ing fat god haj> wrou^t, s*sv 

28 Be waar his wrafjie lest Jk>u so wynne. " JJ^tJ 

If Bnt bisie fee enere her bale to blirano but b 

)jut wijj blaheringe oojris ben blent, ^° 

Yncoupe & kno won of Jii kynne ; 

32 And kepe wool cristis comaunddntenl. 

Xn clerraos and in cristis werk m. i 

Haue myndc to halowe J)in holi daye, 
■4«ci drawe pco Jtanne from dedis derk 

36 Wiji al J>i meyne, man & may. *■ * 

T Men vnsoft, loke fou asay Try t 

To soften 'them to good assent, t i 

Helpe poore and sike to please & pay, Jjjfj 
40 And kepe weel cristis eomaundement. 



J?i fadir & modir worschipe bojie — 
If Jwu wolt boteleea bale eschewe — 
'With eouwcelle, couraforte, meets & clof e, 
I As J>ou seest pat hem nediji newc. 
If And if J>ei talko of wordis vntrewe, 
Jjou turae hem out of fiat entent, 
And cristis lawe helpe pat pei knew, 
i And kepe weel cristis comaundcmcnt. 



know dulst'i 



file no man wj'tA wickid wille ; 

Be waar, of veniaunce take pan noon ; 
Eerli ne late, lowde ne stills, 
! Bacbite no man, blood ne boon, 
If But lute euere gabbing glide & goon 
Away, whejier it wole glase or glent ; 
And helpe fat alle men were at oone, 
j And kepe weel cristis comaundoment. 



Backbite no 
ImtlMglH 
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KEFE WEL CRISTE8 OOMAUNDEMENT. (VBRHOH IIS.) 

% Stele fou noujt. J>i noijobore f ing. 

Noufw wif atillenea no wi[) atrif. 

Nor wttA no maner. wrong getyng. 
60 (ji self f i seruaunt. child, no wyf. 

To Bulla and buye. jif f ou be ryf. 

Wayte al way. fat wrong be went. 

Ah f ou writ lyue. J?c lastyng ly£ 
64 Jjou kepe weL eriates comaundement. 



FaLs witnesse. loke f ow non bere. 

3if Jjow wolt. in blisae a-byde. 

Jji neijebore. wityngly to dere. 
68 Ne no mon noufer. in no Hyde. 

But loke }>at no mon. be a nuyjed. 

And f ou may him. from harmes heret. 

And help fat falshede. beo diatruiet. 
72 And kep weL criates comaundement 

T Sunge fou not. in lecheria 

Such luat vn lcucfnl. let hit pas. 

Consents j>ou not. to such folye. 
76 Jjat fouraden is so foul trespaa. 

And loke. fat nouf er more no las. 

J;i lykyng. on fat lust be lent. 

Leate fon synge. f is songe alias. 
80 For brekyng. of criates comaundement. 

\ Jji neijhehors wyf. coueyte fo\i noujt. 

Vnleuefully. a-jeynes Jw lawe. 

Wif hire to sunge. in word no foujt. 
84 And from fat deede. euer Jwu fe drawo. 

And neuer sey. to hire no sawe. 

To make hire, to synne assent 

Ne pleaa hire not. Wttft no mis plawe. 
88 But kep weL cristee comau«dement. 
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KEPB WSBL CWSTIS OOMAUNDBHENT. ILAMBETB MB. Ms.) 

Synne fou not in leccherie ; IkiuX' 

Such lust vnleefrul, lete it passe ; hmmtoi 

Consente pou not to pat folio 
60 Jjat fouradon it is bo 'foule a trespass. pp«i 

% And loke pou, neiper more ne lasse 2g«iii 

Jji likingo on fiat lust be lent, 
Lest ]>ou singe pis song ' alas °* ™ 

64 For brekinge of cn'stia comann dement.* 

Dtele J>ou noujt of pi neijboris pirag ™ 8t ? 

Neiper wij stilnes ne wftA strijf, neighbor 

Ne Wftft no maner of wrong geetynge, 
68 Jri silf, fi seraaunt, child, ne wijf. 

^f To hie & sille if pou be rijfe, ch«»t n < 

Loke euere fat wrong away be went : Miint.' 

If pou wolt han euerlastinge lyf, 
72 Kepe weel cristis comaundement. 

Fals witnea, loke pat pou noon bare ; Tin. R 

If Jjou wolt in blis a-bide, inj n ™ n 

pi neijbore wilfulli pou ne dere, £*£% 

76 We noon pat wonep pee biaide ; iwpto* 

fl But loke pat no man be anoied hhrto* 

If pou may him from names hent, 
And helpc pat falshede were distroied, 
80 And kepe weel cristis comaundement. 



J7i neijboris wyf coueite Jwu noujt 

Vnleeffulli ajens pe lawe 
Wip hir to synne in dede or poujt, 
t But from pe dede euere pou drawe, 
% And ceesse, & seie to hir no sawe 
To make hir for to synne assent, 
Ne please hir not wftft no nyce plawe, 
3 But kepe weel cristis comaundement. 



H. Covet not Hi / 

neighbours wife, 

[F.geM.] 
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XXP* WBL CH18TBB COKAtlKDBStKirr. (tBRSOS MS.) 

T J)i neijhebora hons. wenche ne knane. 
Vnslcilf iill y . coueyte fou nonht. 
Ne jit his good. witA wrong to hane. 

92 For hit lest Jwu to bale be bronht 
For whon bo so be. schal vp be souht 
Jif ban in to bis snnnes assent 
Ful bitterly, bit mot be bo«)t 

96 For brekynj- of cristas. Comaundemiwft 

f Vche mon bat woL bis lesson lere. 

And loueb. & laweful lj£ to lede. 

He may not misse. on none manere. 
100 pe mtirbc of henene. to his niede. 

For crist him here, wol helpe and hede. 

And hebene. in to henene bent. 

For pi I. preys, bat crist va spede. 
104 Kuyndely to kepe. bis comaundemeRt 
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KEPE WEEL 0RI8TIS CiJMAUNDEMENT. {LAHBXTH X8. MS.) 113 

Am neijboris houe, wenche, ne knawc, 25tbStff 

Vnleeffulli coneite b on nonjt, , ™^ ™m,« 

He ofir good, wrong to haue, 
92 Lest J»u for it to bale be bronjt 

If For whanne Jie soojte schal be up aoujt, nftkouiSit 

If Jou to bis aynne assent, p^Mturijiont. 

Fid bittiili it schal be bou;t 
96 For brekinge of cristas comaundemenL 

Jilch man fat wole J)is leesonn lerc, No on who 

And lone Ji a lawful lijf to lede, » mi* ih, j OJ . 

lie ne may mys on no manere 
100 Jje inyrbb of honen to hano to meede ; 

% For crist wole him heere helpo at nede, tor chriit wiu 

For from hone to heuene be wole Mm hent, l« m pnj m™ 
For-bi praie we bat crist ua spede mZSSF 

104 Kindeli to kepe his comaundement Amon. ""**• 



["There it no ereatour bnt oon," printed pp. 18-21, follow* 
bete in the MS.] 
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polnu of Charity. 



tyt jwittnc |)igitb of Cjjarilt. 



[Lambeth MS. 853, afc. 1430 A.D., pope 42; written 
without breaks, except lines 6-12, 21-4.] 

JaAn, among Ji myitis bane in mynde 

From whens foo come A whidir f ou teendia, 
How freelli Jkju fallist & filiat Jii kinde ! 
4 ' Arise & make of Jji mya ameendia, 
r f pat of pis world whanne bou out wendis, 

Jjo u maiat in heuene pi lord god se 
Among biae apostolis & dere freendis 
8 As a chosen child in charitee. 

The hi jest lessoun pat man may lere 

Is to lyne iust lijf, if pou wolt loke, 

Yf Jou haue grace to holde & heere, 

12 Is playnli printid in poulis booke, 

T For god to poul p is lesaonn tooke 

in fie pridde heuen, nicest of pre, 

Euery man to cunne & looke 

Jje sixtene propirtees of charitee. 

' Thouj y speke,' seip seint poole, 

' As aungils doon, or with mennis tunge, 
If charite he not in pi soule, 

I am hut as a brasen symbal song. 
If And fonj my bileeue be neuere so strong 
So prat mounteyna be meued bi feip of me, 
I am not worthi to god so longe 
Aa me vantip charite. 
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polnU of Chuity . 



THE XVI P0YNTI8 OF CHARITE. 

Thou3 y to poore men jene al my good, 

And mybodi to brenne pere hoot Her ys, 
And charite be not in my mood, 

It profitip me not to heuere blia.' 
T But for god wolde it schulde not mya 
To knowe in oharite whanne we be, 
He tau^te poul to teche al hie 
bs .xrj. Foyntis of charite. 

Charite,' he aeip, ' ia pacient, 

AUe diaeaia meekli suflriiige, 
Benign a also in hir entent, 

Klndelid yritk fier of good lyuyng ; 
If Neuere enuyoee for ony ping 
To frcond ne foo, who) ir it be, 
Bnt euwe glad to goddia pleaing 
To cherieche alle men in charitee. 

Charite doop neuare wickidli 

Bi pnrpoe of wil, ne wickid dede, 
■ Ne blowen ' ia wftft pride f ouj ache be welpi, 
For to grene god ia hir moost drede ; 
% For in helle depe achal be her meedc, 
A low wij> lucifir for to be 
bat for blynde pride wole take noon hede 
lowli to lyue in charite. 



Charite ia not coueitoee toold a. nwi« u> 

Of worschipe ne of wronge wynnynge, g*ta»^ ™ "™* 

For wip ypocritia sche may not holde, 

Ne conaente witA wrong getyng. 
T Sche aechip not hir owns ping ?■ swtoUinottaM 

for hindringe of neijboria pat myjte be, 
For manye perela ben in pletynge 
bat acorden not wttA charitee. 
B* 

D!g,t,z ca!1 y GOOgle 



OP UUS.RITB. 

Charitee wole no bing be wroof 

For harmea fat hir silf may hont, 
But for to Bywne, al oonli ia hir loob, 
I Ajens goddis comaundement. 

% Charitee benkiji noon yuel in hir entent, 
Bat stintijj strijf, & stoondib free ; 
Al yuel wiL, it wolde were went, 
And chauwgid al for charite. 

\}f wickidnes charite ia not glad, 

Bi laujter ne bi no likings, 
But euere sobre, soft, & sad, 

In boujt, in word, & in worching. 
T To rijt & troupe is hir ioiyng, 

To maynteine trufe wliei-e-euere eche be, 
Wt'tA feibful and true folk Is hir dwelling, 
For suche ben chosen in charite. 

i A Hp fingis ache berib vp meekeli, 

For al hir wronge schal tume to game ; 
8che fallip not vnder for vilonye, 
For los, for sijknes, ne for sehame. 
^T Alle bingis sche trowib wib-out fame 
J3a,t goddis lawe tccliif trube to be, 
And bidib berbi for ony blame, 
Foi suche ben children of charitee. 

Alle bingis sche hopib to bane in blia ; 
For suche sche suffrib & serueb heere; 
For of mercy sche may not mys 

bat bis lesson wole lone & lere. 
^[ Sche abidib alle bingia wt'tft good chere 
bouj sche binke longe be eende to so, 
For of reward sche hab 'no were 
bat bos abidib in charite. 



,, Go ogle 



OF CHABITB. 

Uharite fallifi neuere away 

From him fat it in charite wole holds, 
Bifore ne aftir domys day, 

But encrosip in blis an huwdrid folde. 

% Whanne al tresour is tried & tolde, 

Al help to blis is in pese Jira, 

Feif, hope, & charite, noting colde ; 

)je mooste of hem is charite.' 



All help to Win 
Frith, hope, 



Bi charite, man, foil must lone more j 

God fan silf, >e aoop to say, ' 

For pis is Jte lord-is owne lore, 

With al bi power him please & pay ; 
% Thi neijbore also, wib-oute nay, t 

Loue as pi silf saaf to bee ; 
To freend & fo holde faste bi fay, 
And chauwge bou neuere fro charite. 

If we bis lessoun we loue & leere, j 

And take it truli to oure entent, } 

We schulen haue knowings good & cleere ' 

Who ben blamelees & who ben schent, 

God, fat hast us oure lijf lent, * 

Graunte bat we may oure ■ silf to enserche 

& se, 

As Jiou for us on roode were rent, J 

J)ou chese us to fee for eharite. A-M-E-N. 



[" Enery man schnlde tcche £ig lore," printed p. 101-5, follows 
leva in the MB.] 
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(Qmnbmnt jKgns mite Vim $uiwij, 



[MS. B. 11. 24, rri»% College, Cambridge; 
ab. 1450, A.D.] 

Kynge of grace, ft fdl of pyte, 
Lord of heuyn, I-blyssyd jiou be ! 
Ilaue mercy on vs, we the beseche, 
4 Or we leae our wytt & speche ! 
xt. tokenys telle I may 
That ehal come befote doom ys day, 
Ab it is seyde yn the prophecye, 
8 In the book of Jeremye. 

Herkenyth now f>e tokenynge 
That po firsto day ehal brywge : 
Fro heayn shal a rayne falls, 

12 Hit shal be byttyr as eny galle, 
Hytt shall be as red as any blod, 
Ouyr all J>e worlle a grymly flod ; 
Hytt schalle ouergo wyth large mett 
. 16 Alle that ys in erth I-sett ; 

The chylderyn vn-born Aferd shall be 
Of thys tokenynge, as I telle the, 
And meue hem tyll our Syth 

20 Eyth as fey speke myth. 

The secunde day ys stronge wi'tA alle : 
The sterrys shal fro heayn falle, 
So dredfulle and so breyth 

24 As the fyre off J>e dondyr ljrth. 
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QUINDECIM BIGNA AWE DIEM IDDICIJ. 

Men sehalle say, " welle-away 1 

Thya ben the tokenya off domya day I" 

They achall cry & syke sore, 
28 And say, * lord, mercy, thyn ore 1 ! " 

The iij 4 " day ya off syche : 

In erthe and in heuyn-ryche 

The hye eon thatt ya bo bryth, 
32 So fayr, and ao full off lyth, 

Hitt shalle be swarte as any pyche : 

Alle thatt shall be rewlyche. 

Men sehalle pen eonc Be 
36 Att mydday hytt shalle swarte be ; 

AH thatt ben on lyve 

Sehalle thya wordys dryve. 

" Alas thatt we acholic Abyde 
40 To ae Jis aorowe in Euery syde ! " 

The iiij*» day ys swythe longe, 

Witt wepynge & wyth sorow Amonge : 

All bat in erthe stonde 
44 Schall to red blod wondo ; 

They sehalle drawe hem to be grownde, 

Ther sehalle they dwelle butt no atownde, 

To the see fey achalle for drede, 
48 Eyth as moyses the prophytt aayde, 

Thatt the mone sehalle rewly falle 

And wynd outt of hys reche stalle. 

The man sehalle aay to hys wyff 
52 " Alas batt we be nowe Alyve I " 

The V* day comyth swythe ; 

For euery beat batt ys on lyve. 

Toward heuyn her hedd schall holde, 
66 For thatt wonber As y yowe tollde, 

Men sehalle say, " lord, thyn ore 

Off our sorowe & off our sore ! " 

Thya tellyth the prophecy 
60 In fe booke of Jeromy. 
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VII. MlairtlM 



■lull be lriwnrf d 



QUIKDEOIH SIGN A ANTE DIEM IUDIOIJ. 

Welk we achalle vndyrstonde 

Thatt criatyndom hatt vnberfongo. 

" Thatt day, Iheswa to va ae 
64 Aa boo 1 tb bowtyat vppon a tre, 

Thatt we may com to by blyase 

Lord, when Jiy wille ya ! " 

The vj day schall down Falls 
68 The treys wttft }>e croppys alia, 

And toward ]>o erthe the croppys achalle be. 

For fere the man achalle lese hys wyff, 

The wyff her chyld, be chylhj hys lyff ; 
72 Alls thatt leve achall lese here wytte ; 

Wo they be thatt achalle a-byde hytte, 

Bettyr they were to bo oute off lyve 

Than aoche payne for to dryve. 
76 The vij day achalle fall down 

Chyrche and caatelle and every town*; 

All achall to-breke ; and euery hylle 

Shalle lowe, valeys For to Fylle ; 
80 The erthe achalle [be] ahene and dene ; 

In b is worlle alle achalle be evyn ; 

Than achalle Je worile evyn be : 

Wo ya he but thatt achalle se ! 
84 The viy day ya a day off drede, 

Eyth aa moyses fie prophytt seyde 

Thatt the see woll ryse & fle, 

Thatt euery beat aferd schall be ; 
88 Than for drede hytt woll ryse & flowe 

~Wtih wawya grete, & atonnys towe : 

Thorowe the strength off be wynd 

Into the Welken hitt schall alynge ; 
92 All thatt leuyth Jialt day 

Wold fle away, but bey ne may ; 

Vndyr erthe I-hydd they wold bo 

Thatt Ihesu cryst scholl nott hem Ase. 
96 Then wolle the aee wytdrawe, 
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And wend to hys owyn hawe, 
Godd of houyn, pat beat may, 
Haue mercy on va vppon J>att day ! 
100 The ix day, wondyr hytt ye, ut- A.th.pn>- 

phecj tfllli. 

As the prophecy tellyth hytt I wya : 

Thatt all pyngo schall speke fun, *ii thin*, on 

And cry in erthe aftyr Je atenyn off man, wiihih«Toi»of 

lOi And be-mone hem self in owr syjth thmSm.™" 

Kyth as fey Hpeke myth. 

Lord Ihesu, thy myth pou fullfelle 1 

We be sorry Jatt we dede agayn pi wille 
108 Or witft towyth or with dede. 

Lordlh&u! brenge vs oute of pis drede j^mh^m 

Thatt we may com to rest ! EtfXTiia, 

Ther bale ys most, & bote ys nexte. 
112 The .x. day ya day of wclaway 

As gregoiy sayth, and Jeromy : 

Than acholic knele po angelys bryth 

Before f e face of godd allmyth. 
116 Seynt peter, nofw his felow-redde, 

Dar nott apeke A word for drede ; 

They schalls He henyn vngo, 

And Jie erthe schall Also, 
120 They schalle schryke & crye lome 

For }ie drede of pe grett dome. 

Develyn schall com outc off helle 

As seynt Johan doyth vs tell, 
124 They schalle kry, «' lord, thyn ore 

Off onr sorowe & of our sore ! 

Lett vs to henyn com ! 

Longe pou hast hytt vs be-nome 
128 For our gylt, and our mysdede, 

And for our awyn wykkyd rede I " 

Thys ys a day of moche sorowe ; 

A etrongyr comyth on the 
132 The xi day comyth lyche, 



■hill mo>« on- 
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■luDnc*) WitA atronge etormya sykyrlyche, 

■n rodn aid And alle the atonye moche & lyte 

Jj^^" ** Scholle to-gedyr sore amyte ; 

•ad d th* irortd, 1 36 Alle the worlle echalle to-dry ve ; 

Wo be bey batt ben on lyve ! 
ThcRunbov The rayn bowe Iwryyd achalle be, 

Grymlyche In ayjth for to Bee. 
■nd the Dtnia 140 Than the denelyn schalle Hwyde ren, 

■hall mo buck to ^ 

heu. And for fere to belle torn ; 

God wille say, " ther scbnll ye be, 
Ther schaU ye wone A be war," 
144 God grownte so to be-tyde 

Thatt we may be on bettyr Byde ! 
xii. no. d*r The xij day ye dredfulle than, 

Is diwMUl. 

For than was newer schappe of man 
148 That wolle batt god dyd hym ryth 

Yff he dyrat, & moat of myth. 
Asgtii .h.n iui Angelys thatt hym aeruyn alle 

Scholl for T8 vppon kneys falls 
■tOod-ifHtfar 152 To goddya feett for our syn ; 

And for the lone of all man km 
Lord,Ui»niAiii Lord we be-seche the 

In fi mercy for to be I 
Hit ortbiiinj. 156 Dredfully comyth the xiij day 

To all batt Abyde hytt may. 

Fro the begynnynge of Adamys com 

Tylle the end of be day of doorne, 
no ana on toil 160 No myth no man in booke rede 

hdf lot iorr«r. Half the ^^^ nQ j er ha£ j, 6 dled6i 

That god schalle aay than 

When he comyth down yn achappe of re 
ah u» Mono on 164 For alle the atonya grett and smale 

Thatt byth in erthe wttftoutyu tale, 
•luiidrim All they echalle to-gedyr drynge, 

2JJEJ*"* ■^ r "^ enerychon to ober dyngo ; 

168 They achall ryse & grynd bo 
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Thatt fe fyr fro hem schalle go; •oumaniiua 

They BchaU bren also bryth fljfr™u™ 

As fe fyr of J>e dondyr lyth. like Usbtntiv. 

IT2 The xiiy day ys A day of aorowe ; xiv. Fimtan 

Stronge fyr schalle com on >e morow, Saratoga 

Ther schalle nothyng in Jjya worlle leve J"™ ^JJJJ 

Butt schalle bren to morow tyll eve. uub» t™iii». 

176 Thye pasayth nott swythe sone ; 
On the morow ys ]w day of doome. 

The xt day comyth swythe : xv. n* iny of 

For euery man Jot was on lyve ait™ that 

180 Fro Adamys tyme, the fyrat man, 2Z*ttl?" 
Alle to the dome schalle com than, 

Euery man of xxi tt wynter olde, ««joiwiDiid»ao 

All schall com pe dome to be-holde ; .hlii mi 

184 Euery man schalle ojiare mete 

Att the mownte of olevett. toMom-ioiitet. 

Two angelys schall blowe her bemys ; Two ugtii ihiii 

The folke schall com alle attonya. t™£T 

188 Fnlle sore than they may Agryse 

Whan they ahulla to J>e dome arysa, 

Two angelys schall com be-forne two iiiii bring 

WttA Je scorgffl, and with the crowne of thorn bo«ichri«,Midih. 

192 With drewry cher and sory mode """" 

As hytt on hys hedd atode ; u 11 ito°a « 

And the aper al so acharpe „ith a.e tpur, 

As hytt stod on hys hertt. »» " «*l ™ hi» 

196 For no enuy, no for no pryde, «&*ii,a* 

Longer hym stonge dorow Jw ayde : JSScjStT - 

Longeu* then etyll atode, ^Jj? •?** <* 
On hya fyngorya ran pc blod, 

200 He atrokyd ther-wttA hya eyn ryth, blood on'hil <;«, 

They be-eoom as cler as candyllyjth. «» d«M»i™ai». 



"Kynge and lord full of pyte, 

Thya mys-gylt Jiou for-yeue me : 
I dyd hyt for non evyll dede, 



■ Piteon. Lord, 
torsive me, who 
rleriail TliM, uij 
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Nob er for no covetyse of mede." 
Aag^iiiuii Angelys aeliall brenge be rode bryth, ' 

ud Uoodj iuji*. Witft blody naylys prccyoua of ayth. 

Thm chrbt, ud, 208 Then comyth our lord witA drewry mode, 

■tullooms, * * 

Wyth arrays I-spred all on blod : 
"* JJJj "■•* " Man, now be soth Jion mayst I-ae, 

tHohndibrttwi "What* I sufferd her for the. 

212 Thys paseyon I sufferd her for pe : 
™™ dwl ° 1 I-cronyd I was with thoraya of a tre ; 

AndUHnioridM Thya was to theleff for to awere 

tosmrb}l( 7 

tjm, hiir. ud Be my eyn & be myn here, 

*"* 216 And be my paynys that wher stronge. 

Man, hytt waa be fulle ryve 
Mj An wmnidi, To awere be my wowndya fy ve, 

uwh, tongue, gg my tethe And my tonge, 

»™t. i«w 220 Be my hertt and be my longe, 

Hytt thowyth. the fulle grett pryde 
•idi, feadu u>d For to awere be my syde, 

[i p luted] Be my brayne & be my hedd ; ' 

bmj. My huL 224 be my aowle I was ofte be-revyd. 

aao, nbto» am Man, hytt was full grett dyspyte 

So offte to make me edwyte 1 
Thm wonidat not Thou woldyst nott clothe me, ne fede. 

nwdorhtlpma. J , 

228 Thou woldyst nott nelpe me att my nede I 
wiuthuttfaoa Man offte bou hast for-ewom me ! 

•ufflmdforMB?" ' 

Man what sufferst bou for me ? 
u£?ZZ$i£* Than "OW* our ^y hem be-fore— 

232 In blysayd tyme was she I-bore — 
Mui of blood, "With terys rennynge alle on blodd, 

Sore wepynge witft drewry modd ; 
"**"*• " Fadyr, & son, and holygoat, 

"KingMd Lord, 236 Kynge and lord as bou woet, 

mrawHtBoo, J ** * 

P **] My awete son, I praye de * 

gnat me to-day jf y fcQUQ (jj Jay Ug U grawnt me ! 

my prayer. * 

low om mj Thy honde warke pat bou hast wrowyth, 

240 My dew son, for-lese hem nowhte ! 
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Thou bowat hem wyth J>y blodd 
And witA by fleasch vppon be rode ; 
My swete son, I pray the 

244 For all mankynd pat I may be ; 
Graw[n]te hem by swete blysse, 
Noaii of hem f att bou ne mysse." 
" Modyr, thy wille I-fullfyllyd shall be, 

248 Thy bone to day I grawnt hytt be ; 
The goode y wille lese nowth, 
My hondwerke that I haue wrowth. 
Thya batt wallde nott aerue me, 

252 My blysse schalle they neuere ee, 
Into payne they schalle wende, 
To haue * hytt euere witAoutyn ends. 
My chyldryn fat haue aeruyd me, 

256 In my blysae they achall euere he ; 
Te scholl com witA me to heuyn 
WttA angelys aonge and mery eteuyn. 
And he clepyth hym be-fore, — 

260 In blyssyd tyme wer they I-bore, — 
He spekyth to hem myldelyche, 
" Comyth witA me to my kyngdome ryche." 
Lotd we be-seche be 

264 Thy swete blysse batt we mott se; 
When we com to oure lyvys ende, 
Into thy blysse bat we mot wende, 
And grawnt vs thatt hytt ao be ! 

268 Amen, Amen, lord, For charite ! 



e'fir the meaning of 1. 1 32, see Hampolo's Fricke of Conmtnt*, 
urns, 1863, p. 135, Us. 4983-90. 

pan sal alls ryse in |>e same eld fiaii 
pat God had foil; here als man .... 
pan was he of threty yhere elde, and tWB, 
And of thre monethee har-with alawa ; 
In >at elde alle sal ryse at the last 
When >at here he giete heme* blast. ] 
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WSfys tm not Utept, rom 

kite of me. 

(tot yibgin'b BOSS OTKB HBB DEAD boh.) 

[MS. 0. 9. 38, 2W». CoU. Cambridge. Written 
mostly as prow.] 

Sodenly A-frayd, halfe wakynge halfe slcpyng, 
and gretly dysmayd, A woman sate wepyng, 
With fauowr in here face far passynge my reaon, 

4 And of here sore wepyng fie waa Jie encheson ; 
Here sane yn hero lappe layd, sche aeyd, aleyn 

by treson : 
yf wepyng myjt rype be, Kit aemyd then yn seson. 
Ihejtwi, bo sche sobbed, 

6 so here sone was bobbed 
And of hys lyue robbed ; 
Seynge thya wordya aa y sey the, 
" Who can not wepe, com leme of me." 

12 y seyd y cowde not wepe, y waa ao hard hertyd, 
Sche anawerd me schortly wjtft wordya J>at 

amartyd, 
" Lo, nature schall meve f e ; thow moat be 

connertyd, 
thyn owne fadyr thys nyjth ya dede :™ thya 

schee twhertyd : 
16 "Thesis, bo my sone ya bobbed, 
and of hya lyue robbed, 
ffor soth then y sobbed 
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Veryfyyng thys wordys, seyng to the, 
20 Who can not wepe com lerne at me." 

"Now, brake hart, y the praye ! thys cued lyeth -B»>k,miii«rt! 

so rulye, • toa&£ri.'° 

So betyn, so woundyd, Entretyd so filly. 
What wyjt may be hold, and wepe noM none wbowuid™ 

truly, wmtV 

24 to see my ded dyre eone blodynge, lo, thys 

newly ! " 
Euer stylle schee sobbed, 8oituiii»«)Mwd 

So here eone was bobbed iUi. 

And of hys lyue robbed. 
28 Newyng these wordys, as y sey the, 
" Who can not wepe, com lerne at me." 

On me sche cast here yee, and seyd, " see, man, 

thy brother ! " 
Sche kyste hym, and seyd, "swete, am y not she ktaed him: 
thy modyr t " 
32 And swonynge schee fylle ; ther byt wold be no ibanromud; 
nothyr: 
y not whych more, dedlye, the tone or the todyr. 
yett sche reuyued, and sobbed imd wtm™. >h« 

how here sone was bobbed •« n botiwd. 

36 & of hys lyue robbed. 

" Who can not wepe," thys ys the lay, wdthanTuubed 

And witit that wordys schee vanysehyd A -way. ■. 
ffinifl. 
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Sjjt |eai| of ^nj;Us{pqf Stripe 

(who was beheaded, 8 junk, 1405). 



[From MS. R 4. 20, Trin. Coll. Cambridge, on a 
blank leaf at the end of Lydgate's Siege of Tftebes.] 

Hay hay hay hay thynke oil Whitsonmonday. 
The bysshop Scrope that was so wyse 
Nowe is he dede and love he lyse hay 

To heryns blys yhit may he ryse 
4 Thurghe helpe of Marie that mylde may 

Wnen he was broght vnto the hylle 
He held hym both mylde and stylle hay 

He toke his deth wi'tA fulls gode wylle 
8 As I haue horde fiille tiewe men say 

He that shulde his dethe be 
He kneled downe yppoa his kne hay 

Lord yowr deth forgyffe it me 
12 Fulls hertly here to yowe I pray 

Here I wylle the commende 
y u gyff me fyve atrokys wi'tA thy hende hay 
And then my wayes y" latt me wende 
16 To hevyns blys that lastys ay 

[Compare Hall'* Chronicle, Sm. IV. foL xxv (ed. 1560} W. A. W.] 
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EXTRACT FROM HALLB AS TO ARCHBISHOP SCROPE'S 
DEATH. ED. 1S-43 F(HT. BLLI8) POL. XXV. 

KYNG HENRY THE JIII. 



1 THE SIXT YERE. ' 

IN this yore the Earle of Northumber- ,„„ rt tl« e«i of 
lands, which bare styll a venemous ****■ eompired with 
scorpion in his cankered heart, and coulde 
not desist to inuent and deuise waies and meanes hove 
to be reuenged of kyng Henry and his fautours, began 
secretely to communicate his interior imaginations and 
priuie thoughtes with Richard Scrop, Archebisbop of Archw>hop 
Yorke, brother to william lord Scrop, treaaorer of 
England, whome kyng Henry (as you have heard) be- 
headed at the towne of Bristow, and with Thomas e*ti xbwbnj, 
Mowberey, erle Marshal, sonne to Thomas duke of 
Norflblke, for kyng Henries cause before banished 
the realms of England, and with the lordes, Hast- 
ynges, Fauconbridge, Bardolfe, and diverse other ud<>unn,ic*in>i 
whiche he knewe to beare deadely bate and inward 
grudge toward the kyng. After long consultacion Hemr, 
had, it was finally concluded and determined amongest Kid iii agrad to 
theym, that all they, their frendea' and alios, with all 
their power, should mete at Yorkeswold at a day meet it lorkm- 
appointed, and that therle of Northumberland should ulUin'tel 
be chefetaine and supreme gouernour of the armie, 
which promised to bring with him a great number of 
Scottes. 

This sedicious conspiracye was not so secretly kept, 
nor so closely cloked, but that the kyng therof had 
knowledge, and was fully aduertised. wherfore to pre- 
uent the time of their assembly, he, with suche power But before thta 
as he could sodainly gather together, with all diligence north'w^iSi?'" 1 
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HALLE ON ARCHBISHOP SCBOFE's DEATH. 



marched toward the North parties, and vsed suche a 

celeritie in his iourney that he was thither come with 

all his hoste and power before the confederates hearde 

any inkelyng of hia marchyng forward ; and sodainly 

ud appmhsuded there wei apprehended the archehishop, the carle 

scnpeu^otiun, Marshall, sir Iohn Lampley, and sir Robart Plumpton. 

who wnii iii These personnes wer arrained, attainted, and adiudged 

whitMondm to die ; and so on the Monday in Whytson weke all 

onkida To*. they without* the Citie of Yorke were beheadded. 

Here ot necessitie I ought not, nor will not, forgeate 

how some foolishe and fantasticall personnes haue 

ssdjunu inn wrytten, ho wo erronius Ippocrites and sedicyous Asses 

haue endited, howe supersticious Fryers and malycious 

Monkes haue declared and diuulged — bothe contrary to 

goddes doctrine, the honours of their prince, and 

common knowen veritie — that at the howre of the 

Arehbithop'i execucion of this Bishop (which of the Execucioner 

"tonb™ukedior desired to haue fiue strokes in rememhraunce of the 

S «u^io« ^ ne woun des of Christ) the kyng at the same tyme 

s^gHmnbad'' B y tt y n 8 ** diner had .v. strokes in his necke by a 

■ mnikM initio person inuisible, & was incontinently striken with a 

which is me. leprey; which is a manifest lye, as you shall after 

plainely perceiue. 

wt*t bIkU we What shall a man say of suche writers whiche toke 

upon them to knowe the secretes of Goddes iudgement t 

thin* »f then what shall men thinke of suche beastly persones, 

bmiUj pcnom, wfl ; cnB| regardyng not their bounden dutie and 

obeisance to their prynce & souerain Lorde, ennied the 

punishment of traiters and torment of offenders. But 

what shall all men coniecture of suche whyche, fauor- 

ynge theyr owne worldly dignitie, their owne priuat 

tbeHjnnitnud auctorite, their owne peculiar profit, wyl thus iuggle, 

raile, and imagine fantasies agaynst their soueraigne 

lorde and Prince, and put them in memorye as a 

Lot wi» man miracle to his dyshonor and perpetuall infamy: well 

let wyse men iudge what I haue said. 
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GLOSSARY. 



Abie, p. 26,1 130; p. 96, 1 22, 

pay for, atone for ; A. 8. abicgan. 
Abowe, p. 97, L 69, bow, bend, 

humble. 
Adwiten, p. 70, L 396, blame, 

accuse; A.S. edwttan. 
Ajenseid, p. 94, L 100, denied 
Aggregidist, p. 52, L 346, aggre- 

ger, to aggravate. Cotgrave. 
Agryae, p. 123,1. 188, A.S. agry- 

ean, to fear. 
Among, p. 81, L 59, at intervals, 

'amonge, or aum tyme, inter- 

dum, quandoque' P. Parv. 
Apeele, p. 71, L 433, Fr. appeler, 

to accuse, appeach, or charge 

with. Cot. 
Aslake, p. 80, L 47, A.S. adacian, 

slacken, dissolve. 
Aslope, p. 54, 1. 427, aside. 
Asswage, p. 79, L 10, quiet down ; 

Fr. assouvager, to assuage, quiet, 

still, pacifie. Cot. 
Attir, p, 24, L 62, poisonous. 
Auauntage, at his, p. 81, L 70, in 

his power, control. 
Awaite, p. 76, L 593, J watch. 

Balfee, p. 92, L 47, baulk, a mess 
of his life. 



Beerde, p. 13, 1. 50, woman, 

maiden. 
Beete, p. 12, L 11, A.S. gebetan, 

to amend, atone for. 
Bemys, p. 123, L 186, trumpets ; 

A.S. bime. 
Bigoon,p.l6, L 40, overwhelmed; 

A.S. begdn, to go over. 
Bihatid, p. 82, 1. 24, thoroughly 

hated. 
BiMjt, p. 19, 1. 52, promised; A.S. 



Bikir, p. 46, L 15, strife. 
Binam, p. 92, L 34, took away 

from ; A.S. bendm. 
Bitake, p. 20, L 74, commit; A.S. 

betaean. 
Bleere, p. 60, 1. 78, mock, scom; 

' I gyue him the best counsayle 

I can, and the knaue bleareth 

his tonge at me, tirer la langue.' 

Palsgrave. 
Blynne, p. 97, 1. 66, cease. 
Blyue, p. 46, 1. 177 ; p. 96, L 30, 

quickly. 
Bobbed, p. 126, 1. 8, beaten ; 

'bobet on the heed, amp de 

poing.' Palsgrave. 
Boone, p. 6, L 21, prayer; A.S. 
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Bote, p. 11, 1 104, remedy ; A.S. 
hot. 

Boteles, p. 108, 1 42, remediless. 

Breme, p. 102, L 31, Taot A.8. 
breme, glorious, but ' brym or 
fers. Ferus, ferae.' Pr. Parv. 

Broode, p. 37, 1. 77, abroad, about 



Cesoun, p. 42, 1. 28, 1 seizin, pos- 
session, or ' take a cesaun,' stay 

a season or time. 
Chesoun, p. 42, L 32, cause, reason; 

O.Fr. aehaison, occasion. 
Clone, p. 1, I. 7, pore; 'Clene, 

mundus, purwt! Pr. Parv. 
Clennesse, p. 64, 1. 197, purity. 
Clinge, p. 85, L 68 ; p. 89, 1. 20, 

A.S. clingan, to wither, cling, 

or shrink up. 
Conclude, p. 77, L 605, shut up. 
Contrarie, p. 37, 1. 87, go contrary 

to. 
Coorde,p. 38, 1.1 11, accord, agree. 
Coost, p. 34, L 63, Fr. costi, a 

coast or quarter. Cotgrave. 
Countirtaile, p. 71, 1. 416, Fr. 

eontretaiUe, the one part of a 

tallie, or score, alreadie marked, 

or notched. Cotgrave, 
Croppys, p. 120, L 68, tops ; A.S. 

crop, top, bunch, berry. 
Cunne, p. 114, L 15, A.&. cunnan, 

to know. 
Cus, p. 12, I 22, kiss; A.S. em, 

cyss. 

Daswen, p. 68, L 338, become 

dazed or dim ; Du. duyster,dim. 

Dene, p. 95, L 6, fear for) 

Delice, p. 78, 1. 633 ; Delijs, p. 42, 

1. 43, Fr. deliees, delights, plea- 

Dere, p. 110, 1. 67, injure; A.S. 

derian. 
Derworjriest, p. 52, L 352, A.S. 



deorwurde, precious, of great 
value. 

Diffence, p. 60, L 63, Fr. defeme, 
answer, argument. 

Discure, p. 63, L 165, discover. 

Dispence, p. 63, 1. 157, gain, re- 
ward 1 

Disceyuable, p. 86, L 7, deceitful. 

Disperage, p. 74, L 508, incon- 
gruity ; O.Fr. deeparager, to 
offer vnto, or impose on, a man 
vnfit, or unworthie conditions. 
Cot. 

Dondyr, p. 118, 1. 24, thunder. 

Drewia, p. 60, L 66) draughts. 

Drynge, p. 122, L 166, A.S. J»nn- 
gan, throng, rush. 

Dwynne, p. 27, 1. 176, dwindle ; 
A.S. dteinan, to pine, fade, 
waste away. 

Edwyte, p. 124, L 226, reproach, 
twitting; A.S. edwite, reproach, 
disgrace, contumely. 

Encheson, p. 10, L 75, occasion; 
O. French., aehaison. 

Ensure, p. 18, 1. 9, cock sure. 

Entensioun, p. 21, L 92, 9 excuse, 



mind. 



1,1. 350, harvest; A.S. 



Faite, p. 77, L 595, ideceive; O.Fr. 

i faiteua, criminel, coupable.' 
Fare, p. 95, 1. 13, goings on, ways, 

life. 
Eawe, p. 96, 1. 28, fain, glad. 
Felle, p. 25, L 92, t fail, or fell 
Fen, p. 26, 1. 121, mire, mud. 
Fere, p. 38, L 111, company ; in 

fere, together. 
Fere, p. 86, L 16, companion, 

person. 
Filist, p. 114, 1. 3, defilest. 
Flaite, p. 75, 1 532, Do. vleyden, 

to flatter, to sooth, or to entice 

with feire [words]. Hexham. 
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Fleme, p. 18, L 17, banish ; A.S. 

flyman. 
Florische, p. 89, 1. 18, ornamant, 

deck. 
Foisoun, p. 43, L 64, Fr. ftriton, 

plentie, great fullnesse. Cot. 
Fondid, p. 8, 1. 23, tried ; A.8. 

fattdian, to by. 
Foondi, p. 95, 1. 13, try. 
Foonued, p. 96, L 33, foolish! 
For, p. 19, L 35, 40, because. 
Forbeere, p. 60, 1. 76, restrain. 
Forelonge, p. 18, L 31, A.S. dirh 

gan, to wither, pine, oi shrink 

up ; forclungen, shrunk. 
Forlete, p. 30, L 250, A.8./or- 

IcBtan, to let go. 
Forbi, p. 24, 1. 89, for that reason. 
Foulden, p. 73, 1. 485, Ifold, bend. 
Frame, p. 44, 1. 97, i A.S. frame, 

profit, advantage. 
Fraujte, p. 76, L 590, freight, load. 
Frike, p. 23, 1. 26, glad, joyful ; 

A.S. frician, to dance, frisk. 

Geaoun, p. 64, L 206, ?Fr. geese, 
a common sinke or sewer; a 
gutter for the voiding of ordure. 
Cotgr. Not. E. geason, rare, 



Girt, p. 93, L 63, show. 
Glewe, p. 29, L 236, A.S gleow, 

joy, mirth, glee. 
Grame, p. 63,1 168, A.S. grama, 

anger, rage, wrath. 
Greede, p. 14, 1 73, greet, moan ; 

A.S. grasban, to weep, cry out. 
Gril, p. 83, L 12, sharp, unkind ; 

O.K grila. H. Coleridge. 

Hadde-y-wist, p. 73^ L 497, had- 
I-known {what would have 
happened), after-regret. 

Happe, p. 89, L 26, wrap over, 
cover for defence; IsL hypia, 



Harewide, p. 53, L 385, tore open. 
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Hawe, p. 121, L 97, A.S. hceh, 

hole, den. 
He, p. 59, 1 39, they. 
Hende, p. 7, L 25, gentle. 
Kildande, p. 23, 1. 55, beholden. 
Hirde, p. 17, L 52, A.S. kirde, a 

shepherd. 
Ho, p. 14, 1 71, halt, stop. 
Homeli, p. 63, 1. 163, familiar. 
Hore, p. 83, 1. 13, hoar, hoariness. 
Hote, p. 41, 1 15, be called ; A.S. 

Mian. 

like, p. 23, L 54, every. 

Insist, p. 66, 1. 250 ; p. 69, L 339, 

' insyght, inspexio, ciraumepee- 
do.' Promptorium. 

Kiude, p. 20, 1. 59, nature. 
Kibe, p. 11, 1. 92, show ; A.S. 

eydan, to make known, declare, 

show. 
Kynde, p. 9, L 53, nature ; A.S. 

ge-cynd. 
Kyndeli, p. 8, 1 19, natural; A.8. 

ge-cyndelic. 

Lapp id, p. 3, L 50, wrapped; 'Lap- 
pyn, or whappyn yn clobys 
(happya to-gedyr, wrap togeder 
in clothes). Involvo' P. Parv. 

Laujt, p. 30, 1. 249 ; p. 76, 1. 586, 
caught, taken ; A.S. laxean, to 

Leeme, p. 52, 1. 335, A.8. leoma, 

light, flame. 
Leepis, p. 47, 1. 181 ; p. 72, L 461, 

A.S. leap, a basket, hamper. 
Leere, p. 8,1.5, teach; A.S. leeran. 
Lees, p. 16, 1. 45, lies. 
Leit, p. 48, 1. 226 ; Leite, p. 62, 

I 355, lightning; A. S. lihting. 
Lende, p. 23, L 41, lent; A.S. 

Lent, p. 105, L 26, put away 1 ; 
1A.S. lengde, put off, perf. of 
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Lete, p. 28, 1. 186, leave, cease; 
A.S. lodan, let go. 

Lewide, p. 67, L 303, lay, ignorant 

Love, p. 95, 1 2, field after the 
crop is cut, clover ley, &c. ; 1 not 
A.S. lagu, a district in which a 
certain law was in force. 

Likerose, p. 20, 1. 55, lecherous. 

Likid, p. 8, 1. 16, pleased. 

Liking, p. 3, L 50, pleasant. 

Likinge, p. 92, L 49 ; p. 93, L 77, 
81, lust 

Likingly, p. 91, 1. 20, pleasantly. 

List, p. 4, 1. 3 ; A.S. list, wisdom, 
science, power, faculty ; lyri, 
desire, love, admiration. 

Lome, p. 121, L 120, frequently; 
A.S. geldme. 

Maistrie, p. 20, L 80, mastery, (see 
p. 33, L 58,) ? not tricks. 

Manunillis, p. 1,1.5, breasts, paps; 
Pappe, Mamtlla. P. Parv. 

Maugre, p. 65, L 215, reviling, rail- 
ing ; Ft. maugrier, to curse, re- 
uile extreamly, raile on de- 
spightfully. 

Mawmetis, p. 45, 1, 118, idols. 

Medele, p. 20, L 86, mingle, 

Meene, p. 1, L 4, remember ; A.S. 



Meete, p. 1, 1, 6, food. 

Melle, p. 53,1. 387, meddle. 

Mengid, p. 59, L 51, A.S. men- 
gum, mix, mingle. 

Mett, p. 118, L 15, measure; A.S. 
mete. 

Mydmore, p. 83, L 17, mid- 
morning. 

Mynde, p. 9, 1. 25, J mention, or 
A.S. myne, memory. 

Mynne, p. 24, L 78, remember. 

Myscheue, p. 90, 1 46, come to 
grief. 

Mystire, p. 76, 1. 572, need ; Fr. 
meatier, need, lacke, neceasitie, 
want Cotgrave. 



lither, 
imp la. 

; A.S. 



Nempne, p. 6, i 7, 

nemnun. 
Newyng, p. 127, 1. 28, renewing, 

repeating. 
Nuy^ed, p. 106, L 13, annoyed, 

troubled. 
Myce, p. 53, I 390, Fr. n 

simple, witlease, and 

perienced gull Nice, 

lazie, sloathfull, dull, s 

Cot 
Nym, p. 53, 1. 371, take 

niman, to take. 

Of, p. 98, 1. 101, from. 
Ore, p. 119, 1. 57, mercy. 
Ouerhope, p. 68, L 331, too much, 
confidence, sanguineness. 

Paieth, p. 24, L 58, pleases. 
Pay, p. 14, L 80, satisfaction, 

pleasure ; pays, satisfied, eon- 
tented. Cotgrave. 
Pilis, p. 64, 1. 182, peels, holds, 

castles. 
Pijt, p. 3, 1. 61, pitched ; p. 4, L 

13; p. 94, 1 90, placed; p. 

12, 1. 16, put, dressed. 
Pooste, p. 43, L 79, power. 
Port, p. 93, 1 85, mien. 
Preat, p. 45, 1. 116, quickly. 
Prouj, p. 50, L 288, advantage, 

profit ; Fr. prou. 
Pure, p. 18, L 11, purify. 
Pursue, p. 68, L 328, follow, 

strive. 
Put, p. 73, 1. 475, throw, casting. 

Queed, p. 6, L 18, wicked one, 

devil ; Dutch, quoad. 
Qwart, p. 23, L 2, of good heart 

or cheer ; O.Fr. quor, courage. 
Qweme, p. 18, \ 15, A.S. 

eweman, to please. 

Race, p. 48, I 238, A.S. rcee, 
rush, attack ; cp. miUrace. 
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Raper, p. 88, L 16, earlier, soone: 
Rabir, p. 86, L 9, preferable. 

Releef, p. 47, 1. 181, leavings. 



Rere, p. 70, L 379, late. Rere 

suppers are complained of in 

Waddington (b. 1300), Robert 

of Brunne, 1303, a.d., and 

many other writers. 
Rereage, p. 73, L 483, arrears. 
Reueb, p. 30, L 257, bereaves, 

takes away. 
Rijt, p. 46, 1. 170, upright, 
* straight. 
Rijfe, p. 92, L 29, much ; Du. 

rijf, rife, abundant. 
Homage, p. 93, 1. 61), roaming. 
Rouite, p. 36, 1 38, recked ; A.S. 

rohte. 
Rowne, p. 63, L 163, whisper. 
Ruli, p. 10, I 68, grievous; p. 

89, L 27, sad, mournful ; A.S. 

hreSw, grief, penitence ; hreow- 

lic, cruel, mournful. 
Ryve, p. 124, L 217 (see rijfe), 

customary, frequent. 

Sadli, p. 8, 1. 7, fixedly. 

Sale, p. 57, L 502 ; Fr. mile; hall. 

Saugjte,p. 76, L 592, A.S. aaht, 

reconciled. 
Saujten, p. 108, L 38, reconcile; 

A\S. sehtian. Note the change 

to soften in the later text, p. 

109. 
Schende, p. 11, 1 118, shame, dis- 
grace, ruin ; A.S.8ceond, shame, 

disgrace. 
Schendip, p. 53, 1. 374, A.8. 

scendan, to confound, shame, 

reproach, revile. 
SchUle, p. 65, L 232 ; achylle 

and sharpe, aeutug, sonorue. 
Sohowr. p. 44, 1. 96, A.S. sc6r, 

battle, fight. 
Sconfitith, p. 46, 1. 154, dia- 
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Scryue, p. 58, L 2 

Secke, p. 76, L 589, sack, bag. 

See, p. 13, I 54, seat. 

Seelde, p. 41, 1. 6, seldom. 

Seete, p. 37, L 89, set 

Sege, p. 2, L 35, seat ; Fr. a&go. 

Seruile, p. 104, L 15, of service, 

of business. 
Sijke, p. 78, 1. 634, sickness; 

Du. zieck, sick. 
Silur, p. 33, 1. 50, certain, sure. 
Skile, p. 9, 1 33, reason; O.N. 

skil. 
Slake, p. 11, L 112, become slack, 

cease. 
Slidir, p. 49, L 269, slydyr (or 

swypyr as a wey). Lubricue, 

P. Parv. 
Smerte, p. 93, L 67, smart, pain, 

prick. 
Soote, p. 29, L 248, sweet one. 
Spaynel, p. 91, 1 4, spaniel; Fr. 

espagneul, a SpanielL Cot 
Spousebriche, p. 47, L 188, 

adultery. 
Spume, p. 43, L 76, A.S. spurnan, 

to strike with the heel ; p. 91, 

L 11, spumed. 
Spute, p. 46, L 164, dispute. 
Stabilte, p. 26, L 144, fixedness, 

firmness. 
Stie, p. 90, L 48, ascend. 
Sti 3 , p. 55, L 460, ascended ; AS. 

Mian, to ascend, rise. 
Stintith, p. 116, L 62, stoppeth. 
Sue, p. 20, 1 68, follow. 
Suffraunce, p. 33, L 50, Fr. 

souffrance, sufferance, forbear- 
ance, patience, abiding. 
Sunge, p. 110, L 73, sin; A.S. 



xyngian. 
Superflue, p. : 

fluous. 
Swarte, p. 119, 1. 

black (swarthy). 
Swing, p. 28, 1 203, A.S. 

meingan, to whip, scourge. 



1. 30, super- 
dark, 
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Swipe, p. 69, L -348, quickly. 
Swyde, p. 122, L 140, quickly. 
Swynk, p. 89, L 32, A.S. mine, 

labour, gesviinc, affliction, 

torment. 

Temynge, p. 4, L 20, childbirth ; 

A. 8. team, offspring ; te&mian, 

timan, to propagate, beget. 
Tende, p. 69, L 369 ; tenden, p. 

41, 1. 6, attend. 
Tene, p. 24, 1. 71, A.S. tedna, 

injury, wrong. 
Jjat pat, p. 51, 1. 310, that which. 
))ee, p. 63, 1 176, thrive. 
Jjertille, p. 9, L 37, thereto, in 

addition. 
Jjirle, p. 26, L 147, pierce; A.S. 

yirlian, 
Jjole, p. 23, 1. 27, A.S. ^oltan, 

suffer. 
}jrong,p. 13, 1. 27,driven, forced; 

A.S. yringan, to press, crowd. 
Jjrouj, p. 13, L 32, A.S. pruh, a 

cheat, coffin, sepulchre, grave. 
Tille, p. 27, 1. 168, to. 
Toberste, p. 30, 1. 251, hurst all 

to pieces. 
Tobreke, p. 29, 1. 247, break to 

pieces. 
Torent, p 20, 1 82, rent to pieces. 
Towe, p. 120, L 29, tough, harsh; 

A.S. t6h. 
Towyth, p. 121, L 108, thought. 
Twhertyd, p. 126, L 15, retorted? 

A.S. hweorfan, to turn. 
Twynne, p. 23, 1 37, separate. 
Tyne, p. 25, I 103, A.S. tynan, 

to hedge in, enclose, shut, close. 



Uertu, p. 6 

strength. 



)0, power, 



Vertu, p. 72, L 455, power, 

strength. 
Vncele, p. 106, L 21, unhappiness. 
Vndirfonge, p 69, L 367, receive, 



. take; A. 8. underfangan, under- 
take, receive. 

Vndimome, p. 50, L 289, J took- 
est up or undeT, objectedst to ; 
A.S. underniman, to undertake, 
comprehend. 

Vngo, p. 121, 1. 118,twnforw7re, 
round; A.S. ymbgan, go round. 

Vndren, p. 84, L 25, AS. wtdern, 
the third hour, 9 a.m., extend- 
ing also to noon. 

Vnleueful,p. 110.L 74, unlawful 

Vnnepe, p. 70, L 373, A.S. un* 
Ideitce, uneasily, with difficulty, 
scarcely, hardly. 

Vnourne, p. 71, L 404, A.S. 
vndrnlic, old, worn. 

Vnsau]te, p. 108, L 37, unfriend- 
ly; A.S. seht, friendship, peace; 
unseht, want of friendship, en- 
mity. Mote the uinsoft of the 
later test, p. 109. 

Vnschent,p. 106,1. 6, unpunished. 

Vnskilfolly, p. 112, L 90, un- 

Vnsperid, p. 41, L 15, set free, 
unlocked ; ' speryn, or schet- 
tys, claudo ; speryn and schette 
wythelokkys. Sero, ohsero.' Pr. 
Parv. 

Waitist, p. 50, 1. 288, plannest. 
Wake, p. 32, L 8. ; p. 99, 1. 141, 

watch ; A.S. wtEcan. 
Wan, p. 13, L 41, wonnst, wentest 
Waterless, p. 20, L 53, without 

Wedde, p. 10, L 60, pledge ; A.S. 

Wede, p. 12, L 18, garment ; A.S. 

Welkid.p. 24, 1. 68, faded, turned 
white; A.S. wealcere, a fuller, 
a whitener of cloths. 

Wem, p. 83, L 13, spot, A.S. wem. 

Wente, p. 9, 1 51, gone. 

Were, p 106, 107, L 2, danger ; 
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A.S. wer, a fine for slaying a 

man; p. 116, L 87, doubtt 
Weuere, p. 77, I 603, weaver, 

contriver, schemer. 
White, p. 72, L 450, quick, 

active ; same as 
Wijte, p. 63, L 150; Sw. vig, 

active ; ' wijte, or delyvyr, or 

«wyfte,Agilis,velox.' Pr. Parv. 
Wijtli, p. 13, 1. 41, swiftly, or 

powerfully. 
Wijs, p. 98, L 94, teach. 
Wis, p. 11, L 115;Wisse,p. 14, 

1. 68; -A.S. m'ssian, to instruct, 

guide, govern. 
Wite, p. 34, L 67 ; p. 99, 1. 4, 

know ; A.8. mtan. 
Wiyte, p. 35, 1. 8, 16, &c, blame, 

reproach; impute, ascribe to ; 

A.8. io&an, witian. 
Wone, p. 11, L 120, dwell; A.S. 

wunian. 
Woniynge, p. 28, L 199, dwelling. 
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Woost, p. 39, 1 35, knowest. 

Worechipide, p. 53, L 401, hon- 
oured. 

Wreche, p. 16, L 35, vengeance; 
A.S. wrmc. 

Jeere, p. 65, L 244 ; p. 67, L 286, 

1A.S. geare, certainly. 
Jeme, p. 52, L 340 ; A.S. gi.man, 

govern, take care of. 
Jernynge, p. 2J3, 1. 197, yearning, 

desire. 
Jore, p. 92, 1 35, formerly. 
Yflet, p. 92, L 37, fled, gone. 
Yhit, p. 128, 1. 3, yet. 
Yloore,p. 79, 1. 5, lost; A.S. loren. 
Ymet, p. 81, 1. 74, dreamt; A.S. 

mcetod, 
Ynne, p. 69, 1 359, t bring in, 

not let in; A.3. innan, to go 

in, enter. 
Ynow, p. 76, 1. 567, enough. 



NOTES. 



P. 58. Mirror of the Periodi of Max'i Life. " The anncient sages bj 
curious notes haue found out, that certains jeeres in mans life be verj 
perilous. These the; name climacterical or stayrie yeares, for then the; saw 
great alterations. Now a climactericall yeare is euery seanenth yeare . . 
Hence is it that in the aeauenlh 'yeere children doe cast and renew then- 
teeth. In the fourteenth yeere proceedeth the strippling age. In the one 
and twentieth, youth. And when a roan hath past seauen times seauen years, 
to weet, nine and fortie jeares, he is a ripe and perfect man. Also, when he 
attaincth to ten times seauen yeeres, that is, to the age of threescore and ten, 
his strength and chiefest vertue beginnes to fall away." W. Vaughan, 
Natural and Artificial Directions for Health, 1609, pp. 47-8. 

P. 128. Archbishop Scrope's Death. See the Latin Poem on this in Mr. 
Thomas Wright's " Political Songs," t. 2, p. 114-18. 
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INDEX OF FIRST LIKES. 



As y gan wandre in my walkinge ..... 83 

Bi a forest aa y gan walke 95 

Bothe jonge & oolde, whefir je be . . . . 32 

Erfe out of erfe is wondirly wroujt .... 88 

Euery man schulde teche f is lore 104 

From fe tyme fat we were born 79 

Hay, hay, hay, bay ! thynke on "Whitsonmonday . . .128 

Heil be fou, marie, cristis moder dere .... 6 

Heil be J>ou, marie, f e modti of crist .... 4 

How mankinde doof bigynne. (The Mirror.) ... 58 

If f on wole he weel with god. (A prose piece.) . . 40 

Iheso, lord, fat madist me. (Richard de Castro's Prayer.) 15 

Ihesu, fii swetnes, who-so myjte it se .... 8 

Iheaus Jrat sprong of iesse roote 12 

In a noon tijd of a somera day . . - . , . . 91 

In my jonge age ful wields y was 35 

In fee, god fadir, I bileeue ....-., 101 

I waxne vcbe leod fat liuef in londe (From the Vernon MS.) 106 

I warne eche hjf fat liuef in lond . . . 107 
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INDEX or FIRST uses. 

Kyng of grace, & ful of pyte 

Loue is Hjf fiat laatifi ay ...... 

Man, among J>i myrjis hane in mynde .... 

Sodenly a-frayd, halfe wakynge, halfe slepyng . 

Surge, mea sponsa, swete in eijt 

There is no creature but oon ...... 

Whanne marye was greet with gabriel. (JioDeuelis Perlament) 
Whi is fis world hiloued Jiat fals is & veyn 
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The publications of The Early English. Text Society are divided into 
Pour Classes. I. Arthur and other Bomances. II. Works illustrating 
our Dialects and the History of our Language, including a Series of 
renditions of our early Dictionaries. III. Biblical Translations and 

Eicligioua Treatises. IV. Miscellaneous. The following are some of 
the works which in future years will be published in each of the 
Classes. 

I. 
The Romance of Arthonr sad Merlin. From the Anehinleck US. (ab. 1320-30 a.ii.), 

and the Lincoln's Inn and Douce MSS. 
The History of the Saint Oraal or Sank Ryel. By Henry Loaelich, Skynner (ab. 1110 

a.d.). To be re-edited From the unique MS. in the Library of Corpus Christi Coll, 

Cambridge, by F. J. FuroivaU, Esq., M.A. 
Syr Thomas Maleor'e Mort il' Arthur. To be edited from Caxton's edition (1186 a.d.), 

with a new Preface, Notes, and a Glossary. 
The Arthur Ballade. 

The Romance of Sir Tristrem. To be edited from the Anehinleck MB. 
The English Charlemagne Romances. From the Anchinleck and other MSS. 
The Romance of Sir Qeneridee. From the MS. in Trim Cull., Cambridge. 
The Romance or Legend of Sir Tpotis. From the Vernon MS. 
The Romance of 'William and the Werwolf. To be edited from the unique MS. in the 

Library of King's Coll., Cambridge. 

n. 

Kampole's Version of, and Commentary on, the Psalms. To be edited from a Northern 
MS. by R. Morris, Esq. 

Hampole'e other English "Works in the Northern dialect. 

The Gospel of Nicodemus in the Northumbrian dialeot. To be edited for the first time 
from Harl. MS. 4196, &c., Cotton-Galba, e ii., by R. Morris, Esq. 

Lives of Saints, in the Southern dialect To be edited from the Harleian MS. 2277 (ab. 
1305 a.d.), by R. Morris, Esq. 

Barbour's Lives of Saints, in the Northern Dialect, From the Cambridge University MS. 

Abcedarium Anglico-latinum, pro Tyruncutis, Bichardo Hulceto exscriptore. Londini, 
1552. 

A little Dictionary for Children (W. Ae Wards), or a snorte Dictionarie for youge be- 
ginners (ed. Evans, 1688), by J. Withels. (The earliest edition, to be collated with 
the succeeding editions.) •. 

An AWearie or Quadruple Dictionarie in Englishe, Latin, Greeke, and French, by John 
Baret. (The edition of 16S0 collated with that of 1673.) 

A collection of Early English Treatises on Grammar. To be edited chiefly from MSS. 
for the first time by Henry B. Wheafley, Esq. 

m. 

The Old and New Testament in Verse. To be edited from the Vemon MS. by R. 

Morris, Esq. 
The History of Adam and Eye. To be edited from HarL MS. 1701, by S. Wayland Ker- 
shaw, Esq, M.A. 
The Stories of Susanna and the Elders, Lazarus, &c. To be edited from the Vemon MS., 

by J. W. Hales, Esq., M.A. 
Medytacions of the Soper of our Lorde Ihesu, &c., perhaps by Robert of Bmnne. To be 

edited from the Harl. MS. 1701 (ab. 1360 A.B.), &c, by F. J. Fnmivall, Esq., M.A. 
Lydgate's Lite of St Edmund. From the presentation MS. to Henry VI., HarL 2278. 

IT. 
Two different Versions of Piers Plowman, in separate editions. To be edited from the 

MSS. by the Rey. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 
Lydgate's Works. 
Le Venery de Twety and The Master of the Game. To bs edited from the MSS. by 

Alfred Sadler, Esq. 
Barbour's Brus. To be edited from the MSS. in St John's College, Cambridge, fte, by 

J. Peile, Esq., M.A., and the Hey. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 
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The Subscription is £1 1*. a year, i]ur in advance od the 1st of January, 
anil should be paid either to the Society's Account at the Union Bank of 
London, 14, Argyll Place, Hegent Street, W., or by post-office order (made 
parable to the Chief Office, London) to the Hon. Secretary, Henry B. 
WhEATLEY, Esq., B 3, Berners Street, London, W. 

The Publications for 1867 will be as many of the following tests as the 
subscriptions received will justify the Committee in issuing. 






Bsq..l 

O. THE STACION8 OF HOME. AND THE PILGRIMS' SEA-VOYAGE AND SEA- 
SICKNESS, WITH CLBNE HAYDENHOD. Edited from the Vernon and 
PorktngtoiiMSS., to., byF. J. Fl-bsivall, Esq., M.A. It. 
10. RELIGIOUS PIECES EN PE08E AND TERSE. Edited from Hobeet ThoeitcWb 

US. (lb. 1U0 a.d. ) by the Rev. G. G. Pbbht, M A. it. 
«. LBYiNS'S MANIPULU8, WO; the earliest Rhyming Dictionary. To be edited by 

"-—- v "■-—■ "-- [InlhePress. 

Collated through- 
■ i the Rev. W/W. 

... [InihePrat*. 

MliiK'B DUT1H8 0F A PARISH PRIEST, in verse. To be edited fbr the first time from the 
MSS. in the British Museum and Bodleian Libraries (ab. 14S0 a.d.) by E. Peacock. 
Em. {.In the Pro*. 

THE! BABEES BOKE, THE CHILDRHVB HOOK, r K)! AM TAT IS. THE BOKE3 Of 
NURTURE OY JOHN BU8SELL AND HUGH RHODES, THE SOKES OF KERU- 
YNG, CORTASYE, AND DEMEANOUR, &•-. wiih wme french and Latin Poems on liko 
subjects. To be edited from Harleian and other MSS. by F. J. Fitestvail, Esq., M.A. 

[ Jn the Press. 

THE KNIGHT DE LA TOUR LANDRY, 137S. A Father's Book for his Daughters. To be 

edited from the Harleiau MS. 176* by Thomas Wright, Esq., M.A., and Mr. William 

MoeerTBtt. tin the Press. 

PIERS PLOWMAN'S CRHDE. To be edited from the MSS. by the Rov. W. W. Hksat. MA. 

[Copied. 
VARIOUS POEMS RELATING TO SLR GAWAINE. To be edited from the MSS. by R. 



■ the e 



e ;ab. 1*23 



by the Rev. Baeton Lo 

nique MSS. in Lambeth, 

R. MoEKia, Ei 



[Copied- 



EAttLY ENGLISH HOMILIES (ab. 1220-30 A.c.) from unique MSS. in Lambeth, and Trinity 
(Mien, Cambridge, Libraries. To bo edited by R. Moehis, Esq. [In the Pros. 

CURSOR Mil Mil, or CUR8URO WORLD K, in the Northern Diatert. To be edited from 
the MSS. in the British Museum and Trinity College, Cambridge, by Hiohaed Moaaie, 
Esq. Parti. ^ 6 [I J 

MERLIN, Part III. To be edited by H. B. Whsatley, Esq. Ji 

KIR DAVID LYNUKSAY'S WORKS, Fart III. To bo edited by F. Hill, Esq., D.C.L. 

MAYSTER JON GARDENER. AND OTHER EARLY PIECE* OX HERBS, Ac. To be 
edited from the MSS, by W. Aldib Whisht, Esq., MA. [Copied. 

CATHOLICON ANGLICUM. An English-Latin Dictionary (A.D. 1*90]. To be edited from 

' "1. Wheatiby, Esq. [Copied. 

~ MSS.byH.Mor — * 



£ MoNSON'fl MS. 

JER'SPROS 

ENGLISH GILDS, 



oe edited 
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o edited fromtheM! 

POEMS ON MANNERS AND MORALS, in the Northern Dialect, from a tu 
Cambridge University '"- J " " ' " ■ " 

THE ALLITBRATIYE H 

Joseph op Exeteb. Tobeoanx 
gow, by the Rer. G. A. Paktob. 
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LONDON: N. TEUBNEE & CO., 60, PATEENOSTEE BOW". 

EDINBURGH: T. O. STEVENSON, 22, SOUTH FREDERICK STREET. 

GLASGOW: OGLE & CO., 1, ROYAL EXCHANGE SQUARE. 

BERLIN : ASHER & CO., UNTER DEN LINDEN, 20. 

NEW YORK: C. SCRIBNER & CO. 

PHILADELPHIA : J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO. 

BOSTON: DUTTON & CO. 
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